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THE 
Batchelor 8 Monitor: : 
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Healthy and Pleaſant A Dv 1 c E for 
MaRRIED MN in the Governing 
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OY! Joy! I give you Joy. I hear 
you have married a Wife of fifteen 
Years of Age, and your Bride a Huſ- 

band of ſeventeen ; if I am not deceiv'd, 
4 you are like to have Time enough to enjoy 
1 and lament your Marriage. 

N Solon adviſed the Athenians not to marry, 
till they were twenty Years of Age. The 
good Lycurgus ordered tlie Lacedemonians 
not to wed till twenty-five, The Philo- 
ſopher Prometheus, forbad the Egyptians 
* Wives before thirty; and in caſe 
any 8 to marry ſooner, he com- 
| B manded 
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manded they ſhould be publickly puniſhed, 
and their Children reputed illegitimate. 
The Kindneſs I received from your Mo- 
ther, and the Love I bore your Father, 
move me to compaſſionate your being mar- 
ried ſo young, and your taking ſo great a 
Burden upon you; for it is now too late 
for you to caſt off the heavy Yoke of Ma- 
trimony, and you are not of Age to bear 


it. If your Father married you, he treated 


you barbarouſly z and if you married with- 
out his leave, you are guilty of a great Weak- 


neſs: for it is a Raſhneſs in a Youth of 


ſeventeen, and a Girl of fifteen, to pre- 
ſume to ſet up Houſe ; and it is want of 
Senſe in others to be conſenting to it. The 
poor young Couple are not ſenſible how 


heavy a Yoke they take upon them, nor 


how much Liberty they deprive themſelves 
of. Let us fee what Qualifications are re- 
quiſite in the Wife, and what in the Huſ- 


band, to make them happy; and if they 


are jo be found in you, I do henceforth 
approve your Marriage, and own I know 
not what'I ſay, The Properties of a good 
Wife are, That ſhe: carry. her ſelf with 
Gravity abroad, have Wiſdom to govern 
her Houſe, Patience to bear with her Huſ- 
band, Tenderneſs to breed her Children, 
Courteſy to deal with her Neighbours, In- 
duſtry to manage her Expence, * 
Fett 4 aye 
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have much Regard to her Honour, love 
good Company, and be an Enemy to all 
youthful Follies. The Properties of a good 
Huſband are, That he be ſober in Speak- 
ing, eaſy in Diſcourſe, faithful where he is 
entruſted, diſcreet in giving Counſel, care- 
ful of providing his Houſe, diligent in look- 
ing after his Eſtate, prudent 1n bearing the 
Importunities of his Wife, zealous of the 
4 Education of his Children, vigilant in what 
relates to his Honour, and very ſtayed in 
all his Behaviour. Let meaſk now, Whe- 
ther we ſhall find all theſe Qualifications 1n 
you at ſeventeen, and your Spouſe at fit- 
teen Years of Age, or whether ever you 
ſo much as thought of them ? It is much 
to be feared, that ſuch a young Couple 
neither underſtand theſe nice Points when 
told them, nor know where to be inform- 
ed, when they find themſelves defective. 
Well, I do avouch and propheſy, That if 
you will not firſt learn, and having learnt, 
obſerve all theſe Conditions, you will in a 
little time, lie down under your Burthen of 
Matrimony, and each of you will ſeek out 
ſt a new Love. I do not believe it any thing 
; ſo dangerous, for a Man to take upon him 
the Habit of a religious Order, as for a 
Youth to marry ; for the one has time, and 
may leave it; and the other has not Li- 
berty to repent. Of how pernicious Con- 
8 c | B 2 ſequence 
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ſequence it is, for ſeventeen and fifteen 
Years of Age to marry, can be better re- 
lated by this Couple, then written by me; 
for whatſoever I ſhall ſay, is but by gueſs, 
and they can ſpeak by Experience, The 
Incoriveniences of marrying too young are 
many and great, they are broke by Child- 


bearing, loſe their Strength, are over bur- 


dened with Children, ruin their Fortune, 


grow jealous, have not a right Senſe of 


Honour, know not how to provide for 


their Family, grow weary of their firſt 


Love, and fix their Thoughts elſewhere 
ſo that the Fruit of wedding, when Chil- 
dren, is, that they live unhappily, or part 


in their old Age. The divine Plato adviſed 


thoſe of his Commonwealth, to marry their 
Children at ſuch an Age, that they might 
judge of what they choſe, and underſtand 
what they took upon them. This is a 
weighty Sentence of Plato; for it is an eaſy 
thing for any body to chooſe a Huſband 
or Wife; but it is very hard to govern a 
Family. I have not been married, nor 
ever had any Temptation that way ; but 
by what I. have ſeen by my Relations, by 
what I have read in Books, by what I have 
gueſſed among my Neighbours, and by 
what I have heard from my Friends, I find 
that thoſe who happen to marry well, en- 
joy a Heaven upon Earth, and thoſe who 
48-6 | ſpeed 
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ſpeed ill, make their Houſe a meer Hell. 
What Man ever yet met with ſo accom- 
pliſhed a Wife, that he miſſed not ſome 
| Perfection in her? What Woman choſe, 
1 or light upon ſo poliſhed a Man, that ſhe 

diſcovered not ſome Blemiſh in him? There 
1s ſcarce any Wedding, but at firſt is plea- 
ſant and agreeable, but in a little time there 
is nothing more nauſeous; and it is infal- 
lible, that as ſoon as the Money grows 
ſhort, Diſcontents ariſe. O unhappy Huſ- 
band! for if your Wife be of high Birth, 
you muſt bear with her Extravagancies : 
It ſhe be diſcreet and meek, you had no- 
thing with her: If ſhe be not rich, you 2 
are aſhamed to own her Kindred : If beau- - | | 
tiful, you are never ſecure of her: If de- 2 
form'd, you are ſoon weary of her Houſe, * 9 
and ſhun her Bed: If ſhe is prudent and 1 
* witty, you complain, ſhe is dainty, and 
a Rambler : If ſhe is neat and a good | 
| Houſe-keeper, on the other fide, ſhe is ſo 
ill- natured, no Servant can endure her. | 
k 
; 


”— 


What more can I ſay to you, ' unfortunate 

—_ Huſband? And yet I muſt ſay more; 
: | That if you. keep your Wife at home, ſhe : 
( I eternally complaining ; if ſhe has Liberty 4 

| to gadd, ſhe is ſubject to every body's Cen- f 

ſure 3 if you chide often, ſhe is always out 

| of Humour; and if you give her her way, 

: there is no living with her, If ſhe has the 

[ 1 B 3 Command 
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Command of the Purſe, woe be to your 
Eſtate; and if you keep it in your own 
Hands, ſhe*Il'either pick your Pocket, or 
ſell your Goods; If you are always at 
home, ſhe thinks you are jealous ; and if 
you come late, ſhe ſays, you are debauch'd. 
If you allow her good Cloaths, ſhe will go 
abroad to be ſeen; and if you cloath her 
ill, ſhe makes your Meals uneaſy. If you 
are fond of her, ſhe undervalues you; and 
if you are any thing cold, ſhe ſuſpects you 
love elſewhere. If you do not tell her 
what ſhe aſks, ſhe never ceaſes importun- 
10g 3 and if you reveal a Secret to her, ſhe 
cannot keep it. Behold here the Reaſon; 
Why, if there be ten contented Couples in 
a Town, there are an hundred that repent, 
and are weary of their Lives, who would 
inſtantly be divorced from their Wives, if 
the Church were as free to allow it as their 
Conſciences. If Matrimony among Chriſ- 
tans were uſed as among the Gentiles, that 
every one when he pleaſed, might be di- 
vorced, I will anſwer for it, there would 
be more Buſineſs in Lent to unmarry, than 
there is at Shrove-tide to marry. 


That none foanld marry, but with their Equals, 


The Rules I deſign to preſeribe here, 
tor thoſe who are about marrying, or mar- 
11600 ried, 
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ried, if they are not ſo ſucceſsful as tomake 
them live contentedly, will at leaſt ſerve to 
prevent many Diſtaſtes. In the firſt place, 
it is proper, that the Man chooſe ſuch a 
Wife, and the Woman ſuch a Huſband, 
as does not exceed them in Birth or For- 
tune; that is, that Gentry match among 
Gentry, Merchants among Merchants, the 
Yeomanry among Yeomanry, and Farmers 


among Farmers; for if there be any In- 


equality, the Inferior will be diſſatisfied, 


and the Superior weary of his Life. I do 
avouch, that the Merchant who marries his 


Daughter to a Man of Quality, and the 
Farmer who contracts his Alliance with a 
Gentleman, do bring into their Houſe one 
that will publiſh their Shame, devour their 


Fortune, take away their good Name, and 
. ſhorten their Life. It is an unhappy Mar- 


riage, when a Man or Woman 1s aſhamed 
to call their Father-in-law Father, and the 


Mother- in- law Madam. In this caſe, I ſay, 


a Man does not receive a Son- in- law, but a 
Plague, not a Daughter. in- law, but a Vi- 
per, not Children, but Adders, not Kin- 
dred to reſpect, but to affront them, not 
Relations to honour, but defame them. In 
fine, I ſay, a Man had better bury his 
Daughter, than not marry her to his Equal; 
for if ſhe were dead, he would lament her 
a Day; but being ill married, he has Caufe 
#- to 
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to bewail her every Day. Again, I tay, 


theſe fort of People muſt be very cautious, 
how they take a Son-in-law that values 
himſelf much upon his Gentility, that is 
proud of his Horſemanſhip, that affects be- 
ing a great Courtier, that can do nothing 


but walk about, that underſtands Cards and 


Dice; for in this caſe, the poor Father - in- 
law muſt pinch, to ſupport the Extrava- 
gancies of his Son- in- law. To conclude, let 
me adviſe every one to marry their Equal, 
or before a Year come about, he that makes 
a fooliſh Match, will be ſenſible of its per- 
nicious Conſequences. It is alſo convenient 
that every one chooſe a Wife agrecable to 
his Fancy and Humour; for if the Father 
marries his Son, or he does it himſelf, for 
Conveniency, and not for Love, the un- 
happy Louth cannot properly ſay, he is 
married, but for ever enſlaved. To the 
end that Marriages may be laſting, loving, 
and pleaſing, the Hearts ought to be united 
before the Hands are joined. It is fit the 
Father fo adviſe the Son to marry where he 
likes; but let him have a care of uſing any 
Violence; for all forced Matches breed 
Diſlike between the young Ones, Diffe- 
rences between the Fathers, Scandal among 
the Neighbours, Quarrels among the Re- 
lations, and Diſputes among the Brothers. 


I do not pretend to juſtify a wild Youth. 


mar- 


Fi 
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marrying raſhly and in private; for Mar- 

| riages that begin in inconſiderate Love a- _ 
lone, often end in Diſcord, There is no- A 
thing more frequently to be ſeen, than a = 
very young Man who has his full Liberty, 
and knows not what he loves or chooſes, _— 
to fall in love with, and marry a young 4+ 
Woman; but no ſooner has he ſatisfied his 5 
Appetite, than he begins to hate her. No- $ | 


— eee —ﬀcﬀu — 8 


* 


thing is ſo much to be endeavour'd between 
married People, as that they love and eſ- | 
teem one another, elſe they will be always | 
diſcontented, and their Neighbours will F 
have enough to do to keep the Peace be- 
| tween them. I muſt alſo warn them, that 
to the end their Love be laſting, ſincere £ 
and ſecure, it muſt take root in the Heart \ | 
by degrees; for if it take Poſſeſſion furi- 
oully all at once, it will ſoon quit the Hold. 
I have ſeen many love in great haſte, who 
och have afterwards. hated one another at lei- 
f ſure. The ſame Advice I give the Father, 
4 not to marry his Son againſt his Inclina- 
| tion, the ſame I give the Son not to marry 
{ without his Father's Conſent ; for other- 
| wiſe his Father's Curſe might do him more 
; harm, than he could expect Benefit from 
| 
| 


—— — 


- 
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the Portion his Father. in- la- gives him. 

Young Men, in the Heat of Youth, have | 

only Regard to their Pleaſure when they ; 

marry, and therefore are ſatisfied if the _ 
| Wife _— 
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Wife be beautiful; but the Father and 
Mother, whoſe Honour and Eſtate lie at 
ſtake, ſeek a Woman that is diſcreet, well- 
temper'd, modeſt, and of a good Family; ; 
the laſt thing they look upon 1s Beauty. 

Clandeſtine and private Weddings, pro- 
ceed from Indiſcretion and Diſreſpect; for 
they give the Neighbours occaſion to cen- 
ſure, and the old Parents to lament. It 
often happens, that after the Mother has 
ſlaved her ſelf. to fix a Houſe, and the Fa- 
ther laboured to make a Settlement, when 
they are treating of ſome honourable Match, 
they find the wild Youth married: Thus 
the Mother is afflicted, the Father ſhamed, 
the Kindred diſappointed, and the Friends 
ſcandalized. Sometimes the Misfortune is 
yet greater, when the Son has taken ſuch 


a Wife, that the Father thinks his Eſtate 


ill beſtowed upon her, and is aſhamed to 
receive her into his Houſe. There is ano; 
ther Miſchief often attends ſuch Marriages, 
which is, That Parents, upon Occaſion, 
propoſe with the Son's Portion to match a 
Daughter, and the young Man's Deſign 
being only to enjoy the Woman, and not 
to look after a Fortune, the Siſter is ruined, 


the Son 1s cheated, and the Father diſap- 


pointed, Plutarch, in his Politicks, ſays, 
The Grecians uſed publickly to whip the 


Son that married without his Father's Con- 
ſent, 
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ſent, and that the Lacedemonians diſinhe- 
rited him. Laertius ſays, That among the 
Thebans, they were not only diſinherited, 
but publickly curſed by their Parents. Let 
none ſlight the Bleſſing or Curſe of their 
Elders ; for among the Hebrews, the Fa- 


ther's Bleſſing was far more eſteemed than 
the Inheritance. 


That a W ife ſhould be modeſt, and not lovi 
of her Tongue. 


It is wholſome and ets Advice, 
that a Man who is upon marrying, chooſe 
a very modeſt Woman; for, if there were 
only one Virtue requiſite in a Woman, it 
muſt be Modeſty. I confeſs, 1t is worſe 
for the Conſcience, but affirm, it is much 


better for a Man's Honour, that a Wife 


be privately diſhoneſt, than openly impu- 
dent. Modeſty hides many Crimes in a 
Woman, and Impudence makes her be 
ſuſpected of more than ſhe is really guilty 
of, Let every Man think what he pleaſ- 
eth, but I am fatisfied; there is little to 
find fault with in a modeſt Woman, and 
nothing to commend in one that is impu- 
dent, The Arms that Nature furniſhed a 
Woman with, to ſecure her Reputation, 
Chaſtity, Honour and Fortune, are only 
ler Ne and whenever ſhe parts with 

I that, 
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12 The Batchelor's Monitor. 
that, ſhe has loſt all. When a Man is 
about marrying, the firſt thing he ought 
to inquire into, is not whether ſhe is rich, 
but whether ſhe is modeſt? for a Fortune 
may be had, but an impudent Woman will 
never become modeſt, The beſt Portion, 
the beſt Eſtate, and the richeſt Jewel a 
Woman can beſtow on her Huſband, is 
Modeſty ; and if a Father ſees his Daugh- 
ter has loſt it, it were a leſs Trouble to 
bury, than to marry her. The beſt on't 
is, that ſome Women pretend to be Wits, 
to repartee, to break Jeſts, and banter ; 
this I would not have them learn, much 
leſs practiſe: for that which in a Man is 
good Humour, in a Woman is Lightneſs, 
A virtuous Woman ſhould not only be 
aſhamed of ſpeaking light and undecent 
Words, but of hearing them. A ſober 
Woman muſt not value herſelf upon being 
_ witty, and having a ſmooth Tongue, but 
upon being modeſt and ſilent; for if ſhe is 
— of talking and jeſting, the ſame 
en who laugh at her Jeſt, will preſently 
condemn her Carriage. Woman's Repu- 
tation is ſo nice, it is not lawful for them 
to think of many things that Men may act 
and ſay. Ladies that would keep up a Re- 
ſpect, muſt not only have a care of utter- 
ing unlawful and undecent Things, but 
even thoſe that are allowable, unleſs very 
| VE neceſ- 
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neceſſary; for a Woman never does ill in 
being ſilent, and ſeldom does well in talk- 
ing. Unhappy that Huſhand, who has a 
talkative, prating and bold Wife; for if 
once ſhe ſets upon telling a Story, or fram- 
ing a Complaint, no Reaſon will be heard, 
nor no Perſuaſion will ſtop her Mouth. 
The uneaſy Life ſome Women lead with 
their Huſbands, is not ſo often cauſed by 
what they act, as what they ſay. If when 
the Huſband chides, the Wife would be 
ſilent, their Meals would not for the moſt 
part be unquiet; but on the contrary, if 
he begins to mutter, ſhe ſcolds, which 
ſometimes draws on Blows, and expoſes 
them to their Neighbours. 


That a Wife mnſt keep Houſe, and net expoſe 


herſelf. 


It is wholſome Advice, that a Woman 
be reſerved, and value her ſelf upon being 
a good Houſe-keeper z for when a Woman 
becomes too abſolute at home, ſhe is ſoon 
after diſſolute abroad. A virtuous Woman 
muſt be very cautious in what ſhe ſays, and 
circumſpect in all ſhe does; for being care- 
leſs of what they ſay, often makes them 
heedleſs of what they do. There is none 
ſo ignorant, but underſtands how much 
more nice the Honour of a Woman is, 
ct r 
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than that of a Man ; which is demonſtrable, 
in that a Man cannot be diſhonoured but 
by Reaſon, but the Opportunity is enough 
to defame a Woman, The Woman that 
is virtuous, and values her ſelf upon it, 


may be aſſufed, ſhe will be ſo much the 


more virtuous, by how much the leſs ſhe 
confides in her ſelf; I mean, by how much 
the leſs ſhe dares venture to give ear to idle 
Words, and admit feigned Offers, Be ſhe 
who ſhe will, be ſhe never ſo great, and 
never ſo conceited, if ſhe affects to be 
courted, and loves to be complimented, 
ſooner or later ſhe will fall into the Snare. 
If they ſay, all that is only to paſs the time, 
for Diverſion, and in Jeſt ; I anſwer, That 
ſuch Jeſts commonly light h --avy upon 
them. I do again and again conjure 


any Woman of what Quality or Degree ſo- 


ever, that ſhe truſt not herſelf, or be too 
familiar with any Kinſman or Relation; 
for if ſhe fears what may happen by too 
much Freedom to a Stranger, ſhe ought to 
dread what may be ſaid of her with a Kinſ- 
man or Relation, Let none rely upon the 
Nearneſs of the Kindred, and think that 
takes off all Scandal; for if the Malice of 
Man dare preſume to judge of Thoughts, 


how much more will it of what is.viſible ? 


L would have thoſe Ladies who ſhall hear 
or read this Letter, obſerve tkis Point, 
= | which 
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| 

| 

which is, That for a Man it is enough | | 

that he be good, tho? he appear not ſuch ; 

UD but it is not enough for a Woman to be 
good, unleſs ſhe appear ſo. Obſerve, and 
obſerve well, that as the Suſtenance of the 
Family depends on the Huſband, ſo the 
Honour of it depends on the Wife only; 
for a Houſe has only ſo much Honour, as 
the Wife has Virtue. She is not an honeſt i 
Woman who has a beautiful Face, a fine 1 
Shape, is of great Birth, and manages her 
Fortune; but ſhe who is very modeſt in 
her Behaviour, and very ſparing in her 
Tongue. Plutarch writes, That the Wife 
of Thucyd:des the Grecian, being aſked how. 
ſhe could endure her Huſband's. ſtinking 
Breath ? anſwered, She thought all Mens 
Breath had ſmelt ſo, becauſe no other but he ever 
came near ber. O Example! worthy to be 
known, and much worthy to be imitated. 
That noble Grecian teaches us, that a vir- 
tuous Woman muſt be fo reſerved, that no 
Man may come near enough for her to ſmell 


his Breath, or for him to touch her Gar- 
ment, 


That a Wife muſt not be haughty, nor 
high-ſpirited. 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, That a Wo- 
man be not high-ſpirited, nor ambitious, | 
x C2 =_ l 
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but rather meek and patient; for there are 
two things moſt prejudicial to the Female 


Sex; too much Tongue, and too little Pa- 
tience : hence it follows, that ſhe who is 
filent will be reſpected by all Men, and 
ſhe who is ſubmiſſive will live happily with 


her Huſnand. O how miſerable is the Man 
that marries a high-ſpirited Woman! for 


Mount Eina does not caſt out ſo much 


Fire. as ſhe ſpits Venom out of her Mouth. 
The high Spirit of a Woman is much more 
to be dreaded than the Anger of a Man; 
for a Man in his Paſſion chides ; but the 
Woman in her Fury chides and bites, A 
diſcreet Man and a modeſt Woman, muſt 
never oppoſe a Woman in her Fury; for 
when her Paſſion is inflamed, and her 
Shame laid aſide, ſhe will not only ſay what 


ſhe has ſeen and heard, but even what ſhe 


dreamed. It is a Pleaſure to me, to ſee a 
Woman when ſhe 1s enraged and in her 
Fury, how ſhe neither hears herſelf, nor 
underſtands others, nor admits of any Ex- 
cuſe, nor will give ear to a Word, nor 
take Counſel, nor hearken to Reaſon ; and 
the beſt of all is, that ſhe often leaves them 
ſhe was quarrelling with, to fall upon thoſe 
that came to pacify her, When a Woman 
quarrels with any body, and another comes 


to appeaſe her, ſhe is ſo far from being 
, thankful, thar ſhe will make it a Cauſe of 


Com- 


8. 
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Complaint, and ſay, that had he or ſhe 
been what ſhe took them for, they would 
have taken her part, and revenged her. A 
Woman that is naturally furious, never 
thinks ſhe is angry without Cauſe, or chides 
withont Reaſon ; and therefore it is much 


better to take no Notice of, than contradict 


her. I repeat it over again, that it is un- 
happy where the Miſtreſs is given to Strife; 
for ſhe 1s always in a Readineſs to chide, 
but never to know her ſelf. A high- ſpi- 


rited Woman is very dangerous; for ſhe 


enrages her Huſband, ſcandalizes her Re- 


lations, is i]|-beloved by her Kindred, and 


the Neighbours fly fron her: whence it 
follows, that ſometimes the Huſband for- 
gets. himſelf, and lays the Weight of his 
Hands upon her. In ſome meaſure it is 
8 to hear a paſſionate Woman ſcold, 
ut it is alſo terrible to reflect upon what 
Expreſſions ſhe will utter; for if ſhe has to 
do with a Multitude, ſhe will not want a 
Litany of Reproaches. She tells the Huſ- 
band, he is negligent ; the Men, that they 
are lazy ; the Maids, ſhe calls Sluts ; the 
Sons, ſhe ſays, are greedy ; the Daughters 
love gadding, the Friends are ingrateful, 
the Enemies are perfidious, the Neighbours 
are malicious and envious ; and then con- 
cludes, no Man is true to another, or faith- 
ful to his Wife, Jam a Liar, if I did not 
C 3 0 
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ſee an honeſt Couple part, only becauſe the 
unfortunate Man ſometimes was melancholy 
at Table, and ſighed in Bed: The Wife 
ſaid, he meditated ſome Miſchief to her at 
Table, and ſighed for ſome other Woman 


in Bed; and the Truth wae, the poor Man 


was Security for another in a deſperate Caſe, 
and could not enjoy himſelf. At length, 

after much preaching, intreating, and chid- 
ing, I could never reconcile them, till he 
took an Oath before me, never more to be 
ſad at Table, or ſigh in Bed. The Wo- 
man that is meck and peaceable, will be 
happy with her Huſband, well attended by 
her Servants, reſpected by her Neighbours, 
and honoured by her Relations; if other- 
wiſe, ſhe may be aſſured, all will fly her 
Houſe, and bleſs themſelves at her Tongue. 
When a Woman is haughty and furious, 
it is no Satisfaction to the Huſband, tho? 
ſhe be Nobly deſcended, beautiful, rich, 


and a good Houſewife; he rather curſes the 
Day on which he married, and damns him 


that firſt mentioned her to him. 


That the Huſband be not too ſevere. 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, that the 
Huſband carry not himſelf haughty and 
uneaſily towards his Wife; for there will 

never be any Peace among them, if the 
' Wite 
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Wife does not learn to be ſilent, and the 


Huſband cannot be patient. I dare boldly 
ſay, and almoſt ſwear, it is rather a Houſe 
of mad than married People, in which the 


Huſhand wants Diſcretion, and the Wife 


Patience; for ſuch a Couple muſt either 
part, or come to Blows. Women are na- 
turally weak and eaſy, therefore a Man 
ought to bear with their Faults, and con- 
ceal their Infirmities, in ſuch manner they 
muſt ſooth an hundred times, to one that 
they bite, If the Man is to be pitied who 
has a haughty Wife, much more the Wo- 
man who has a ſtern Huſband ; for ſome 
of them are ſo outragious and paſſionate, 
that no Woman can have Art enough to 


pleaſe them, nor Patience enough to en- 


dure them. It is impoſſible, but there 
muſt be ſome Diſtaſtes between a Man and 
his Wife, either upon Account of the Chil- 
dren or Servants, or for want of Money; 
then is the Time for a Man to ſhew his 
Wiſdom, when the Wife is angry, either 
paſting it off with a Jeſt, or taking no No- 
tice, If a Man were obliged to anſwer, 
and ſatisfy all Points, whereat a Wife is 
concerned, and whereof ſhe complaineth, 
there is no doubt, he will need the Strength 
of Sampſon, and the Wiſdom of Solomon, 
Obſerve, O Huſband ! what I fay to you, 
either you have a diſcreet or a mad Wife: 
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If you have a mad Wife, one angry Word 
is enough; for you may be aſſured, if a 
Woman does not mend upon Warning, ſhe 
will never be the better for Threatning. 
When a Woman is in the height of her 


Paſſion, ſhe muſt be born with ; and when 
her Anger is abated, ſhe is to be checked: 


for if once ſhe forgets the Reſpect that is due 
to her Huſband, there will be nothing but 
Noiſe and Confuſion between them. A 
diſcreet Man and good Huſband, muſt ra- 
ther manage his Wife with Art, than 


down-right Force and Violence; for the 
Nature of Woman is ſuch, that tho? ſhe 


have been thirty Years married, he will 
{till find out ſomething new in her to cor- 
rect, or endure. It is alſo worth obſerv- 


ing, that if a Man at all times ought to 


avoid having any Diſguſts with his Wife, 
it ought to be much more when they are 
newly married; for, if at firſt the Woman 
takes an Averſion to him, ſhe will ſcarce 
ever love him after. A diſcreet Huſband, 
at firſt, muſt ſooth, cheriſn, and by all 
means, ſtrive to gain the Love of his Wife; 
for if they love at firſt, all their Quarrels 
afterwards will be the Effect of ſudden Paſ. 
ſion, not premeditate Malice. Love and 
Hatred are mortal Enemies; whichſoever 
firſt takes poſſeſſion of the Heart, makes 


his Abode there for Life; ſo that the firſt 
| f Love 
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* 
if 
Y 
| Love may be removed, but never forgot. IJ 
| If when firſt married, a Woman begins to 
hate her Huſband, I engage ſhe'll have a \v 
| miſerable Life, and he a weary Youth, and 
diſconſolate Old Age; for though he may 
make himſelf be feared, he ſhall never 
] prevail to be beloved. Many Huſbands 
[ value themſelves upon being feared, and 
[ waited on in their Houſes; I rather pity 
| than envy them: for the Woman that leads 
| an uneaſy Life, fears and attends her Huf- 
band ; but ſhe that is contented, loves and 
pleaſes him. The Wife muſt do any thing 
| to be in her Huſband's Favour, and the 
} Huſband muſt be cautious how he incurs = 
G the Diſpleaſure of his Wife; for if ſhe re- 1F 
| ſolves to love another, he ſhall enjoy her 'Y 
in deſpight of her Huſband. For, ſo te- 9 
| dious a Journey, and troubleſome a Life 'l 
as Matrimony, it is not enough the Hul- | 
band robs the Wife of her Virginity, it is 
requilite he purchaſe her Affection: for it 
is not enough that they are married, unleſs 
they be happy in each other, and live very 
contentedly, If a Huſband is not beloved 1 
by his Wife, his Eſtate is not ſafe, his 1 
Houſe is uneaſy, his Honour in Danger, 1 
\ and even his Life not ſecure; for it is to be 
believed, ſhe will not wiſh him to live long, 
| with whom her Life is unhappy. 
; | That 
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That Huſbands ſhould not be jealous. 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, that Huſ- 
bands have a care of being ſuſpicious of 
their Neighbours, and extreamly jealous of 
their Wives; for there are only two ſorts 
of People very ſubject to Jealouſy; to wit, 
thoſe who are very ill-natured, and thoſe 
who in their Youth were very debauched. 
Theſe believe, that whatſoever they did 
with other Mens Wives, their Wives will 
do with other Men ; and it is Folly to 
think, and Madneſs to fay fo; for tho' 
ſome Women be lewd, there are others 
very virtuous. To ſay all Women are 
good, is too much Partiality; and to ſay 
they are all bad, is extravagant; it is e- 
nough to ſay, that among Men there is 
much to condemn, and among Women 
much to commend. I do not deny, but 
that an eaſy and looſe Woman muſt not 
only be checked, but alſo be deprived of 
Opportunities of doing ill; yet it is to be 
ſuppoſed ſhe muſt not on pretence of Se- 
curity be ſo immured, and ill- treated, as 
to make her deſperate. It cannot be de- 
nied, that chere are ſome Women ſo per- 
verſe and lewd, that they are not to be re- 
claimed by Fear, nor mended by Puniſh- 
ment, but rather ſeem born only to be a 
Plague 


The Batchelor's Monitor. 23 


Plague to their Huſbands, and a Scandal 
.to their Relations. On the other ſide, there 
are very many Women, ſo ſweetly tem- 
pered and fo chaſte, that they ſeem created 
for the Honour of their Country, and 
Glory of their Kindred. I cannot but 


ſay over again, it is not amiſs ſometimes ' 


to keep a Wife within, to look to her, 
and debar her any Company that is ſuſpi- 
cious; but this muſt be done with ſuch Art, 
that {till more Confidence may appear to 


be repoſed in her Goodneſs, than in all his 


own-- Precautions. I commend Men for 
being cautious, but do no way approve of 
their being jealous; for naturally Women 
cover nothing ſo much, as what is moſt 
forbidden them. F the Huſband ſuſpects 
his Wife, he muſt uſe Art, and not betray 
himſelf by. Words; for if a Woman once 
finds ſhe is wronged and miſtruſted, ſhe 
will find out a way tovery the Suſpicion, not 
{o much out of any Inclination to Vice, as 


the Deſire of Revenge. The Strength of 


Sampſon, the Knowledge - of Homer, the 
Prudence of Auguſtus, the Cunning of Pyr- 
rhus, the Patience of Job, the Subtelty of 
Hannibal, and the Watchfulneſs of Hermo- 


genes, are not ſufficient to govern and en- 


tirely ſubdue a Woman; for there is no 
Skill or Force in the World can make her 


good againſt her Will, It is not Prudence 
1 an 
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in a Man to reveal, or preſently to correct 
the Frailties and Failings of his Wife ; ſome . 
he muſt check, ſome he muſt chaſtiſe, ſome 
he muſt correct, ſome he muſt prevent, and 
the moſt he muſt wink at. Tho' a Wo- 
man be never ſo diſcreet and patient, there 
are two things ſhe hates to hear, and is ne- 
ver able to endure; which are, to be eſ- 
teemed unchaſt, or ugly; for though ſhe 
be lewd, ſhe would be thought virtuous, 
and tho? ugly, deſires to be counted beau- 
tiful. To conclude, when the Huſband is 
ſatisfied as to all Points, that is, that his 
Wife does not expoſe her Perſon, that ſhe 
does not defile his good Name, and that 
ſhe does not deſtroy his Eſtate, then I am 
of Opinion, he mult not diſcover any Marks 
of Jealouſy or Suſpicion 3 for a Woman's 
Obligation to bE virtuous is the greater, 
when a Huſband repoſes much Confidence 
in her. Ja 


That if there be any Differences between Mar- 
ried People, they muſt not let the Neigh- 
© bonrs underſtand it. ſt; 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, that married 
People behave themſelves in ſuch manner, 
when Differences ſhall ariſe among them, 
that no Knowledge thereof may reach their 
Neighbours; for if they love them not, 

* 1 . 
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they will be pleaſed therewith; and if they 


love them, they will have ſomething to 
cenſure, Some Men have ſo little Conſi- 
deration, and ſome Women ſo little Pa- 
tience, that the former cannot chide with- 
out loud Scolding, nor the latter anſwer 
without Shrieking; ſo that their Neigh- 


bours have enough to do to pacify them all 


the Week, and hear their Complaints on 
Sunday, The Huſband complains is Wite 
is ſo high-ſpirited, the Devil cannot bear 
with her. He complains, ſhe is miſtruſt- 
ful and jealous to ſuch a degree, he cannot 
live with her. He complains, ſhe 1s paſſi- 
onate and toul-mouth'd, and is always abu- 
ſing him. He complains, ſhe is weakly, 
ugly, and ſickly, and that all he has is 
ſpent in looking after her, He complains, 
ſhe 1s nice, dainty and lazy, and never riſes 
till Noon. He complains, the is naſty, a 

ſlattern, and heedleſs, and that ſhe cannot 
ſo much as lay by, much leſs keep what 
belongs tothe Houſe. He complains, ſhe 
is a Gadder, a Goſſip, and Rambler, and 
that if once ſhe gets out of Doors, ſhe ne- 
ver returns till che Stars appear. On the 
other ſide, the poor Women wanting power 
to be revenged, make uſe of their Tongues 
to complain, The Woman complains, 
that her Huſband is dull, ſullen, and me- 
lancholy, and fo ill-natur'd, the Neigh- 
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bours cannot abide, nor the Servants en- 
dure him. She complains, he is paſſionate, 
proud and impatient, that many times in 
his Fury, he beats the Servants, and ſome- 
times unrigs her. She complains, he up- 
braids her of being ugly, naſty, and ill- 
bred, and that ſometimes he caſts ſo many 
Reproaches on her, her Heart is ready to 
burſt, and ſhe cries her Eyes out. She 
complains, he will not allow her to go and 


ſee her Parents, and viſit her Relations; 


that meerly through Jealouſy, he will not 
let her go out of Doors, and ſends her to 
Church, when it's half done. She complaine, 
he is miſtruſtful and jealous, without Senſe 


or Reaſon, and therefore will not allow 
her to come near the Door, nor look out 


at the Window, nor wear her Cloaths, nor 
dreſs her Head, nor ſpeak a Word to any 
body, but that me muſt be watched like a 


Maid, and ſhutup like a Nun. She com- 
Plains, he believes nothing ſhe ſays, nor is 


om with any thing ſhe does ; for when 


e is angry, he contradicts every body, 
and throws about whatſoever is next at 
hand, Shecomplains, there is no married 
Woman but what he courts, no Widow 
but he follows, no ſingle Woman but he 
gallants, and no young Wench but he 
makes much of; and that he only keeps 
her (unhappy Woman as ſhe is) to nurſe 
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his Children, provide his Meat, and look 
to his Houſe. She complains, he 1s not 
ſatisfied to carry the Corn, Bacon, Butter, 
Oil and Cheeſe, out of the Houle to give 
to his Miſtreſſes, but ſteals what ſhe works, 
to preſent them. She complains, he is a 
common Bubble and Gameſter, and that 
not ſatisfied to play away his Fortune and all 
he gets, he loſes the Mo /eables of the Houle, 
and her Jewels. She complains, he, often 


comes home in ſuch a Rage, fo furious 


and poſſeſt by the Devil, that no body is 
able to endure him; for he whips the Chil- 
dren, ſcolds with the Maids, beats the Men, 
and ſometimes combs her head. Theſe, 
and the like Complaints the Man makes of 
his Wife, and the Woman of her Huſ- 
band; and I think it is a great Indiſcretion 
in the Man, and Weakneſs in the Woman, 
to reveal ſuch things to thoſe who cannot 
remedy, and ought not to know them: I 
ſay, it is Weakneſs and Indiſcretion; for 
they will not ſhew any body what is in their 
Trunks, and yet diſcover that which lies in 
their Hearts, It is no harm for one Friend 
to ſhew another his Stock or his Treaſure ; 
but it is very inconvenient to diſcloſe what 
we love, what we eſtem, and what we doat 
on, which ought not only to be kept, but 
hid and concealed, The Love or Hatred 
that lie in the Heart, ought not only to be 
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ſhut, but ſealed up. What more can I do 
for the Perſon I love, if I diſcover the 
Secrets of my Heart to every body? To 
him alone who heartily loves us, and whom 
we heartily love, muſt we diſcloſe what 
lies in the Heart, Our Sufferings and 


| Misfortunes ought not to be made known, 


but to thoſe that will help us to redreſs 
them, and will bear a Part in lamenting 
them with us; for the compaſſionate Sor- 
row of a Friend eaſes an afflicted Heart. 
If this be true, as really it is, to what end 
dots a Man complain of his Wife, and the 
Wife of the Huſband, to them they know 
cannot help, but will rather ſcoff and jeer 
at them? If the Huſband commits an 
Extravagancy, or the Wife is guilty of 
ſome Falling, it is Sign of little Senſe, and 
much Madneſs, to tell it to them that knew 
nothing of it; for it is leſs harm they 
ſhould ſurmiſe it, than know it from their 
own Mouths. 


That Huſhands be careful to furniſh their 
Houſes with all Things neceſſary. 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, that Huſ- 
bands be very careful in providing for their 
Houſes, in cloathing their Wives, breed- 
ing their Children, and paying their Ser- 
vaats : for in things that are indifferent, 

SIM they 
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they may be negligent, but muſt never be 
heedleſs or forgetful of what is neceſſary. 
It is the Duty of a Huſband to get, and 
the Wives to lay up and ſave. It is the 
Duty of the Huſband, to go abroad and 


get his Living, and the Wives to look to 


the Houſe, It is the Huſband's Duty to 
provide Money, and the Wives to lay it 
out providentially. It is the Huſband's 
Duty to deal with all Men, and the Wives 
to talk to few. It is the Huſband's Duty 
to be prying, and the Wives to be cloſe. 
It is the Huſband's Duty to talk well, and 


the Wives to be proud of ſaying little. It 


is the Huſband's Duty to be zealous for his 
Honour, and the Wives to be very vir- 


tuous. It is the Huſband's Duty to be 


very liberal, and the Wives to be ſaving. 
It is the Huſband's Duty to wear ſuch 


Cloaths as he can afford, and the Wives to 


be dreſſed as ſhe ought to be. It is the 


Huſband's Daty to be abſolute as Maſter of 


all, and the Wives to give an Account of 
all, It is the Huſband's Duty to manage 
all things without-doors, and the Wives to 
take care of all within. In fine, I ſay, it is 
the Huſband's Duty to furniſh Money, 
and the Wives to govern theFamily. That 
Houſe in which each does his Duty, may 
be called a well governed Monaſtery ;, and 
that where every one draws a different way, 
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is a meer Hell. A Wife ought not to de- 
ſire of her Huſband any thing that is ſu- 
perfluous and coſtly, nor if ſhe does, ought 
he to grant; but if ſhe aſks only what is 
neceſſary, he is obliged not to deny: for a 
Man muſt engage even his Honour and 


Reputation, to furniſh his Wife, himſelf, 


and Family. The Huſband who does not 
give his Wife a Petticoat, nor a Gown, 
nor Shoes, nor Linnen, nor a Scarf, nor 
Cloth wherewith to cloath the Children, or 
pay the Servants, and yet ſees ſhe wants 
for nothing, but is plentifully ſupplied, 
fuch a Man has more Cauſe to believe, ſhe 
got it by Rambling, than Sewing. How 
many Women are debauch*d, not thro? 
I nclination, but becauſe their Husbands 
do not ſupply them with Neceſſaries, and 
fo they redeem their Wants at the Ex- 


pence of their Honour. It is not enough to 


maintain a Houſe, that a Woman works, 
toils, and breaks her Reſt, unleſs the Huſ- 
band takes pains, is vigilant, and labours; 
otherwiſe the Houſe will be ſupplied at the 
Charge of his Honour, and her Perſon. 
No Poverty or Want can excuſe a Woman, 


for doing any thing that may be to her 


Shame, and the Diſcredit of her Family; 
yet very often the Negligence of the Huſ- 


band, makes a Woman behave herſelf ſau- 


cily towards him, and impudently among 


others. 
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others. I know not with what face a Man 
can check his Wife, if he never 2 his 
Purſe to provide for her. The Husband 
who according to his Quality, maintains 
his Family, may with Juſtice and Autho- 
rity chide his Wife for her Careleſſneſs, and 
check her Extravagancies; otherwiſe he 
muſt bear with whatſoever ſhe ſays, not 
take notice of what he hears, conceal what 
he ſuſpects, and wink at what he ſees. 


That Husbands muſt not carry ſuſpicious Per- 
ſons to their Houſes. 


It is alſo wholſome Advice, that married 
Men contract Friendſhip with virtuous 
People, and ſhun ill Company; for many 
live unhappily with their Wives, not thro? 
any Faulr of the Woman, bur the Tongues 
of malicious Men. If the Huſband is a 
Fool, I have nothing to ſay to him; but 
if he has Senſe and Diſcretion, he will take 
it as an Affront, that any one ſnould pre- 
ſume to ſpeak againſt his Wife; for the 
other does not perhaps ſee her once a Week, 
and he has her every Night in Bed, every 
Day at Table, and every Hour at home. 
If the Woman is wild, talkative, looſe, a 
Rambler, leud, imperious and impudent, 
the Huſband is the firſt that ought to 
; « ; N know, 
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know, and remedy it; if he knows and 


ſuffers it, ſuch a ſenſeleſs Block head ought 
to be left to himſelf, ſince he will bear with 
it. One of the greateſt Sins we can com- 


mit, is to ſow Diſcord between Man and 


Wife; for if we diſcover any Neglect in 
him, or Weakneſs in her, we are obliged 
to inform, but may not accuſe them. Huſ- 
bands are often to blame, for that they 
ealily give Credit to their Friends, Neigh- 
bours, or Servants, who generally, when 
they ſpeak ill of a Woman, are moved ra- 
ther by Malice or Intereſt, than true Zeal. 
It is dangerous for the Huſband to be fami- 
har with ill Men, in reſpect of the Scandal 
that may accrue thereby; for ſome. are ſo 
fly and wicked, that they endeavour to be- 
come familiar with. the Huſband, only to 
gain Acceſs to his Wife. It is but reaſon- 
able, that Friends, Relations, Neighbours 
and Acquaintance of the Huſband, have a 
friendly Acceſs to his Wife, but not that 
they be familiar; for Friendſhip will be 
preſerved at a diſtance, but Familiarity 
occaſions Deſigns: I would adviſe no 
Man to repoſe ſo much Confidence in ano- 
ther, that he might truly ſay, I have the 
Liberty of ſuch a Man's Houſe, I eat, jeſt, 
talk, play, and paſs away the time with 
his Wife; for the Lady has a particular 
| Reſpect 
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Reſpect for me. I abhor that Friend, who 


cannot paſs his time, but with the Wife of 


his Friend, All that may be faid in this 
caſe, is, ſuch a Man is my Friend, and I 


am acquainted with his Wife. It is an old 


Saying, that a Man may ſhew his Wife 
and his Sword, but not truſt any body 
with them. If any Diſgrace happen the 
Huſband, by carrying a Friend to his 
Houſe, and bringing him acquainted with 
his Wife, he may thank himſelf for car- 
rying of him, but not complain of her for 
falling. 

Plutarch ſays, It was eſtabliſn'd by Law 
among the Parthians, that Wives ſhould 
have no other Acquaintance, but ſuch as 


ware their Huſband's Friends: ſo that a- 


mong thoſe Barbarjans, not only the Eſ- 
tate was in common between married 
People, but even the Choice of Friends. 
In my Opinion, the Wife ought to love her 
Huſband's Friends, and he her Kindred 
for, if he will preſerve Unity in his Houle, 
he muſt be pleaſed with his Wife, and eſ- 
teem her Relations. A Huſband mutt not 
be ſo ill-natur'd, and rade, as not to ſpeak 
to, and invite his Wife's Kindred, when 
they come to his Houſe ; becauſe it & a 
great Affront to her, and a Sign of Ill- 
breeding in him. Sometimes Women pick 
Acquaintance, and contract Friendſhip, 


that 
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3 that might very well be ſpared, tho' it be 
Bf not any-way ſuſpicious ; and yet they quar- 

| rel and fall out with their Huſbands about 
it, which is neither commendable nor to- 
lerable; for a virtuous Woman will not ſo | 
far engage in Friendſhip with any one, as f 
may diſcompoſe her with her Huſband. No 
honeſt Woman may ſay, This Man is my 
Friend, but this Man is my Acquaintance : 

for a Wife ought to make none her Enemy, 
and to have no Friend but her Huſband. I 
do not approve of Women being too paſ- 
ſionate, or zealpus in their F riends behalf; 
for ſometimes their Huſbands to cool thei ' 
Heat, uſe violent Courſes. | 


That a Wife ought to underſtand all Things | 
.. which belong to Houſe-keeping. | 

It is alſo wholſome Advice, that married | 

Women ſhould underſtand all that belongs f 

to the Government of a Houſe, as Baking, j 

Brewing, Dreſſing of Meat, Cleaning the 

Houſe, . Sewing, and the like ; for theſe 

things are ſo abſolutely neceſſary, they can 

neither live without them themſelves, nor 

much leſs ever hope to pleaſe their Hul- 

bands. | Suetonius Tranquillus ſays, that the 

Emperor Auguſtus cauſed the Princeſles 

his Daughters, to learn all thoſe things 

wherewith a Woman may maintain herſelf, 

or which are commendable in her, inſo- 

much 
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much that they ſpun and wove all that 
they wore. Let a Lady be never ſo great, 
ſo noble, or ſo rich, a Needle becomes her 
as well as a Sword does a Gentleman, or 
the Surplice a Prieſt. When the Romans 
upon a Wager, ſent from their Camp to 
Rome, to know what every Man's Wife was 
doing, the chaſt Lucretia was the moſt ap- 
plauded and commended, only becauſe ſhe 
alone was found weaving, and all the o- 
thers idle. If any one object, that among 


| Perſons of Quality, it is an undervaluing 


to ſpeak of theſe inconſiderable things; 1 
anſwer, a virtuous Woman need not be a- 
ſhamed of Sewing, or Looking to her 
Houſe, but of Prating, and being Idle; 
for the Honour of a Lady does not conſiſt 
in ſitting ſtill, but in being well employed. 
If Women would work at home, we ſhould 
not ſee ſo many debauched about the Streets; 
for there is no ſo mortal Enemy to Chaſ- 
tity as Idleneſs. $f 6 

What does that Woman think, that is 
young, handſome, healthy, free, airy and 
idle? Her Employment is to think, how 
ſhe may caſt herſelf away, in ſuch manner 
thet ſhe may deceive the World, believing 
ſhe is modeſt, and ſhe at the ſame time en- 
joy all the Pleaſure of a looſe Life. What 
greater Pleaſure is there, than to ſee a Wo- 


man riſe in the Morning, look about her 
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Houſe, ſet things in order, call the Ser- 


vants, and dreſs her Children? What 
greater Pleaſure, than to ſee her over-look 
the Waſhing, the Brewing, the Baking, 
the Cleaning the Houſe, the Dreſſing the 


Meat, and after Dinner fit down to her 


Work ? There is no Huſband ſo mad, 
but likes his Wife better upon the Satur- 
day, when ſhe ſees her Houſe cleaned, than 


on Sunday, when ſhe is ſet out in print. I 


do not like thoſe Women, that can do no- 
thing but go to Bed at one of the Clock, 
riſe at eleven, eat at twelve, and talk till 


Night; and all they know farther, is, how 


to have a Bed made to ſleep in, and a Room 
ſet out to receive Viſits; ſo that they ſeem 
born only to eat, ſleep, prate, and be idle. 
If you walk all the Houſe about, except 
the Bed where they lie, and the Room 
where they converſe, you will loath and be 
aſhamed of it; you will find it ſo ſlatternly 


and naſty; ſo that many Ladies, meerly 


for Grandeur, make their Houſe a Hog- 
ſtye. To be always employed, is a great 
Step towards being virtuous; and on the 
contrary, a Woman that is idle, is always 
ſtudying Miſchief, Ladies, believe me, 
and keep your Daughters always employ'd; 
for I muſt tell you, if you do not know it, 
that idle Hours and vain Thoughts, are 
the Foundation of all Miſchief. 

End of the Firſt Part, 
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Healthy and Pleaſant A v1 e x for 
MARRIED MEN in the Governing 
a WIFE, 


„„ - 


NTIQUITY has left many pro- 
fitable Rules for married People to 
walk by; our modern Learning has en- 


larged upon, or put them into other Lan- 
guage. 


We will take up with a more familiar 
Sort of Diſcourſe, as the Diverſion of the 


long Winter Nights ; in which, I write 


theſe Rules with an ealy, and pleaſing Stile, 
as beſt ſuits with your Condition and 
Youth, tho* diſagrecable to my Humour 
and Fortune. 

Seneca, Ariſtotle, Plutarch and Plato, 


mult excuſe me; Porcia, Caſſandra, Zeno- 
E ö 
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Bia and Lucretia, the ſo much celebrated 
Examples of this kind, muſt not be offend- 
ed; for I hope, without Sentences of the 
former, or Actions of the latter, to ex- 
preſs what you defire to hear, and what I 


defign to ſay. 


J am at Years of Diſcretion, have been 


pred in Courts, have travelled, made Re- 


marks, and remember what I have ob- 
ſerved. IT have ſeen, read, and heard. 
From this Experience will deduce my 
Rules, hence the Examples I ſhall offer : 
Theſe ſhall be.the Books I will quote; 


and perhaps ſome Tales I can remember, 


being here offered, will be no leſs to the 
purpole, and more pleaſing, than the old 
Stories of Greexs and Romans, ſo often 
ſerved up by thoſe we call Learned, and 
which as often we are apt to nauſcate. 

It is certain, all Change cauſes a Strange- 
neſs in the Mind. To remove from one 
Houſe to another, is ſomewhat irkſome. 
A Change of Life, muſt then make a con- 
ſiderable Alteration in any Man, l 


Io ſhun this Strangeneſs, conſider, Sir, 


you were born and bred to this end, to 
come to this State of Life; and this you 


long ſince knew, was the Condition al- 
lotted you. 


This 


i 
S 
——— *˙ . — 
1 


The Batchelor”'s Monitor. 39 


This State of Life is properly your own, 
the other was but tending to it, No Man 
complains, that he is arrived at the End 
of his Journey. | 

Conſider not this as any Reſtraint upon 
your Liberty, but rather as one going up* 
haſtily a ſteep Stair-caſe, wiſhes for a Place 
to reſt, ſoa Man aſcending this Ladder of 
Life, the higher he mounts, and the more 
looſely he les, the more need he has of 
the Repole of Matrimony, which is there- 
fore called a State and Settlement of Life, 
as being not only the End tended to, but 
allo a Condition of Repoſe and Quiet. 

Tho? you have not pak tu many Steps, 
that is, lived many Vears, you have {till 
lived enough ; and after —＋. a manner, it 
is high time to ſeek that Reſt you are com- 
ing to, which now comes in a proper 
Seaſon. 

The Son marrying, requites the Benefit 
he receiv'd of his Father; for had not the 
Father married, he had not been... Thus 
Men ſucceſſively contribute one to another,, 
and all to the Memory of thoſe who gave 
them their Being, and to whom they owe 
the greateſt Obligations next to God. 

Young Men are frighted at the Rela- 
tions they hear from People unfortunately 
matched; for it is more natural and com- 
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mon, that. good Food ſhould be converted 
into ill Humours by meeting that il] Diſ- 
poſition in our Bodies, than that the ill 
Humours found there, ſhould be changed 
by the Food into Nouriſhment. Young 
Men think the Bands of Matrimony in— 
ſupportable; they are ſo to thoſe who 
know not how to wear them, but eaſy to 
them that do. A ſmall Weight on a Man's 
Back is cumberſome, a much greater 
drawn upon Wheels, is eaſier. The Bur- 
thenof Wedlock is not beyond our Strength, 
it generally wants being ſupported by Pru- 
dence, and therefore appears the heavier. 

Would you know how light the Burthen 
of this ſort of Life is? Weigh it by that 
you leave; put into the Scale your former 
Reſtleſſneſs, the Dangers, the Diſguſts, 
the Diſorders of the Affections, that general 
Miſtruſt of all things (that want of Confi- 
dence in any body) Complaints which trou- 
ble, Revenge which endangers, Falſhood 
in Friends which torments, Jealoufy which 
waſtes, Courtſhip that conſumes you, the 
Pangers of your Honour, the laviſhing 
of your Health, the expoſing your Life, 
and the continual Remorſe of your Con- 
ſcience 3 then will you rejoice all this is 
left behind. 


Were 
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Were the Advantages of Wedlock no- 
other, but that it delivered a Man from ſo- 
many Evils, well might it merit the Name 
of a holy and ſweet Courſe of Life. Now 
let us ſee what ĩt is a married Man receives, 
in lieu of his ſo much boaſted Freedom. 

He is put into a. better State of Free- 
dom, and is poſſeſſed of a Woman who 
depoſites in his Hands, her Liberty, her 
Will, her Fortune, her Care, her Obe- 
dience, her Life, and even her very Soul. 
Who is there ſo blind, that weighing what 
he leaves, and what he receives, will not 


diſcover how great a Gainer he is by the 


Change? 
One of the Circumſtances that moſt con- 


tributes towards ſecuring the future Hap- 


pineſs of thoſe that marry, is the due Pro- 
portion of the Match. Inequalityof Birth, 
of Fortune, of Age, cauſes Diſputes, and 


thoſe Diſputes produce Diſcord. This it 


is that brings on all Troubles, there is no- 
Peace, and the married Life 1 is Hell upon- 
Earth. 

For the Satisfaction of Parents, it is re- 
quiſite there be ſome Equality in Birth; 
for the good of their Children, that there 


be a Proportion of Fortunes; and for the 
Satisfaction of the married Couple, that 


there be no Diſproportion Years. It does 


not 
E 3 
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not follow, that this Equality muſt hold 
b-tween Man and Wife to a Day or 4 
Year ; but the Difference ought not to be 
exceeding great, What Odds there are, 
ought always to be on the Huſband's fide, 
who, in all reſpects, muſt be ſuperior to 
the Woman: yet the greateſt Happineſs 
always conſiſts in the greateſt Equality. 

A great Courtier among us, uſed to ſay, 
There were three Sorts of Marriages in the 
World ; a Marriage of God, a Marriage 
of the Devil, and a Marriage of Death. 


Of God, when a young Man marries a 


young Woman. Of the Devil, when an 
old Woman marries a young Man. And 
of Death, when an old Man marries a young 
Woman. 


There is no doubt he was much in the 


right, for a young Couple may live with 


Content. Old Women married to young 
Men, live in perpetual Diſcord. Old Men 
married to young Women, haſten their 
own Death, either thro? Jealouſy or Ex- 
ceſs. 

But becauſe theſe things are too n 
and the meaneſt Capacities have ſome 
Knowledge of them, and conſequently the 


judicious, enough; it is time to come Par- 
ticulars not ſo obyious. 


Know 
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Know then, Sir, that by Wedlock, ano- 
ther Soul is added to your Soul, and a new 


Duty is laid upon that which before was in- 
cumbent on you; and therefore your Care 


and Induſtry ought proportionably to in- 


creaſe. Juſt as a Man, who having one 
good Farm which he looked after, and en- 
deavoured to improve if another hap- 
pened to fall to him, would endeavour to 


double his Induſtry, that he might manage 


both, without expreſſing any Concern or 


Trouble: So a married Man, without af- 


flicting himſelf, muſt double his Forecaſt 
and Care, that he may not be wanting to 
the new-Charge he has taken, and is laid 
upon him by the Wife he has received; 


not that he ſhould expoſe and ruin her, and 


himſelf in her, but that he ſhould live more 
pleaſant and comfortably with her. 

Let us ſee if it be poſſible to preſcribe 
ſome Rule of Love, which is often what 
makes married People molt unhappy ; ſome- 
times becauſe it is wanting, and ſometimes 
becauſe it is exceſſive, Let us at leaſt 
ſpread the Nets to catch this fort. of pru- 
dent Love, and let him fall into the Snare 
if he will, though it is likelieſt he will fly 


from it, and that perhaps is the Reaſon 


he is painted with Wings. 
| = The 
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The Wife muſt be beloy*d, but not ſo, 
that the Huſband be lefſened or brought 
into Danger. That fort of blind Love is 
only fit for Miſtreſſes, the-Love of a Wife 
mult have Eyes. Let him either re- 
cover his own, or borrow Sight from the 
Underſtanding,. which can plencifully ſup- 
Ply him. 

It is then a Man is lefſen'd by his Wife, 
when he forfeits his Authority, and expoſes 
his Reputation, rather than contradict her 
Will; in ſuch Caſes where it is reaſonable, 
ſhe ſhould be contradicted. It is equally. 
dangerous to. imitate Narciſſus in loving. 
another, as in admiring one's ſelf. 

There are ſome Men, who have fo little 
| Senſe, that they boaſt of their Captivity, 
It is an equal = He for a married Man to 
let it be known his Wife commands him ;. 
or that he makes her his Slave, and not 
kis Companion. 

The Privilege and the Authority that 
belongs to each, ought of right to be ſet- 
tled and made known at firſt. Fhe Huſ- 
band muſt be like the Sun in his Houſe, 
the Wife like the Moon; what Light ſhe 
gives, muſt be borrowed from bi, but 
ſhe muſt never ſuffer an Eclipſe. He muſt 
govern with abſolute Power, and his Re- 
ſpect muſt ſupport her Authority. She 


f muſt 
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mnſt fear him, and he muſt cauſe all to 
fear her, then both will be obeyed. 

In my Opinion Women are like precious 
Stones, their Price is enhanſed or abaſed, 
according to the Account we make of 
them. 

Such as marry Women above themſelves 
in both Fortune or Knowledge, are expoſed 
to great Danger. God has delivered you 
from this Danger, Sir, (and all that marry 


as you have done) becauſe you two are e- 


qual in all Reſpects, wherein there ought 
to be Equality between Man and Wife, 
and you are ſuperior in thoſe Points you 
ought to be ſo in. Elderſhip is a good 
Pledge on the Huſband's ſide to ſecure 
his Prerogative. : | 

I will not ſtay to preſcribe Remedies for 
preventing theſe Dangers ; for it is not my 
Deſign to give Counſel how to chooſe a 
Wife, but how to live with her already 
choſen. 

He who marries a young Wife, has al- 
ready half compaſſed his Ends : Tender 
Years are free . all Cuſtoms, becauſe 
ſuch as are there, having taken no Root, 
are eaſily removed. 

A Man accuſing his Wife for her ill 
Qualities before his Prince, was aſk'd by 
hun at what Age he married her? The 


Huſband 
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Huſband ſaying, at twelve Years of Age ; 
the King reply*d, Then it is you that 


ought to be puniſhed, for breeding her ſo 


11. 
A young Lion is eaſily tamed, A Bird 
grows fond of the very Wires of the Cage 


that confines him; whereas naturally the 


former is fierce, and the latter free. Edu- 
cation is a ſecond Birth, and if it differ 
from the firſt in any Particular, it is only 
that the ſecond is the more prevalent. 
A Man of Senſe and Judgment marry- 
ing a Waman at that Age, muſt imagine 
be is to be his Wife 8 Father, as well as 
Huſband, He may cauſe her to be born 
again in new Canditions : Since we ſee a 
Bear, being a Beaſt ſo unweildy, that it 
ſeems not to know how to go upon the 
Ground, dance upon a Rope, Who can de- 
ſpair of infuſing all the good Cuſtoms and 
Qualities into a young Woman that her 
Huſband ſhall propoſe ?* And what Reaſon. 
is there to imagine, ſhe will not follow and 
fuck in the bad, if the Huſband leads her 
into, and „Siren her an Example to continue 
in them? 
Very young Women are in ſome Dan- 
ger, through the extraordinary Affection 
they bear towards their Parents and Bro- 
ly and the ill Conſequences of this in- 


ordinate 
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ordinate Affection are the more to be fear'd, 
by how much they are the more paulible. 
This Affection is generally to be regulated 
by the Merits of the Parents and Relations. 
When Parents are ſuch as they ought to 
be, it is commendable ; when otherwile, 
it is requiſite that Familiarity be preſently, 
with Decency, broke off. Above all, in 
married Women, I would rather ſee Re- 
ſpect for their Parents than Love, not 
wholly to exclude it; for tliere is no true 
Obedience without ſome Love: But in caſe 
it be too much Love, and they not worthy 
of it, the Remedy is not very difficult, if 
there be Addre's and Policy in the Huſ- 
band. 


Towards the compaſſing this End, it is 


convenient the Huſband apply freſh En- 


dearment and Attractives, and that he 
court and ſooth his Wife as much more as 


would be neceſſary, were this Occaſion 
taken away. 


The Child that knows no other Suſte- 
nance but the Mother's Breaſt, leaves it for 


Honey or Sugar, which it finds ſweeter 
than the Milk. The Love of a Huſband 


is more agreeable to a Woman, than that 
of her Parents and Relations; thence it 
follows, that a Wife being cheriſhed and 
oblig'd by the Huſhand, eafily forgets 

Father, 
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Father, Mother, Brothers, and all the 


World for him. 


This Endearment ought to be managed 
with Diſcretion, and be carried on with 
Actions as well as Words. A Gown or 
Petticoat not aſk*d, ſome Curioſity unexpect- 
ed, an Entertainment abroad not thought 
of, ſlaying at home ſome Evening, com- 
home early ſome Night, and perhaps 
g late ſome Morning, are the things 
that will make way towards her forgetting 
the uſual Fondneſs towards Parents, when 


it ſo behoves the Huſhand. 


There are good and bad Examples e- 
nough of both Kinds ; but I being more 
fond of Reaſon than Chance, will give my 
Opinion in this Caſe, tho? to ſome it may 


appear new, 


I am perſuaded, this thing the World 
calls Love, is not only one, but ſeveral 
diſtinct Beir gs under the ſame Name. This 
perhaps may be the Reaſon, the Antients 
feigned ſo many Loves or Cupids, to each 
whereof they aſcribed a ſeveral Birth. I 
ſuppoſe two forts of Love: The firſt is, 
that common Sympathy or Affection, which 
of its own natural Force, (without any 
-Reaſon) carries us away to love I know not 
what, nor why : The ſecond is, that which 


continues our Inclination and Good- 


will to 


thoſe 
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thoſe Objects we know and converſe with. 1 
The firſt ends in the Poſſeſſion of the Ob- —_— 
ject deſired. The ſecond begins there | 
but in ſuch manner, that neither does the 
firſt always produce the ſecond, nor does 
the ſecond always proceed from the firſt. 
Hence I infer, that the Love produced 
N by Cohabitation, Familiarity and mutual 
W Duty, between married People, to be ſin- 
#1 cere and perfect, has no Dependance on 
that other ſort of Love, which ſprung from 
the extravagant Appetite of thoſe, who be- l 
fore diſorderly affected one another, which : 
is commonly called Being in Love; and this 7 
ſort of Inclination being often (if not coun- 4 
terfeit) only the unconſiderate Effect of 
Youth, has proved rather hurtful than be- 
neficial. 
It is not to be doubted, this miſtaken 
« Defire, which is alſo miſcalled Love, be- 
ing ill- grounded, and deſerving rather the 
o 
4 


name of a vicious Affection, expires in | 
the Poſſeſſion ef the Object, becauſe it f 

had no other Foundation but the ſatiſ- 

* fying an Appetite, which once taſting 

* what it moſt ardently deſired, ſoon ſur- 

* feits, and ever has a Loathing, and nau- 

« ſeates that Delight it ſo grecdily took the 

« firſt fill of, But, where a ſincere Love is 

* {ctcled upon ſolid Grounds, a reciprocal 

167 Cor- 
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Correſpondence, mature Reflection, Ripe- 


neſs of Judgment to diſcern, and an Eſ- 
teem of good Qualities and natural Per- 


fections, as well as exterior Form, and a 


fading Complexion z that Love, I fay, 


muſt of neceſſity be laſting, will need 
-no Arts to ſup 


the Phenix, be ſtill ſweetly burning, for 


port it, and will, like 


to riſe the more vigorous and glorious 
out of its own Aſhes. Let none object, 
that Love is blind, and cannot uſe ſo 
much Precaution. It is our vile Appe- 
tite which is blind, and to which we un- 
juſtly give the Name of Love. True 
Love is very clear-ſighted, diſcreet and 
judicious, and meaſures all its Actions by 
the Rules of Honour and Reaſon.” 

He who has a deform'd Wife, has the 
leaſt Cauſe to complain of any Man, or 


if he does, it ought to be only of him- 


ſelf. Other Imperfections may be hid; 
Beauty and Deformity are too viſible to 


be impoſed upon any Man. If he ſaw 


not the Wife before Marriage, he was in 
the wrong to take her at a venture. 

* Kings and Princes ſeldom or never ſee 
their Conſorts till ſecured ; and this Cuſ- 
tom has deſcended to all Men of any 
conſiderable Fortunes, who are often 
contracted to Women at a great Diſ- 
tance, and all the Sight they obtain of 


them 
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them is a Picture, in which the Painter 
rather expreſſes his Art than her Face, 
and is obliged to flatter, to enhance his 
Reward, And to ſay the Truth, where 


Conveniency and Intereſt is the Aim, it 


is indifferent whether a Man ſees the 
Woman or not, ſince it is not her he 


marries, but his Intereſt. If ſhe is beau- 
tiful, he ſtands not to examine her Qua- 
lities; if ſue is never ſo much deformed, 

he is ſatisfied, ſo the Portion be agree- 
able. Therefore we muſt not look upon 
this Cuſtom of not ſeeing the Women, 
as only uſual in other Countries; it is 
too much the Practice of our own. I 
muſt avow, I can no way approve of it, 
being certainly the Occaſion of ſo many 


unhappy. Matches, as may be obvious 
without deſcending to particular Ex- 


amples, which would be endleſs; for it 
is viſible, that few of the greateſt Men, 
and they are generally married after this 
manner, have no more Eſteem for their 
Wives than what Decency ſuperficially 
obliges them to; though he were to buy 
a Horſe, he would doubtleſs ſee him firſt. 
If he ſaw, and liked, his Fault is greater 
in being 10 changeable to reject now, what 
then he approved of. If Convenience 
and Intereſt prevailed above the Conſi- 
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h « deration of Form, his Crime is greateſt, 
4 * in felling his Satisfaction firſt, and not 
wo « prizing afterwards the poor Creature has 
* purchas'd him at a dear rate. Theſe Con- 
* fiderations ſhould ſtir him up to Love and 
* Reſpect ; but if they are not of Force 
enough, let him look thro? thoſe exte- 
* rtor Imperfections, he may perhaps diſ- 
* cover the Beanties of a Soul far tran- 
* ſcending all thoſe of the Body. When 
Nature is defective in one Part, it for the 
* moſt part makes amends in another. It 
is uſual with ſome Men with one Eye, 
to ſee more than others with two, Many 
* beautiful Bodics have deformed Souls ; 
and the contrary, this latter is the moſt 
; perfect Beauty. 
Let the Wife be made ſenſible, it is her 
Duty to love her Huſband abo ze all things. 
Let the Huſband underſtand, he muſt be 
in love with his Honour, and next with his 
Wife. 
Few Men will be ſo mad to marry a 
* meer Natural : for the reſt, if a Woman 
© has Senſe enough to preſerve her Honour, 
* the Huſband had better bear with Sim- 
* plicity and Innocence, which may be 
guided and informed, than with the in- 
* corrigible Humours and Vanity of Wo- 


* men, pufted up with the Conceit of their 
*Wit, 
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Wit, Diſcretion and Parts. It is cer- 
* tain, the Pride of their own Abilities has 
* debauched more Women, and diſho- 
© noured more Men, than ever could bz 


© reckoned to ſuffer damage by ignorance | 


* or Want of Judgment.” 
Sickneſs, which ſhe is ſubject to, is alſo 
a great Affliction. It is a Grief to ſee the 
Perſon beloved languiſh, and it is often 
they that deſerve it leaft ; for Good and 
Evil has always been very unequally diftri- 


buted in this World. A fick Wife muſt 


be treated with all Delicacy imaginable, 
and her Humours tolerated with all poſſible 
Patience, A Man may make this Account, 
that it being decreed one half of him muſt 
ſuffer ; it is a Mercy of God, it ſhould fall 
upon that half which will be leaſt miſſed 
in his Family. Let him conſider, it is the 


Duty of a faichfal Companion, to ſtick by 


his Company in the bad as well as the good 
way. It the Scale were turned, the Huſ- 
band would deſire to be treated in the fame 
manner by his Wite. 

There are ſome Women extravagantly 
impertinent, and never to be pleaſed; all 
their Uneaſineſs falls upon the Servants, to 
whom they become inſupportable; ſo the 
Houſe gets an ill Name, and the Maſter 


can ſcarce find any body that will ſerve 
F 3 him, 


4 
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him, It is requiſite theſe Women be held 
in, and their Power reſtrained ; that like 
People labouring under ſome infectious 
Diſtemper, they be ſerved at a diſtance, 
that lictle Ear be given, and leſs faid to 
them. Let them feel the Effects of their 
ill Humours, by leaving them without the 
neceſſary Attendance; for if this will not 
reduce them, any other Remedy is hard 
to be found, and the innocent Huſband 
fuffers for the Peeviſhneſs of his ill- natur'd 
Wife, that has gained the III- will of the 
Servants, who want Diſcretion to diſtin- 


guiſh between the Actions of the one and 


the other, and conſequently which of them 

merits their Love, and which their Hate. 
The next that come in the way, are the 

extravagant waſteful Women, the devour- 


ing Flame of Houſes and Families. This 


15 a moſt pernicious Quality, becauſe it car- 
ries ſome Shadow of Goodneſs, and is 
much applauded. A Woman ought: to 
handle Money with as much Caution as ſhe 
would a Sword or Fire, or any other thing 


The ought to be afraid of. Money in the 


Hands of a Woman, is as unbecoming as 
a Weapon. If a married Woman of her- 
ſelf, has not ſufficient Authority to turn 
away a Servant, how can ſhe pretend to 
diſpoſe of her Subſtance, in which conſiſts 


the 
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the Welfare and Happineſs of Maſters and | 


Servants, Much Caution and Diſcretion is 
requiſite, to manage one of theſe Women; 


for as in a Ship at Sea, the ſpringing a Leak, 


becauſe under Water 1s more dangerous, 
than if many Breaches were made upon the 
Deck, or Sides of the Ship that bear above 
the Sea; ſo no other Defect is equally dan- 
gerous, as the Profuſeneſs of a Wife, be- 
cauſe it is a Fault under Water; it ruins 
the main Stock, and the Family muſt in- 


evitably periſh. There are ſome of theſe 


who will mortgage an Eſtate to gratify a 
Humour, - or pleaſe their Appetite. ] 
What ſhall I ſay of thoſe wilful Women, 
who will be poſitive and abſolute in their 
Opinions; theſe, for the moſt part, are 
either very foohſh or very proud, I can- 
nct allow of arguing with a Wife, for this 
is granting them an Equality of Judgment 
and Authority, which muſt be carefully a- 
voided. She muſt be made ſenſible, it is 
not her part to underſtand, but to obey, 
and to be led, not to lead: Let her ſome- 
times be put in mind, that having in Mar- 


Triage reſigned her Will to her Huſband, 


it is now a Crime to make uſe of what is 
not her own, 

Yet a prudent Woman ſhould not be 
denied her reaſonable Demands ; ſuch a 
| Woman 
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Woman ſhould not. be hinder'd in the 
handling and diſpoſing ſof Money; yet 
there are ſome Exceptions as to Women in 
general. 3. e. prodigal Women, ſuch as 
have no Regard to the Welfare of Huſband 
and Family, ſo they gratify their own pro- 
fuſe Appetite, Such Wives cannot cer- 
tainly be too ſeverely curbed. We think 
it not ſtrange that Children and Fools, 
ſhould have Tutors or Keepers, and be 
debarred the extravagant Uſe of Money. 
Why then, if a married Woman ſtil] con- 
t inues in her Minority, and never recovers 
Senſe enough to moderate her Expences; 
ſhall not a Huſband take upon him to be 
her Guardian, her Tutor, and her Keeper ? 
I knew a Lady, who having waſted her 
Huſband's Eſtate, and drown'd his Credit 
by Gaming, was ſtill ſo fond of that de- 
ſtructive Devil, ſhe would play with her 
Servants, and loſe her wearing Apparel. I 
have ſeen another pawn her Huſband's 
Cloaths, to appear ſplendid abroad, and 
even her own Gown, to go to a Play. 
What Reſtraint, what Rigour is too great 
for ſuch Monſters as thele ? Bur on the 
other ſide, to deprive a prudent Woman 
from having a Hand in the Purſe, I look 
upon 1t not only as unkind, but inhuman, 
We truſt our Children, our- Friends, our 
Servants, 
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Servants, nay often Strangers, and ſhall 
we refuſe to truſt our ſecond Selves? We 
truſt a Wife with our Life, our Content, 
and what is moſt, our Honour, and ſhall 
we refuſe to truſt her with our Eſtates ? 
It is an abſurd Abuſe to make a Settle- 
ment on the Wife for Cloaths, for idle Ex- 
pences, to make her Preſents, to limit her 
to an Allowance, and yet all this paſſes 


with the Ignorant for Kindneſs. Theſe 


Methods are proper for a Miſtreſs, who 
may be turned off at pleaſare, and there- 
fore muſt only be fed, and nor enrich'd. 
A Wife ſhould have all at Command, ſhe 
ſhould be under no Confinement, all the 
Huſband. has ſhould be hers without Re- 
ſerve ; he has given himſelf to her, and he 
who gives himſelf reſerves nothing. This 
muſt be underſtood of a prudent Woman, 
ſhe muſt covet nothing above her Fortune 
and Quality, and he muſt oppoſe nothing 
that is ſuitable to both. No Reſtraint is 
too great for an extravagant, and no Li- 

berty too much for a diſcreet Woman. 
All theſe Faults are nothing in compa- 
riſon of Lightneſs, and Immodeſty ; I 
dare not ſpeak it out, becauſe I find not a 
Word decent enough to expreſs it. There 
is a ſort of vain, looſe, and faithleſs Wo- 
men, that are led away by every Wind 
that 
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that blows, and this is the greateſt of all other 
Evils. I will not diſcourſe of it, for it is 
needleſs to aſſign any Remedy in that caſe: 
Let every Man's Honour and Conſcience 


be his Counſellor, under theſe unhappy 
Circumſtances. An ingenious Man very 


wittily determined' this Point in few Words 


thus: Let the Huſband take all things from 
bis Wife, but Wrongs of Honour; and the 


Wife Marriage-Wrongs and all. Yet J 


muſt obſerve, it is of dangerous Conſe- 
quence to allow of that Pretence of theirs, 
that there is no Harm in Wit and Gallan- 
try. This is a Practice brought up to diſ- 
guiſe Leudneſs, and no way juſtifiable. It 
is uſual to make way with a Gimlet, before 
we drive a Nail; no Vice takes poſſeſſion 
on the Soul all at once. That Inſect, 
which in Brazil cauſes Sickneſs, may ſerve 
as an Example to all the World. It en- 
ters inviſibly, is at firſt but a Paſtime, 
grows troubleſome, paſſes to be a Diſeaſe, 
and may prove dangerous. A Woman's 
Honour may be compared to Arithmetick; 


it is as bad to be out in one as in a thou- 


ſand, Let honeſt Women balance their 
Accounts, and they will find this a ſure 
Reckoning. | 

© Cuſtom in Spain, and ſome other Coun- 
©tries, has made it ſafe for a Man to kill 
2; g © his 
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© his Wife, if ſhe is falſe to him; the 
© Law is not politive for it, but the Prac- 
© tice is frequent, and tolerated. The Law 
4 © of God does not allow it; yet we find the 
Levitical ordains a Woman convicted of 
* Adultery to be ſton*d to Death by the 
5 People. The Huſband is not here al- 
1 © low'd+to be Judge and Executioner in his 
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I © own Cauſe z; but yet Death we ſee is the is 
1 puniſhment of that Crime. If the Law * 
| of the Land did allow it, I believe it 
9 © were no Offence then before God, for the 


© Huſband to be the Executioner ; for 
© ſince God adjudged the Crime to deſerve 
Death, it is doubtleſs indifferent who ex- 
* ecutes the Sentence. If this Power were 
inveſted in the Huſband, the Terror of it 
* would prevent much ſcandalous Leudneſs, 
which now triumphs barefac'd. No Ad- 
vice can be given to a Man under this 
© moſt unhappy Circumſtance, He muſt 
* ſummon all his Diſcretion, and all his 
© Reſolution, he mult ſteer ſteadily between 
Honour and Conſcience, and let them 
both direct his Actions. That moſt per- 
* nicious Liberty, Women pretend to of 4 
Wit and Railery, ought by all Men of 2 
5 Senſe to be carefully cut off, as infamous | = 
and abominable. It is either a Diſguiſe, | 1 


© or Introduction to Lewdneſs, and De- . 
2 bauchery. = 
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© bauchery.. The Woman that haunts the 
© Doors of Chocolate-Houſes, in a Hack- 
© ney-Coach, to be thought a Wit, that fits 

* with a Maſk 1n the Pit to rally the Beaus, 

© that laughs and talks loud in the Boxes, 
and diſguiſes herſelf to be pick'd up in 
the Galleries, if ſhe is not already loſt, is 
© a riding Poſt on the Highway to Perdi- 

© tion. The Huſband who knows (and 
© unleſs he will, he cannot be ignorant) and 
bears with this, deſerves all the Plagues 
© and Miſeries that follow an infamous and 

£ lewd Wife. If Kindneſs and fair Means, 
© will not prevail to reclaim a Woman be- 
: © fore this comes habitual, there is no Ri- 
K ©-gour or Severity ſo great, but is yet too 

A | © little to correct and keep her under. 
|. It will not be proper to paſs by ſome, 
| | who value ' themſelves on their Beauty: 3 
| It is no Crime in a Woman to be ſenſible 1 
of her Worth; I have often commended 
69 it: It is as requiſite we ſhould underſtand 
MF what we poſſeſs that is good, as what there 
= : is ill in us; that we may preſcrve the for- 
= mer, and correct and put a ſtop to the lat- 
1 ter. Beauty ſhould be uſed like Quality, 
= / every body may rejoice they have it, but 
need not make it their Buſineſs to proclaim 
it, It isa Madneſs for a Man to draw his 
Sword upon every Trifle, The Huſband, 
44% : | whole 
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whoſe Wife is infected with this ſort of vain 
Glory, muſt obſerve he deals in a dange- 
rous Commodity z for this Female-ware is 
contrary to all other Merchandize ; and 
the more it is coveted, is the leſs to be va- 
lued : Therefore ſome have doubted, whe- 
ther Beauty were given as a Reward or 
Puniſhment, 

We are got out of this intricate Laby- 
rinth, and have overcome the Dangers that 
ſurround it. All theſe are to be met with 


in the World, but a prudent Man will (till 


be ſafe. We fee in Sea-Charts the Sands 
Seamen are to ſhun, are as carefully ſez 
down, as the Ports they are to anchor in. 
Having ſhewed ſome Shadows of the Perils 
and Inconveniences cauſed by the Imper- 
fections of Women, I have as good as diſ- 
covered the Satisfaction and Happineſs that 
attends a good one: And indeed that Blei- 
ſing is ſo great, it is not to be expreſſed. 
All Praiſes are too little for a virtuous 
Woman, and therefore the Huſband ought 
to treat her as a heavenly Gift. I will 


briefly touch ſome Rules that muſt be, not 


only learned, but well practiſed, in order 
to preſerve your Honour, and your Wife, 
on which that has ſo much Dependance. 
It is not enough to plant Myrtle in a Gar- 
den to adorn it, and that it may form 

plealing 
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pleaſing and delightful Figures ; the ſmall 
Boughs muſt be twiſted, and the irregular 
Branches cut, and all will not do, unleſs 
the Gardener be continually trimming and 


ordering of it, for it ſprouts and grows out 
of form. 


The Cuſtom of taking of * en 
for the Maſter, and others for the Miſtreſs, 
ought to be carefully avoided. Wedlock 
is the Union of two, why then ſhould they 
divide themſelves ? It is eaſier to give this 
Advice, than perſuade the Practice of it, 


therefore I would not quite paſs by, nor - 


will I inſiſt upon it. 


It is now looked upon as Grandeur to 
have ſeparate Lodgings and Apartments; 
ſome married People obſerve this State as 
long as they live, and ſome Huſbands ab- 
ſtain from their own Wives, more than 
from thoſe of their Neighbours. In this 
caſe let us conſult the Walls of the moſt 
ancient Buildings, and they will inform us 
what the Cuſtom was then. We ſhall ſee 
that the Houſe which then contained a great 
Lord, is now too little for an overgrown 
Yeoman. I am not fo fond of Antiquity, 
as raſhly to cry up all that was then in uſe, 
but I highly approve of the plain Way of 
living, not of Formality and Reſervedneſs. 
All the Rooms, all the Apartments ought 


to 
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to be in common between Man and Wife; 
the contrary is a very dangerous Abuſe. 
I had as good here as elſewhere, whilft 
I think of it, tell you a witty Saying I 
heard from a famous Preacher. It is this, =_ 
He who ſpends leſs than he has is a | Þ 
wiſe Man; he who ſpends what he has is a 7 


3 Chriſtian , and he who ſpends more than 
3 he has is a Thief. In a well-governed Fa- 
mily, there ſhould be no Exceſs in any 
Particular; and if there muſt be a Want, 
let it be of that which is leaſt viſible, ſuch 
as Maid-Servants, for they ought to be 
leaſt ſcen in the Houſe, but not the moſt 
unfit for Sight. If it were only to prevent 
the Trouble they are to a Family, we 
ſhould endeavour to have as few of them 
as may be. It is not convenient the Lady 


have any particular Favourite, they muſt 1 
4 be all equal in her Eſteem, ftill with reſpect | 
4 to their Degree. All muſt love her, ſhe | 


be kind to all ; they all be Servants, ſhe 

Miſtreſs of them all ; let her not become 

a Friend, or Companion to any. 1 
The beſt ſort of Servants are the Daugh- 1 

ters of thoſe that have ſerved in the Fa- 

mily, of whoſe Affection and Fidelity, 

Proofs have been given ; the Children of 

Tenants, or Neighbours ; People that have 

been long known; all of that Rank of 


G 2 People 1 


* 
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People that are not, nor ought to be a- 
ſhamed: to ſerve, and by whom the Mif- 
treſs may, without Regret or Vanity, ex- 
pect to be attended. 

There are certain Women in the World 
that are taken in as Gueſts, to keep them 
1 from harm. I will never encourage enter- 
1 taining of them. Many Ladies are proud 
2b | to protect ſuch Women in their Houſes, 

I would not be againſt doing good ; but it 


1 is an undiſcreet Charity, to take burning 3 
Coals out of the Fire that they may not be is 
3) conſumed, and put them into one*s Boſom I 
4 to burn it. This is not ſo general a Rule, 4 
l 3 but the Huſband, as he finds occaſion, may 1 


diſpence with it. 

In our Days, contrary to the antient 

Practice, it is grown a Cuſtom, for the 

Women-Servants to be as well cloathed as 

3 i their Miſtreſſes. They uſe Policy, per- 
Bm ſuading their poor Ladies (whom thereby 

they make poorer) that it is for their Cre- 

M dit their Attendants: ſhould be as well ap- 
3 | parelled as themſelves, and bring Examples | 
__— of others of leſs Quality, whoſe Maids are | 
s | better cloathed, Thus it often happens, 1 

1 the Miſtreſs is not known from the Maid; 
—_— and the Miſtreſs: is much more excuſable, 
1 than that they ſay was made by a Tenant 
I of a Nobleman, who was very young and 
| newly 
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newly married. The Tenants coming into 
the Room where the Bride and Bridegroom 
lay, and perceiving no Difference between 
them, the Hair of both being plaited, and 
neither having any Beard, he innocently 
aſked, Which of the two was the Bride- 

" groom ? for to him he would deliver his Meſ- 
ſage. With how much more Reaſon might 

3 more judicious Perſons now-a-days, ſeeing 4 

3 Miſtreſſes and Servants in the ſame Dreſs, 1 
| aſk, Which was the Lady? The leaſt In- | 

conveniency this Cuſtom brings, is the ex- 

ceſſive Charge, which yet is ſuch, that if we 

} conſider the Care and Trouble ſome Maſ- 

2 ters go through, to ſupport the Vanity of 
1 their Servants, the Slavery of the former 

is much greater in providing for the latter, 
than theirs in ſerving the others. | 
Experience teaches us, of how ill Conſe- 
quence this Extravagancy in Servants Ap- 
parel generally is : They ſeeing themſelves 
4 o gay, grow proud, and endeavour to im- 

1 prove the Opportunity to make their For- 

5 tunes, and ſtriving by thoſe Means to bet- 

ter themſelves, often run into ruin. It is 

the Huſband's Buſineſs to appoint what 

Rate the Apparel of each muſt bear; Wo- 

men muſt be allowed all Neatneſs and De- 
cency, but not all manner of Gaudineſs ; 
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every Servant muſt be cloathed according 
to her. Place. | | 

Let them not be permitted to entertain 
Gallants, or encourage Courtſhip; this is 
but uſed of late Years, and very needleſs : 
That Allowance can only be tolerated in 
Palaces, where Dread and Reverence ſup- 
2 Malice, which even there often breaks 
ooſe, and violates the Immunity of the 
Place. Great Care is to be had, what Kin- 
dred of both Sexes follow them; Couſins 
and Brothers- in- law, unleſs very well known, 


may ſpeak with them at a diſtance; and if 


they converſe not at all, it is ſo much the 
better. It is a Diſeaſe, to ſuffer Maids to 
go to their Siſters or Aunts to be cured : 
There is Danger in permitting them much 
to ramble abroad, tho? with an old Go- 
vernant to overlook them. Too much 


Friendſhip among them is dangerous, 


much Whiſpering and Secrets are ſuſpi- 
cious: They are not to be ſuffered to call 
one another by Nick-names of their own 
framing, as Huſband, Granny, Goflip, 
or my Love, my Dear, and the like; for 
this, tho" of itſelf it be not bad, is, in my 
Opinion, only a Practice like playing with 
Foils, that they may become expert to do 
Miſchicf. * 


Let 
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Yet would not I give the Advice to | 


Maſters, that Machiavel does to Princes, 
That they ſow Diſcord among their Servants ; 
that ſo every one being falſe to his Fellow, they 
may be all irue to the Maſter. A married 
Man muſt be vigilant, but muſt not expect 
to obtain Unity by evil Means, that is only 
found (if any where) in a peaceable and 
well-governed Houſe. I do not pretend 
to immure, or wholly ſhut up theſe Wo- 
men, nor refuſe them what is fit and decent, 
I only hint where the Danger lies, that 
by the Care of the Maſter, the Miſtreſs 
and Servants may eſcape it. Above all 
things, the Maſter _ endeavour to be 
belov'd by the Women-Servants, and to 
this purpoſe is to treat them with all ima- 
ginable Kindneſs; and if he finds their 
Miſtreſs wrongs them, he muſt appeaſe and 
rectify all. Let him not appear more zea- 
lous for any one in particular, but carry an 
even Hand with all. Liberality is of great 


Force to attain this End, giving them 


ſometimes what they do not expect from 


_ lim. 


As it is requiſite for the Preſervation of 
our Health, that there be a harmonious 
Agreement between the Head and- other 
Members of the Body; ſo there muſt be 
Concord and Unity between the Maſter of 
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ſatisfied to know) it is in her power to be 
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a Houſe and his Family, to live with 


| Pleaſure and Satisfaction. Women are the 


moſt ſubject to raiſe Diſcontent, and cauſe 
a Diſturbance ; therefore it is requiſite, to 
carry it very fair and even with them, leſt 
they being diſcompoſed, infect and poiſon 
the Happineſs of the Houſe. 

Part of what I have ſaid in relation to 


the Women, may be applied to the Men- 


Servants. The firſt Point I will touch con- 
cerning them is, that no one of them be fo 
diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, that it may 
afford: any Ground of Suſpicion to the Miſ- 
treſs. This often happens when Favour is 
indiſcreetly placed on any one; for Wo- 


men are apt to ſuſpect thoſe Servants are 


employed by their Maſters in ſcanda- 
lous Affairs; and they chiefly diſaffect 
thoſe that are of old ſtanding, as beheving 
them the Managers of their youthful Ex- 
travagancies : If this happen, let the Huſ- 
band convince his Wife, that rather than 
ſhe ſhall be diſſatisfied, he cannot only ex- 


clude that Servant his, Favour, but baniſh 


him his Houſe ; and if requiſite, let him 
do it; for, in this caſe, the ſupporting 
ſuch a Servant, is a Confirmation of the 
Wife's Jealouſy. I dare anſwer, a kind 
Woman that loves her Huſband, will be 


rid 


. 


4 
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rid of that Eye-ſore, ſince the Diſpoſal of 
it is left to her, Women are often like 
Colts, that go better when you give them 
their Head, and they think themſelves at 
liberty, than when they are curbed, and 


under Reſtraint, 


Paſſion and Roughneſs is not a Cure for 
Women ; they are to be treated with 
Meekneſs and Civility. If any Artifice 
were allowable between married People, I 
ſhould thivk it a good Rule to make a 
Woman believe, ſhe could do any thing 
with her Huſband ;. and yet in reality, ſhe 
ſhould have no farther Power over. him, 
than to obtain things reaſonable, A Wo- 
man of Senſe is to know, ſhe is obliged to 
honour whom her Huſband honours; and 


an honeſt Man, that he is to encourage 


none to diſreſpect his Wife. 

It cannot be denied a Maſter to have 
more Kindneſs for one or more Servants 
than for the reſt, according as each has me- 
rited by his Service. Take this as a ge- 
neral Rule in this Caſe, that no body is 
ſurprized to ſee a Servant that has deſerved 
well, in Favour; but all the World is miſ- 
truſtful, when they ſee a known unworthy 


Servant preferred. This extends to Men 


of Quality, Noblemen and Princes. 
© + nl 
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The Princeſs de la Roche Suryon in France, 
who was a moſt diſcreet Woman, and un- 
happy in a Huſband, uſed to ſay to this 
purpoſe : That of the three Faculties of the 
Soul, which ſhe had when ſhe married, her 
Huſband had taken two, and left her but one, 
which ſhe would willingly give him; for that 
he neither had Will nor Underſtanding, and 
only retained the Memory that ſhe had once 
poſſeſſed them, which ſerved only the more to 
grieve ber for the loſs. 

To be too well accompliſhed in ſome 
Women, is a thing: of dangerous Conſe- 
quence z becauſe it carries its own Recom- 
mendation, needs no Helps, and Prudence 
failing in the uſe of it; what ſeems a Bleſ- 
ſing,” turns to a Misfortune. 

It is very commendable for a Woman 
to ſing to her Huſband and Children, and 
it may be permitted her to dance, if very 
young, in her own Apartment. I cannot 
approve of learning wild Catches, and danc- 
ing Jiggs; theſe are all Incentives of Lewd- 
neſs. To rally, and ſet up for a Wit in 
every Company, at Church, at Court, at 
the Play, is moſt pernicious, and hard to 
prevent; for no body repents of that which 
gains Applauſe, be the means good or bad. 
Let the Huſband keep a watchful Eye; 
and if he reclaims her, it is a great Work; 

1 for 
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for as yet J never ſaw any that was fick of 
that Diſtemper recover. 


How diſagreeable will this Doctrine 


* ſound to many of our Ladies, and yet 
how highly commendable it is? I have 
* ſpoke, tho? little, more than will be grate- 
ful to many, in relation to their Wit, 
and will not therefore farther incur their 
Diſpleaſure on that Account. One Word 
as to Dancing and Singing: For the firſt, 
] believe all the Devils in Hell held a 
Council to invent it; for doubtleſs, never 
any thing turned more to their Account, 
or was more deſtructive to human Kind. 
More Deſigns have been ſet a foot, more 
© Intrigues carried on; and more Women 
* debauched by Dancing, than by all the 
other Contrivances of Lewdneſs yet found 
* out : The very Invention of Balls had no 
other end, but compaſſing of Women, 
* otherwiſe not to be attained; the Inven- 
© tion has been improved, and ſeems now 
* to be at the height. Dancing-Schools 
are, and have always been accounted by 
the wiſer ſort, no better than Seminaries 
of Vice, to inſnare young innocent Wo- 
* men, and ſupport experienced Sinners. 
* In fine, Dancing is reckoned the grand 
* Accompliſhment, and in reality, it is the 


grand Introduction to Lewdneſs; it is 


. | 6 called 
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called an Ornament of Carriage, and is 


© a Depravation of Manners ; it is eſteemed 
« a Perfection, and is the moſt noted Rock 
« for ſhip-wreck*d Virtue, I am not in- 
« ſenſible, I draw upon myſelf the Indig- 
nation of the Beaus, not becauſe they be- 


« lieve this Opinion falſe, but becauſe; if 


« received, it would cut them off the great 
« Advantages they make by this Exerciſe 
< towards debauching young Women : I 


« incur the Diſpleaſure of thoſe Ladies, who 


think all things good and lawful, that are 
« for Delight. But above all, the Danc- 


< ing-Maſters Anger will (with moſt Rea- 


«© ſon) be provoked, by expoſing what is 
« their Maintenance. None of them need 
be offended ; they will be no Loſers by 


< wholſfome Doctrine: for the World is 


© too wicked ever to be reclaimed. Singing 
© is a heavenly Perfection, if a Woman 
© has Diſcretion to know when to uſe and 
© when to forbear it: It is always com- 
© mendable for her to divert herſelf, to 
. © pleaſe her Huſband, to be ſociable among 
other Women; but to be heard to ſing 
© in'the Company of Men, without an ex- 


« preſs Command of her Huſband, is not 


_ © only vain, fooliſh and undecent, but ſa- 
« yours much of Impudence : A Wife that 
© ſings to other Men beſides her Huſband, 
3 deſires 
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© defires to be admired ; if admired, ſhe 
© would be beloved; and ſhe who de- 
© fires to be beloved, has no Love for her 
Honour. The Huſband, who delights 
© to have his Wife ſing among other Men, 
takes a Pleaſure ſhe ſhould be admired,and 
* conſequently merits all the ill Conſcquences 
that are likely to follow. There are Times 
and Perſons exempt from the Severity of 
© theſe Rules; a prudent Man well knows 
© how to diſcover them, and what 1s faid 
to prevent Exceſs, muſt not be under- 
* ſtood wholly to debar a modeſt and de- 
cent Liberty. 

Behold Here the Power of Cuſtom! 
Let us allow Women their Faſhions, their 
Viſits, their Walks, and the like; things, 
tho? not good in themſelves, now autho- 
rz d by Cuſtom : but I muſt be bold to 
tell you, and all the World, that extrava- 
gant Play, diſorderly Feaſting, late Hours, 
too much haunting Company, eſpecially 
ſuch as is not creditable, are the things 
which no Cuſtom can juſtify, or make to- 
lerable. Where the Huſband finds theſe 
Evils growing, let him put a ſtop to them 
in time, before they take Root; they ge- 
nerally ſpring from Idleneſs, and vain De- 
ſire; let him therefore remove Idleneſs, 
by employing her in the Care of the Fa- 
9 mi'y, 
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mily, and change the Deſire for another 
of more Honour and Advantage, as the 
Deſire of living peaceably and contentedly 
with her Huſband, aſſuring her, that can- 
not be whilſt ſhe follows thoſe Courſes. 
It is a very hard Caſe, that the Miſtreſs 
of a Houle ſhould love every thing but her 
Houſe, as appears by thoſe who are never 
in it, or when they are, it is only to help 
to ruin it. I faid it was convenient to em- 
ploy the Wife in the Government of the 
Family; it is good and convenient, not 
only in order to keep her out of Idleneſs, 
but to eaſe the Huſband of that Burden 
thoſe trivial Affairs are not fit to employ a 
Man's Thoughts, and they are proper for 
a Woman. You would laugh to ſee an E- 
lephant carry a Grain of Wheat in his 
Trunk, and you admire to ſee a poor Ant 
drag it along ; therefore our Proverb wiſely 


*. ſays, The Huſband in the Market, the Wife 


at Home. Thoſe Huſbands who will pry 


- into every thing, are as much to blame, 


as they who will look to nothing. | 
In fine, it is convenient the Wife have 
the Care of ordinary Houſhold Expences, 
to pleaſe, to employ, to let her ſee ſhe is 
intruſted, to buſy her with thoſe Thoughts, 


and divert her from others ; if ſhe does it 


well, what greater Happineſs! the Huſ- 
; - band 
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band may reckon, he has found a Servant | 
as good and as true as himfelf, who ſerves I 
him for nothing; if ſhe does it not ſo well, 1 
the Evil is tolerable. How much better is 1 
it, the Wife ſhould waſte ſomething, than 
a Servant? If ſhe does amiſs, *tis againſt 
her Will, or at leaſt with ſome Fear and 
Shame; and perhaps the Servant will do 
ul wilfully, and without any Regret. The 
Houſes of the common fort, are generally 
beſt managed, becauſe they follow this- 
30 Rule: the one brings, the other ſaves. 
FT I am of Opinion, Money ſhould be de- 

| livered by ſmall Parcels to a Woman, to- 
wards the daily Expence : not to keep them 
miſerably, but becauſe many of them 4 
(when they have much) ſpend profuſely. 
The Huſband may let her know, he is but, 
as it were, her Caſh- Keeper, that ſhe may 
have Recourſe to him, as freely as ſhe 
would to her Drawers; let him not only 
fay ſo, but make ir good by his Actians. 
He may praiſe her Management, and ad- 
mire her Frugality.. A good Taylor ſhews 
N his Art in little Cloth, and a good Coach- 
| man in narrow Streets. I dare undertake, 
if the Woman affects Praiſe, the Expence 
will be leſs the next Month. 

To ſave the Diſguſt of calling her to an * 
Account, let him tell her what he ſpends ; Y 
: H 2 and 
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and this Confidence he puts in her, will 
oblige her to do the ſame. Theſe Accounts 
between married People, are never to be 
ſtrictly balanced; it is enough the Wife 
owns herſelf accountable: The Conſequence 
will be, that a Woman never thinks her- 
ſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of what ſhe poſſeſſes; 
ſhe * muſt ſpend with Fear, and keep 
with Fear, but never be deprived of what 
the ſaves, and will then be as thankful for 
what is not taken from her, as what 18 
given her. 

It is a Cuſtom now (eſpecially among 
the great Ones) to ſettle the Wife's Al- 
lowance in the Articles of Marriage. I 
would adviſe thoſe that have promiſed, to 
perform it; and ſuch as have not, never 
to promiſe it. Marrying an Heireſs, breeds 
much Inconveniency in this Particular; for 
Heireſſes pretend to be Miſtreſſes of their 
own, and to have more Power over it than 
their Huſbands, When a Wife pretends 
to this, ſhe muſt be informed, that he who 
is Maſter of her Perſon and Life, is ſo alſo 
of her Eſtate, Who is there that gives a 
Diamond Ring in a little Box, but gives 
the BoxWith it? | 

3 Ihe Rigour our Author mentions, in 

« truſting the Wife with Money, muſt 
| be underſtood, where Women are not 
I 10 found 
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found capable of managing much, and 
© are laviſh of it: For he is unworthy of a 

good and prudent Woman, who having, 


© ſuch a one, does not entruſt her with 
all, and ms her as abſolute 1n the Diſ- 


6 poſal of it, as himſelf - and will add,, 


©that a prudent and virtuous Wife ought 
* to poſſeſs entirely the Heart, and the very 
© Soul of her Huſband, and conſequently 
cannot be debarred the Command of his- 
Fortune; all he can give, is ſtill leſs than 
* ſhe deſerves,” 

Receiving and paying of Viſits, is a 


tireſome Encumbrance.. I have before 


touched this Point, but not to content; 
much might be ſaid, but all is not fit to 
be committed to Writing. I cannot for- 
bear telling, what a Man of Senſe (who 
had none of the beſt of Wives) ſaid to me ;. 
after making many Complaints againſt his 
Wife, he concluded with theſe Words; 
Let after all, what moſt troubles me, is, that 
ſhe is ſo well beloved. And in truth, too- 
many Friends are very troubleſome ; for 
all Friends are not ſuch as they ought to 
be. What formerly was uſual, as giving a 
Glaſs of Wine, became a Collation ; from 
a Collation it roſe to a Feaſt, and now I 
know not what Name to give it, I can- 
not underſtand what Friendſhip there is in 
| H 5 ruin 
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ruining one another, deſtroying their Fa- 


milies with needleſs Expences, and tor- 
menting their Huſbands with continual 
begging what cannot and ought not to be 
oranted : If this Profuſeneſs tends to ex- 
preſs Love, that Friendſhip ts» baſe which 
is grounded on Prodigality; if to ſhew 
Grandeur, that is a needleſs Demonſtra- 
tion among Friends, 

A Gentleman fell ſick with Grief and 
Concern, to ſee himſelf loaded with Debts, 
through the Exceſs of his Wife's needlefs 
Expences; he being in a high Fever, and 
ſeeing a Diſh of preſerved Citrons, which 
his Wife uſed to treat with, tho? very dear; 
the poor fick Man ſaid, Give me that Ci- 
tren, for I will eat it all, His Wife beg- 
ged he would not eat it, becauſe Citron adds 
Fire to a Fever; and he anſwered, I know 
it is the Fire that conſumes ne; but I would 
try whether Citron have the ſame Property as 
a mad Dog, whoſe Hair applied to the Sore 
mage by his Teeth, is à certain Cure, One 
of his Servants was no leſs witty ; for be- 
ing aſked by a Gentleman, Whether he 
might ſee his Maſter * He anſwered, My 
Maſter is not in a Condition to be ſeen, for 
my Miſtreſs and her Company are eating him 
for a Collation, 


Let 
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Let the Huſband now and then give his 


Wife ſome wholſome Ad vice, warn her, nei- 
ther at home nor abroad, ever to jeſt upon, 
or nick- name any body; Women ſo nick- 
named, if the Senſe / good, are proud of 
it; if bad, will make a return; and Men 
will complain, or ſeek to return Thanks. 
That ſhe make no Reflections on the Ac- 
tions of others, whether ſuch a Man has a 
Kindneſs, or courts ſuch a Lady! it looks 
ill in a Lady (who ought only to think of 
herfelf and Family) to concern herſelf with 
the Thoughts of others. That ſhe neither 
much praiſe nor diſcommend any Man. 
This ſo different Effect generally in Wo- 
men, ſprings from the ſame Cauſe, I al- 
ways drew the ſame Concluſion from Wo- 
mens ſpeaking very ill, or very well of 
any Man. 

For a virtuous Wife's Complaints, tho? 
© never ſo juſt, ought never to be heard but 
© by her Huſband ; to him alone ſhe ought 
© to make known her Grievances, with Af- 
© feftion and Submiſſion, and from him 
© alone exyect Redreſs. A Father is not 
(if poſſible) to hear ſuch Complaints, 
, car leſs to have them made the Town- 
* talk, by putting them into the Mouth of 
« every impertinent Viſitant: But above 

6 all, if thoſe Complaints be unjuſt, how 
| much 
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* much more unpardonable is the Wife, 
that expoſes the good Name of her Huſ- 
© band, without any Fault committed on 


his fide? Any Diſcourſe is more par- 
donable, than that which is deſtructive 


of the Reputation of our Neighbour ;. 


© how much worſe then muſt it be, that 
© ſtrikes at the Credit of a Huſband ® © 


A married Man being aſked, V here bis 
Wife went to Church? anſwered, I bere- 
ſoe ver there is Muſick. In Spain, I knew 


an ancient Lady of Quality, witty and very 


virtuous, who when ſhe got into her Coach, 


and the Coachman aſked, Whither he muſt 


go? uſed to anſwer,, pere there is moſt 
People. 


I will not make too bold in this Pur 


* ticular, for fear I be judged prophane, as 


* obſtructing Devotion; but that is not 
my Deſign, only the Abuſe of it is here 


meant. Six of the Clock Morning 


Prayers and Evening Prayers (in Win- 


ter) are the Delight of ſome Ladies; 


© they had rather go a Mile on Sunday, to 
© Covent-Garden Church, or .White-Hall 
Chapel, than to their Pariſh, tho? their 
* Houſe join to it: this is a Deſire to be 
© ſeen by Men, not by God; his Preſence 
* equally in every Church, but the Com- 
< pany is not the ſame, The r 
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® ſuch of Wife has cauſe to conſider, whe- 


© ther of them it is that draws her.“ 

Well, ſince I have deſcended to ſo many 
Particulars, I will venture a little farther, 
it will divert ſo much ſerious Reflection. I 


cannot approve of trimmed Lap-Dogs, thae 


have myſtical Names: Being in a Church, 

a Page came running out of Breath, to aſk 
me, If I had ſeen ſuch a Lady's Deligbr, that 
Was loft f And, having aſked what the 
Lady's Delight was, found it was a little 
Dos of that Name. Parrots and Monkies 
are needleſs Troubles, and often inſpire ill 
Thoughts, Miners by the Graſs, and 
Flowers that grow upon the Earth, know 
whether there be a Gold- Mine or not; ex- 
terior Signs diſcover what is within. I be- 
gin to be ſo impertinent, I ſhall not leave 
a Bird. What is the uſe of Singing-Birds, 
that in Summer begin to whiſtle with the 
Day, and are faid to divert the Thoughts 
in the Morning? What better Employ- 


ment for a Woman's Thought, than the 


Huſband that lies by her Side? 

I proteſt, I ever loathed the Ladies in 
Romances, becauſe I always found Lap- 
Dogs, Lions, and Dwarfs about them: fo 
great is my Averſion from that ſort of Ver- 
min, that I cannot bear with them in fa- 
bulous Books; think how I ſhall like them 
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when real. But it is no Reaſon my parti- 
cular Fancy ſhould make a general Rule 
let this paſs as a Caution to any Man, that 
is of the ſame depraved Humour. 

The Spaniards highly commend good 


Houſwives, who love home, and mind the 


Affairs of their Family; they extol them 
ſo much becauſe they are ſcarce, and it is. 
hard to find ſuch a Woman among them. 
However it is ſaid of Queen Margeret, 
Mother to Philip the Fourth, that ſhe and 
her Ladies embroider'd, and fold their 
Work, the Profit whereof was given to 
the Nuns. So did! the late Queen of Por- 
tugal, and her Aunt Queen Catherine, who 
enriched Monaſteries with their Work; 
many Pieces whereof are yet to be ſcen. 

Margaret de Valois, who was Queen of 
France and Navarre, whoſe Writings Tad- 
mire, and whom [I look upon as the wiſeſt 
Woman of her Age, does not ceaſe to ex- 
preſs how-much ſhe was pleaſed to ſee the 
Counteſs de Lalain, being at Table with 
the Queen, open her Boſom to give the 
Breaſt to a Child ſhe ſuckled herſelf, The 
Queen highly extols that Deed of the Coun- 


tels, and ſays, ſhe never envied any Action 


in Woman but that. 
How it pleaſes me to ſee a Woman ig- 
norant of thoſe things, ſhe ought not to 


know x 
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know; or at Jeaſt appear fo, though in 


reality ſhe does know them. I look upon - 


it as a great Perfection when they err in 
thoſe Affairs, which might bring a Re- 
flection upon them, if rightly managed, 
Let a Woman underſtand what 1s proper 
for Women, let her read and diſcourſe of 


ſuch things; and let none but ſuch be of- 
fered her to read or diſcourſe of. 


What ſhall I fay of Laughter? If a 
Woman has white Teeth, a pretty Mouth, 
and Dimples in her Cheeks, therein hes the 
greateſt Danger. Some. of theſe fort of 
Creatures will laugh all the while at a Fu- 
neral Sermon, only to expoſe their Trea- 
ſure. It is infallibly true, that much Laugh- 
ter betokens Folly. Far be it from me, 
that I ſhould perſuade a Woman to be al- 
ways melancholy, this only ſerves to ſhew 
her Life is uneaſy. Let her be merry, and 
laugh at home at her Table, with her Huſ- 
band, Children and Friends; when ſhe 
goes abroad, let her leave her Laugh- 
ter at home, as bhe Serpent that caſts 
up its Venom before it drinks, and after 
drinking ſwallows it again: When ſhe 
comes home, let her reſume her Mirth. 

A Wife ought always to be dreſſed neat 
and decently in the Houſe ; her Servants 
ſhould never ſee her in any unbecoming 


Garb. 
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Garb. As ſhe is obliged to endeavour to 
pleaſe none in the World but her Huſband, 
lo ſhe ſhould always appear to him, as if 
all the World ſaw her. 

There is no Neceſſity a Woman ſhould 
© always be ſet out in the Houſe, in all the 
* Formalities of a ſtrict Dreſs ; Conveni- 
© ency and Eaſe has found out what is called 
* Undrefſes, as decent, as becoming, and 
* as modeſt. Some are no ſooner married, 
but they grow careleſs, either through 
Affectation, or natural Lazineſs: They 
all uſe the ſame Plea, to wit, That they 

« are married. The fame Arts they uſed 
to gain a Huſband, the ſame they ought 
to uſe to preſerve him. Yet Women 
would all appear like Angels abroad, and 
« value not (many of them) how like De- 
« vils they look at home. They would be 
'< ſeen gay and glorious by thoſe they pre- 
tend not to regard, and be always diſ- 
« compoſed and loathſome in the Eyes of 
him they ought alone to oblige. Nor 
« does it end here; they will receive Vi- 
« ſits, and expoſe themſelves in that un- 
* ſeemly Manner to the Eyes of their 
Friends, or thoſe who only — to be 
© ſo. This is a Contempt of the Perſon re- 
© ceived, and a great leſſening of her that 
© receives the Viſit. To appcar in a diſ- 
120 | agreeable 
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© agreeable Garb to the Huſband, breeds I 
« Diſtaſte ; to be ſeen ſo by Strangers, pro- 1 
I « duces Contempt. To this purpoſe, a 
« Courtier being invited by a Friend, and 
ill treated, ingeniouſly ſaid to him, IJ 
© thought wwe had not been ſuch intimale 


| Friends. 6 | 

1 Some Men there are, who proud of their 
1 Wives Abilities, or Beauty, make them 
4 the common Subject of their Diſcourſe, and 
| 


, take all Opportunities to ſhew them, and, 
6 their Perfections. This looks as if they 
expoſed them to Sale, and is expoling their 
Virtue to be tried ; for the more beautiful, 
the more charming a Woman is, the more 
others (as well as the Huſband) wikgiftect 
her; and the more he makes her publick, 
the leſs worthy of her, will ſhe and th 
believe him. I do not pretend, he ſhould 
not be free and eaſy with his Friends, that 
he ſhould not enterta'n them in his own, = 
and be entertained in their Houſes, that = 
he ſhould hide his Wife, and be afraid of " 
every body that ſees her; either Exceis is 8 
equally bad; bis Houſe muſt neither be a 1 
Goal to her, nor a publick Place of En- 6 
tertainment for all the Wold ; it is fit ſhe 
grace his Table, when te invites his Friends 
and familiar Acquaintance, not that ſhe 
de made the Diſcourſe of his wild and ex- 
7 © 1 travagant 
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travagant Companions. It is the Duty of 
the Wife to ſee all things be in __ Or 
der, that nothing be wanting; to be pleaſed 
and eaſy with her Huſband's Gueſts, and 
to know (without being bid) to — 
if requiſite, and when to ſtay, if conve- 
nient. Her Behaviour will produce Re- 
ſpect, if good; and all that ſee it, will look 
upon her as we do upon things holy, at a 
diſtance, without preſuming to approach. 
Married Women are pleaſed and oblig'd, 
when their Huſbands tell them what they 
know, what they hear, and what News 
there are about the Town. To be too re- 
ſerved, is the way for a Man to be hated ; 
to be open, an infallible Way to be 
deſpiſed, A Man muſt chooſe a * 
between both thoſe Extreams, ſo that his 
Wife may not think he flights her, nor he 
give Occaſion to be undervalued by her. 
A diſcreet Man will never tell his Wife 
the Stories of his youthful Amours and In- 
trigues: for they produce two ill Effects; 
the one, that they diſcover their own Frail- 
ties; the other, that they ſhew them how 
eaſily ſome Women are drawn in. He 
muſt by no means ever entertain them with 
the Failings of other Women; but if things 
happen to be mentioned that are ſo noto- 
rious, they cannot be deny d, he may = 
cuſe 
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cuſe them, or evade the Diſcourſe. Let 
him always mention thoſe things with Hor- 
ror, and lay all the Blame of fuch Miſcar- 
riages upon the Huſband, ever excuſing 
the Wife. This will denote, that a good 
Huſband will not fail of a good Wife, as 
it commonly happens; and that he being 
ſuch, expects the like Return from her. 
We often ſee married Women of un- 
tainted Reputation, keep Company, and 


be familiar with ſome whoſe Credit is either 


quite loſt, or runs very low, Much Pru- 
dence 1s . in this caſe; but the 
ſafeſt Courſe is wholly to avoid them. 
Honour is like a Looking-Glaſs, any Stroke 


breaks it, and the leaſt Breath clouds it. 
Perhape, ſome are the more free to con- 


verſe with ſuch Women, relying upon their 


own unſpotted Fame. But the ignorant 


Vulgar, either cannot, or will not diſtin- 
guſh between Good and Evil: For the 
moſt part, he who ſhoots hits not exactly 
the Mark, but near it: ſo cenſorious 
Tongues being about to ſpeak ill of any 
Perſon, hit not at firſt upon the right, and 
perhaps defame thoſe whoare next to them. 
I have always Recourſe to the moſt natu- 
ral and eaſy Compariſons; and am there- 
fore ſurprized in this caſe, when I conſider, 
that one only Drop of Ink falling into a 


12 Bottle 
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Bottle of fair Water, is enough to diſco- 
jour it all, and that a Hogſhead of fair 


Water is not ſufficient to make a ſmall 


Viol of Ink clear. This is the Caſe between 


a gcod and bad Reputation; the beſt can 


never wipe off the Stains of the bad, and 
the bad always ſullies that which is never ſo 
good. We find, Health is not catching as 
Diſeaſes are; e en it was well ſaid, 

That Good is not like the Itch, but Evil perbat's 
may be ſo. The diſcreet Management of the 
Huſband, muſt draw a Woman. from ſuch 
Company. A Friend of mine behaved him- 
ſeif ſingularly well in this Caſe : He always 


_ preſſed his Wife to viſit, go abroad, and 


keep company with ſuch and ſuch Ladies, 


of whoſe Integrity and Good Name he was 


fully ſatisfied 3 and by this means conti- 


nually hindered her from viſiting, going 
abroad, and keeping Company with others, 
of whom he did not ſo well approve. 


Among the many ill Cuſtoms, Liberty 
* has introduced in England, none has pre- 
* vailed rnore than this, which is one of the 


'© worſt that is, for virtuous Women to 


keep Company with ſuch as are lewd, 
* or have the Reputation of being ſuch. I 


am of Opinion, the Ladies of the firſt 


* Quality are the firſt who gave way to this 


* Abuſe, making themſelves familiar with 


the 
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. the Miſtreſſes of Kings; and as the infe- 
rior Ranks ſtrive to mimick all their Ac- 
tions, ſo they could not forbear Imitation 
even in this, and it is thereby deſcended 
to all Degrees. There is now little or 
no Diſtinction between the Wife and the 
Miſs, they all herd together, and they 
having made this Equality between them- 
* ſelves, no wonder if Men make no great 
Difference in the Reſpect they pay to 
both. The greateſt Ladies are guilty of 
* the greateſt Crime ; they not only com- 
* mitted the Fault, but gave the Example. 
The others are equally guilty in the 
Practice, though not ſo criminal in the 
* Scandal. Strange, that thoſe who ſhould 
be the Patterns of Honour and Virtue, 
have ſo much degenerated as to counte- 
* nance Infamy and Vice, by affociating 
© themſelves with the Profeſſors of it; as 
© if the Bed of a King ſanctified Lewdneſs, 
* or the Title of Dutcheſs and Counteſs, 
would wipe away the Name of a Proſti- 
* tute, This has incourag'd Men to keep, 
*and Women to be kept by them in the 
face of the World, the Difference of Re- 
* ſpe&t being now ſo little, or rather none 
between a Wife and a Wench, The Ef- 
* fect. of this Converſation is obvious e- 
* nough; what elſe is it has debauch'd ſo- 
13 many 
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* many Women well- born, and what is it 


« elſe that has made the Credit of moſt 
Women ſo dubious ? If you handle Pitch 
* ſomething will ſtick ; if you keep ill 


© Company, you will get ſome ill Haunt. 


OT one is to be known by his Com- 
* pany; ifa Man is always among Thieves, 
he muſt expect to be thought one of 
them; if a Woman among W—res, ſhe 
cannot avoid the Imputation, The mar- 


© ried Woman that values her Honour, that 


loves Virtue, and deſires to promote the 
Peace of her Family, will abhor ſuch 
Company, and fly ſuch Converſations. 
A prudent Huſband, if he find his Wife 
© the leaſt inclin*d to it, will diſſuade, will 


divert, and when 3 means fail, muſt 


make uſe of his Power, and Authority, 
to draw her from it. 

Moſt Wives look upon it as unkind or 
uncivil, in the Huſband to extol the Beau- 
ty, Air, Shape, or good Parts of other 
Women; yet it may be tolerable, if it 
goes not too far. In this Particular, a 
Man may take his Meaſures from the Hu- 
mour, Age, Beauty and good Qualities of 


| -his Wife; for they who have a Stock of 


their own, are better pleaſed to hear the 
Perfections of others ſpoke of, 
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AMan of Quality diſcourſing with his 
Wife (whoſe Ingenuity and Wit far ex- 
ceeded his) highly commended the Beauty 
and good Parts of another Woman. The 
9 Wife bore with it as long as ſhe could; 
1 but finding him ſtill proceed, ſhe ſaid, To 
| ö be reveng*d for your ſo much extolling that 
| Lady, I could only wiſh you were married to 
4 Ber, that you might ſlight her, and to ſee how 
| fhe would behave herſelf, when you ſhould 
praiſe me as you do ber. 

This does not hinder a Man from being 
1 complaiſant and civil among the Ladies, 
5 when there is Occaſion for it, for all Men 
of Honour are oblig'd to it; and Matri- 
mony does not debar us that Liberty which 
is commendable and decent, ſo it exceed 
not the Bounds of Courteſy and good Man- 
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a HERE can be nothing more un- 
ſeemly, than to ſee Women ſet up 
* for Judges of the Shape, Behaviour and 
Parts of all the Men they ſee. Some 
there are will ſo nicely delineate, and fo 
* curiouſly deſcribe every Fop, one would 
think they ſpent their Life in the Study 
* of Man, Others praiſe with ſuch Eager- 
© neſs and Concern, they give more occa- 
ſion to ſuſpect they are moved by Aﬀec- 
© tion, than the bare Conſideration of Me- 
© rit, Neither becomes a Wife, who ought 
© to ſtudy and admire none but her Huſ- 
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© band, all the reſt of Mankind ought to 
* paſs as if unſeen, or ſeen ſo as not to be 
regarded. . 


There are a conceited ſort of Men, 
* who never give over railing at our pre- 
* ſent Faſhions, not that they miſlike them, 
but to be thought wiſer than all the 
World. Nothing will down with them, 
but former Ages; and this is only a miſ- 
taken Aﬀectation, to be thought well- 


read; whereas in reality, nothing more 
** expreſſes their Ignorance. - I cannot be- 


* lieve, the World was ever better or 
* wiſer than it is; for, if we conſult 


* Hiſtory, we ſhall find no Age but aboun- 


ded in Wickedneſs and Folly as much as 


* ours can do; and, if we read the antt- 


© enteſt of Poets, we ſhall find nothing 


they exerciſe their Wits in more than Sa- 
* tyr, in expoſing and railing at the Vices 


of their Times. Even as it was then, 


* ſo it is now; none more vicious than thoſe 


Poets, who ſo much exclaimed againſt 


Vice; none more depraved, than thoſe 
* who now revile the preſent Age.” 
To fondle and dally with one's Wife at 


Table, before Servants (much uſed by 


many Men) is very indecent, a leſſening 
of the Gravity and Stayedneſs of the Hul- 
band, and contrary to the Modeſty of the 

Wife. 
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Wife. In this caſe, if the Man wants Diſ- 
cretion to refrain, the Woman ought to 
have the Prudence to obſtruct it. 

When you have Children, never tell of 
their pretty Actions, or ſeem overjoyed at 
their Wit; that only ſerves to make them 
rude, and is no Credit to the Father, 
Mothers would have the Fathers take them 
in their Arms, and play with them; if 
ever you happen to commit this Weakneſs, 


let it be very private, that none ſee it, no 


-more than you would be ſeen ſtealing, or 
committing any other Crime, It does 
not belong to a Man, to make himſelf his 
Child's Nurſe or Cradle. It is very pre- 
poſterous to make Grimaces, and ſpeak to 
them in their own imperfect Language; it 
ſuffices to ſee, love, and take care of their 
Education. All other Fondneſs belongs 
to the Mothers, who are not at all to be 
imitated in thoſe Actions, nor that Care 
and Employment uſurped by the Father. 
* Now I hope the Ladies will be of my 
© fide. I have already ſpoke as to the Re- 
5 gard due to Antiquity, when Experience 
has taught us better, and more conve- 
* nient Cuſtoms than our Forefathers left 
© us. It is to me prepoſterous, that a Man 
can pretend to love his Wife, or indeed 
©to have any Regard for his own Satiſ- 
faction, 
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faction, and oblige the Mother to nurſe 
it. Cana Man make a Slave of her he 
© loves? Can he be pleaſed, ſhe ſhould 
© not have a quiet Night? Can he be ſa- 
« tisfied to ſee her want an Hour of Reſt in 
the Day? There is nothing more vain, 
© than to think a Child is the leſs belov*d 
for being bred abroad, the Eyes of the 
Parents may be upon it, and nothing 
will be wanting. But ſuppoſing a Man 
to have ſo little Regard of his Wife, yet 
< ſtill ſure in Reſpect to his own Quiet and 
Satisfaction, he would never endure all 
© the Impertinencies that attend the Breed- 
© ing of Infants. Milk is the Nouriſhment 
© of the Body and not of the Soul, there- 
© fore, provided a Nurſe be ſound and 
© healthy, I cannot conceive what Danger 
© there can be in the Breaſt, I ſhall as 
* ſoon believe it may alter the Shape, as the 
© Inclinations of a Child. As for the wiſe 
parallel between nouriſhing the Child in 
the Womb, and ſuckling it after it is born, 
vit is not at all pertinent; for no Argu- 
ment can be drawn to prove, that becauſe 
* a Woman endures the Pain that Nature 
has indiſpenſably laid upon her during N 
that time, ſhe muſt intail Miſery on her- s 
] © ſelf for ever; and doubtleſs there is none, 'v 
FF *< even the fondeſt of Mothers, who, if it 4 
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were poſſible at any rate to transfer the 
« Sufferings of Child-bearing to another, 
* would not think the Purchaſe cheap, tho? 
at never ſo great a Price.” 

Jo preſcribe Rules for the Education of 
Children, is a Matter of too large Extent, 


and a Subject deſerving a particular Trea- 


tiſe, the Buſineſs in hand is only to give 
ſome Inſtructions for a married Liſe, to- 
wards making it the more eaſy and plea- 
ſing. 

It is proper to put you in mind of cor- 


recting a looſe and diſorderly Courſe of 
Life, which the more a Man followed be- 


fore Wedlock, the more he ought to ſnun 
after. When a Priſoner happens to break 


Goal and make his Eſcape, though he be 


at never ſo great a diſtance, he thinks not 


himſelf ſafe as long as any Part of his Chains 
is remaining abcut him. Fly the very 


Thoughts of all paſt Vices as you would 
the Plague, caſt off all the youthful wild 
Delights, and do not offer ſo much as to 
look back towards them, not even to ſee 
how far they are from you. It was an ex- 
cellent Fiction of the Poets, that Orpheus, 


when he went toHell was in noDanger there, 


till being come out again, he looked back. 
That 1 is really the moſt deplorable Eſtate, 
when 
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when a Man after leaving a wicked Courſe, 
falls back into it again. | 

Many Men (I know not with what Con- 
fidence of themſelves) entertain familiar 
and expenſive Friendſhip with modeſt La- 
dies, and believe they no way wrong their 
Wives, But the Conſequences are often 
very bad ; for moſt married Women are 
at firſt offended with the extravagant Ex- 
pences, and Diſorders of their Huſbands, 
and by degrees fall into perfect Jealouſy, 
Nor can they be blamed, for it is no leſs 
wrong in a Huſband to be defective in the 
Tenderneſs and Affection he owes to his 
Wife, than in any part of that which is 
moſt generally and properly called the Ma- 
trimonial Debt; but the Injury will be ſo 
much the greater, when offered to one who 
places all her Satisfaction in the Kindneſs 
and Love of her Huſband. 

I will not fo ſlightly run over the Word 
Fealouſy, which is a Hell upon Earth, whe- 
ther a Man be infected with it himſelf, or 
infect his Wife. It is the greateſt of 


Plagues among Men, it takes away al! 


Quiet of Mind, and moſt cruelly torments 
thoſe it is once poſſeſt of. It has been, 
and is ſtill much diſputed, whether is the 
greater Torment for a Man to be jealous, 


or give occalion to his Wife to be ſo. I will 
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not decide it, but abhor either. -Many 
there are, who make no Account of ad- 
miniſtering Cauſe of Jealouſy, but are 
highly concerned at the leaſt Shadow of- 
fered them. This is a notorious Overſight, 


for generally the Cauſe given is grounded 


upon ſtrong Suſpicions, though ſo little re- 
ſpected, and that which a Man takes to 
himſelf, and ſo highly reſents, is raiſed only 


by Imagination ; and Women being more. 
revengeful than frail, it often happens their 


Revenge has more fatal Conſequences than 
their Frailty could have. It was ingeni- 


ouſly ſaid, That Fealouſy is like Cod; for it 


males ſomething of nothing. This is its Pro- 


perty, and therefore ought to be baniſhed 
the Houſes of all wiſe and good Men. The 
Torment that Men and Women endure by 
this curſed Imagination is incredible, and 
therefore, with good Reaſon, it has been 
called a Viper, which kills them that bring 
it forth. I adviſe all married Men to ſhun 
this Plague ; and that they do not give oc- 
caſion to kindle that Flame in thoſe they 
love oy ought to love, which they ſo much 
and ſo juſtly dread in themſelves. An 
ingenious Man uſed to ſay, That when a 


Man once gave his Wife to underſtand he 


was jealous of her, he was gone half-way 


towards making her give him an occaſion 
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to be ſo: Alluding to that Saying, That 
ſetting out is as good as half the Journey 
perform'd. As the Law has not aſſigned 
Puniſhments in ſome Caſes that may hap- 


pen between married People, believing 


they would never be practiſed ; ſo a Man 
muſt never entertain a jealous Thought, as 
not believing there can be any Occaſion for 
it. 1 muſt diſtinguiſh between Prudence 


and Jcalouſy ; Prudence prevents, removes 
and cuts off all Occaſions of Suſpicion. 
' Jealouſy does nothing of this nature; but 


on the contrary, a Man muſt be cautious 


and prudent to avoid being jealous, I will 


explain my ſelf by a Compariſon, A pru- 
dent Man is like the Commander of a Fort, 
who continually by Day and Night has his 
Spies abroad to obſerve all Enemies, tho* 
he know of none, that if any ſhould ariſe, 
he may not be ſurpriſed. Such a one lives 
ſecu:e, eats with Comfort, and ſleeps at 
Eaſe. A jealous Man is like another Com- 
mander, who fearing what is, and what is 


not, ſhuts himſelf up in his Fort, is afraid 


of the Wind that blows, and ſuſpects the 


Motion of the Leaves, and therefore with- 


out any Honour or Profit leads his Life in 
conlinual Frights and Suſpicions, without 


. knowing the Comfort of Peace and Tran- 


quility. 
K 2 Here, 
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Here, by the way, I would put all thofe 


that ſhall happen to read this Book in 
mind, 
preſcribe. ſo much Caution and Reſerved- 

. neſs, my Deſign is to raiſe Jealouſy between 
married People ; but rather that I propoſe 
ſo many Methods of Security, to take a- 
way all Cauſe of Suſpicion. 
doubt, the Obligation would be much the 
greater to a Doctor, that would keep us in 

Health when well, than if he ſhould let us 
fall ſick, and then cure us. 


they muſt not believe, becauſe J 


There is no 


Gaming, in all forts of People, is a 


ſcandalous Employment in caſe they make 
it their Buſineſs; otherwiſe it may be only 
a Diverſion, or Paſtime moſt peculiar to 
great Men, who want other Affairs to take 
up their Time. 
play as much as is juſtifiable, if I could pre- 
ſeribe how far it is lawful z but yet I find it 
a greater Difficulty to curb the dangerous 
Paſſions, thoſe who play are ſubject to, as 
Anger and Covetouſneſs. Upon very flen- 
der Matters a Diſpute is ſet on foot, and 
that is improv'd to a Quarrel, where Life 
and Honour are at ſtake; for it is not the 
Value of the thing Men inſiſt upon, but 
the Nature of the Diſpute. 
many Examples of the Miſchiefs cauſed by 
Play, lo many Diſaſters follow it, they 


I would eaſily 
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need not to be repeated, our own Expe- 
rience can inform us. A diſcreet Man was 
uſed to ſay, That Wine, Tobacco and 
Play ought to be fold like Drugs at the A- 

thecaries-Shops. When a Batchelor plays 
= ventures what is his own, if we may al- 
low what he loſes to be his. A married 
Man plays what belongs to others; for he 


has right but to his Share of what belongs 


to his Family, and conſequently his Wife, 


Children and Servants have theirs. Then 


how can he, with a ſafe Conſcience, ven- 
ture and loſe that which is not his own. 
A Nobleman, who was much given to 
Gaming, had a Daughter he dearly loved. 
Being once at play, he loſt his Money, and 
ſent ſeveral times home for Jewels and o- 


ther things of Value, which were the beſt 
Part of his Daughter's Portion. She re- 


ſenting it, as ſhe had Reaſon, went to the 
Place where he was at play, and he much 


furprized to ſee her, aſk'd, what ſhe wanted 
in that Place? She anſwer'd, Sir, I am 


come, that you may play me away too; for it 


is to no purpoſe to keep me after loſing all Twas 


to have. 


One who praiſed Gaming, called it The 


Academy of Patience. It might be ſtil'd 
ſo, if Patience were to be learnt there, as 


it is worn our. I am often conſidering 
| K 3 the 
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the Slavery of a Gameſter, and can never | 
ſufficiently admire at it: For when Jadg- {| 
ment is given againſt him, tho? in a Mat- 
ter of ſmall moment, by a Stander-by, and 
confirmed by two or three more, yet he 
raiſes Objections, appeals, protracts the 
time, and at laſt, either he does not pay, 
or at leaſt. he complains z and then, they 
are ſo obedient to a Pair of Dice, that they 
par with their Money, becauſe 6 came up 
il efore 8, or 11 followed 7. I confeſs, I | 
1 can never conceive, why in the one Cafe | 

| - they ſhould be fo obſtinate, and fo ſubmiſ- | 
1 five in the other! To conclude with Gam- 
| | ing, I will only add a witty Expreſſion of | 


1 one of our Courtiers: He uſed to ſay, he 
1 wiſh'd his Enemies but three Plagues, to 
| [i be reveng'd of them, To oft more than 
= | ſhould be given them; to lay Wagers they 


4 Gould loſe ; and play more Money than they 
tf Jpould wip. 1 85 7 
| When Gaming was practiſed upon the 
þ | Square, and it was a Shame and Diſho- 
. | * rour to cheat, then Play (tho? not good) 
1 was in ſome meaſure more excuſable, 
N | * Now Play is no longer a Diverſion but a 
| Fraud; and Cheating is accounted Wit 
| * and Skill, not Infamy and Vice, What 
| © Pretence can a Man (who has any Senſe 

* and Honeſty) have to Gaming ? If he 


1 | plays 


—. 
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* plays fair, he loſes his Money, and is 
laughed at for his Ignorance ; if foul, he 
* robs another; and tho? none elſe G his 
* Conſcience muſt accuſe him of the Wrong, 
There is no need to inſiſt much upon this 
© Point, and it needs no Proof; all that 
* know any thing, know it to be true, and 
© to convince Stupidity is impoſſible : But 
© there are many Men generally cautious, 
* and who will ſhun playing high; yet 
think themſelves ſafe enough, venturing 
© but little; this is often the moſt tempting 
Bait, to draw them into Ruin. The De- 
vil never puts Man upon the blackeſt Vil- 
© Jainies at firſt; he draws him on by de- 
© orees, from one to another, till he —.— 

© him beyond all Shame and Remorſe. Juſt 
* ſo a Gameſter, who defigns upon one that 
© ſees not into his baſe Projects, allures him 
with playing for what is inconſiderable in 
Value; then the more to pleaſe, let him 
* win: Covetouſneſs ſoon overcomes his 
ky Reaſon, and the Winner believes this 
Gain is the Effect of his good Play or 
© Fortune, and it is only the Bait to deftroy 
him. Thus blinded, he forgets his good 
_ © Reſolution, riſes on the: Confidence of his 
* Succeſs, at one Caſt loſes what he had 
won, and in a few more, all he has of 
his own. Yet, ſuppoſing a Man to have 


© fo 


< little, But he who meerly plays for theſe 


„Gaming is a Trade, where they cannot 


© they cannot forbear it, tho? in Matters of 
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© ſo great a Command of himſelf, as never 
© to venture more than 1s very inconſi der- 
© able, ſtill of that he will have no Satiſ- 
faction; for the Diverſion of Play con- 
« ſiſts in the Chance, and the chief Plea- 
* ſure is, the Hope to win, tho* never ſo 


Ends, muſt neceſſarily fail of both; for 
e he has no Chance, and conſequently no 
« Hopes to win, becauſe thoſe to whom 


* propole a greater Profit, lay hold of the 
© leſſer; Deceit in them is a Habit, and 


© ſmall moment; or if they could, they . 
would not, for fear leſt practiſing Ho- f 


< neſty, any thing of it might ſtick to them. 


© T have done with the Men, only one word 
© to the Women, If it be unlawful in the 
« Huſband, who is Lord of all, to expoſe 
© his Fortune to the Hazard of Play, how 
much more is it to be condemned in the | 
Wife, who is not Miſtreſs of herſelf, much 
© leſs of his Eſtate? Nor muſt they pre- 
© tend, there is more Innocence, and con- 
, ſecuently leſs Danger among their Sex; 
* Women are improved to all the Crafts of 
of Men; they are as well {kilPd in all the 
« Frauds of Play; they uſe as little Con- 
« ſcience, have s $ Regard of Honour, and 
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© are under no Apprehenſions of Puniſh- 
© ment for Crimes of that nature. In fine, 
* it is Villainy to impoſe upon another, and 
« Folly to expoſe one's ſelf to be impoſed 
© upon.” 

There is another Danger as great as any 
yet ſpoke of, which is, that of being wholly 
devoted, or rather bewitched to Friends; 
and ſome Men upon this Account, mind no- 
thing but Hunting, Feaſting, Rambling, and 
Debauching with them. The middling Sort 
of People are moſt expoſed to this Evil; 
for among the great Ones, Friendſhip is ſo 
rare, they can never reap the Advantages, 
and conſequently need not fear the Da- 
mages that may accrue by it; however, it 
is good even for them to be cautious. It 
looks ill, and is a Fault in a married Man, 
to chooſe a wild extravagant Batchelor for 
his Friend; for Friendſhip conſiſting in 
Sympathy or Likeneſs, it would be a Won+ 
der, if the married Man did not every 
thing he ſaw the Batchelor do. Generally 
theſe People give ill Advice, ſtir up mar- 
ried Men not to comply with their Wives, 
and perſuade them to Libertiniſm. It is 
the Property of our perverſe Nature, to en- 
deavour to draw in others to partake in 
our Vices. Sick Perſons are concerned, to ſee 
any body ſhy of them, or to give them 

over, 
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over. Thoſe who follow a diflolute Courſe 
of Life, ſtrive to debauch all they ſee in- 
clined to live regularly. Married Men are 
the beſt Companions for ſober married 
Men, and ſuch are to be choſe as live with 
Repute, Thoſe Huſbands are the pro- 
pereſt Friends, while Wives are alſo ſuch 
among themſelves, Theſe may be more 
{ſerviceable to one another ; and if they 
have any Grievances, can with more Free- 
dom communicate them, and expect to find 
Comfort and good Inſtructions, or at leaſt 
Compaſſion ; for beſides, that a Man makes 
his Complaint to an experienced Perſon, 
he lays himſelf open to one, that another 
Day may have as much to ſay to him. A 
| Gentleman of good Parts, and newly mar-- 
4 ried, aſked of me, IV bat was the moſt pro- 
Ss per Time for bim to go bome at Nights? 1 
2 remember I anſwered, His Love and his 
Buſineſs were the beſt Clock be could go by. 
| But he not ſatisfied with that Anſwer, kept 
| me long in Diſcourſe upon the ſame Point. 
Some Men are of Opinion, a Man ought 
to keep to one conſtant Hour, which muſt 
be ſo fixed, that he may in all probability, 
by that time, have done his Buſineſs, and 
comply'd with his Friends abroad, and not 
have occaſion to put his Family into a 
Fright, by ſtaying out late. Others ys 
ens 
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this muſt not be, but that he is to come 
home as Conveniency ſerves, or Occaſions 
fall out ; for that by coming home ſome- 
times early, he ſhews, it is not his Fault 
when he ſtays late, but that ſome urgent 
Occaſion obliges him. I approve of nei- 
ther of theſe Methods, becauſe the Credit 
and Reputation of married People, be- 
tween themſelves, in reſpect to each other, 


muſt be grounded upon Truth and Since- 


rity, without any Mixture of Artifice. I 
am moſt for keeping to an uſual Hour, 
ſuch as will beſt ſuit with a Man's Affairs, 
either at home or abroad. But above all, 
new married Men ought to ſhew a great 
Reſpect to their Wives, attending them 
more punctually for the firſt Years. Touch- 


Ing this Particular alſo, Opinions very 


much vary, and in ſo much, that they tell 
us of two very diſcreet Bridegrooms, that 
the one going to Bed, ſhould call upon his 
Gentleman of the Horſe, and ſay, Let the 
Horſes be ready very early in the Morning, to 
go a Hunting; for a Viſit that is to be made 
every Day muſt not be long. The other be- 
ing aſked by his Valet de Chambre, What 
Cloaths he ſhould lay out for him againſt next 
Day? Anſwered, Go home to your Father*s 


Houſe, till T ſend for you; for the Corn they 


are now ſowing, ſhall be reaped, before I 1 
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ſhall have any Occafion for Cloaths, Such, 
and ſo various are the Opinions of Men, 
which is the Reaſon an underſtanding Man 
1 uled to ſay, Do you know why the Crow is | 

1 black ? It is, becauſe no body aſks, Whe- 
| | ther he is black or white, 1 
1 Lou may perceive, that in theſe Inſtru - 


* tions, I do not obſerve Method ſtrictiy, 
1 but ſpeak to each Point as it occurs to Me- 
Es; mory. I believe it is out of its proper | 


Place (but never out of Seaſon) to adver- 
1 tiſe a married Man, that as he muſt cau- 
1 tiouſly avoid praiſing other Women too 


much before his Wife, ſo muſt he ever 
take care not to commend her before Men. N 
6 A Man may, and ought upon ſome Occa-·- 


lions, modeſtly to commend his Wife's 
Virtue, but not her Abilities z; and even 
her Virtues are not to be made the Sub- 1 
ject of his common Diſcourſe. It may be | 
lawful for a married Man.ſometimes, and | 
| but ſeldom, to expreſs the Satisfaction he 
| has of his Wife's Parts and Abilities, to a 
Father, a Brother, ſuch near Relations, and 
to his moſt experienced Friends, when they 
are Men of known Senſe and Gravity. 
There are many Men, and of no ſmall Qua- 
lity, who pretending to be courtly or witty, 
talk much in publick, and praiſe their 
Wives Shapes and Limbs, which, in my 

Opinion, 
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Opinion, is moſt ſcandalous, and deſerves 
a ſevere Reprimand. .. _ i 
Being one Winter Night in Flanders, in 
a Houſe where many great Men reſorted, 
one of the Company had ſo little Senſe, 
as to draw out his Wife's Picture to 
ſhew to the reſt; it was of that ſort of 
Pictures that are put into ſtrange Garbs, 
according to the Fancy of the Painter, or 
the Owner; for Vice has invented as many 
Dreſſes to pleaſe the Eyes, as Sauſes to de- 
light the Palate. It happened this Picture 
was in the Habit of an Enſign, and really 
very pleaſing. One of the Gueſts then in 
the Houſe, was a Youth of good Quality, 
but very much addicted to the Liberty 
uſed in that Country ; and it being after 
Supper (as appeared by him more than any 
of the others) it came into his Head to get 
# the Picture out of the fooliſh Huſband's 

Hands, which he kiſſed and hugged as 

freely as if it had been his own Wife's, 

ſaying, O my dear Enjign, my dear ' Enjien! + 
and a thouſand amorous Expreſſions. In 
| fine, it run on to that Height, that we feil 
x together by the Ears, and it was a wonder 
ö ſome were not killed; yet the Shame and 
Sꝗcandal was great: and tho* thoſe People 
; are not jealous and malicious, it gave much 
Mlatter of Talk, andlaſted long, All this 
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was cauſed by the extravagant Liberty 6F 


that unthinking Huſband. 


How prepoſterous is it, to hear a Huf. 


band not ſatisfied with extolling the Vir- 


tue and natural Endowments of his Wife, 
© run into indecent Commendation of her 
* Perſon, fo as not to leave any Part of her 


Body, which as far as in him lies, he does 


not expoſe to the View of thoſe that 


hear him? Sure, nothing can be a 


greater Demonſtration of Folly, unleſs it 
© be that of ſome others, who diſpleaſed 


with a Wife, only becauſe ſhe is fo, can 
never ceaſe Railing in all Company, and 
as if her Shame were not their own; pub- 


< Iiſh- all her Imperfections, and not ſatiſ- 


fied with that, often add whatever their 
'* Hatred and Malice can ſuggeſt, To com- 
mend a Wife, is to extol one's ſelf, if we 
will allow Man and Wife to be one, as 


< Chriſtianity teaches, it is raiſing the De- 


© fires of lewd Men; and he that deſires, 
has already as much as in him lies, wrong'd 
-6 4 Man of Honour; in this caſe, there 
- © needs'not the Execution; the Wiſh, the 
Thought is an Injury, and that is ſeldom 


wanting where ſuch Praiſes are inconſide- 
© rately laviſhed. Tf:Praifing be not al- 


“ lowable, how much leſs to reproach and 


5 ſlander a Wife? It is not only the Re- 
flection 
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« flection a Man ſhares, as ſhe is his ſecond 
« Self, but that he brings upon his own 
judgment for not making a better Choice; 
the Honour done to a Woman redounds 
to her Huſband; if he make her deſpicable 
in the Eyes of the World, he muſt ſhare 


in the Diſgrace. There is another more 
than brutal Liberty, much practiſed by 


ſome, who think all that is lewd will paſs 


© for Wit; which is, to make their Jeſts, 


and divert themſelves with the Diſcourſe 


© of thoſe things, Modeſty and good Man- 
© ners forbid us to name. Nature itſelf, 
and the Cuſtom of all Ages, have pre- 
© ſcribed Rules of Decency for our Words, 
and yet there are Men who believe, there 


+ js no greater Wit than infringing thoſe 


very Rules. I can only ſay, this is a 
© horrid Practice, that all Men either of 
* Senſe or Honour, . ought moſt carefully 


sto avoid; I will add no more, becauſe 


© the Subject is ſuch as does not bear dif- 
* courſing of it, and Modeſty forbids tonch- 
ing any farther upon it. If there be Oc- 
caſion for a Man to ſpeak of his Wife, 
and to expreſs his Satisfaction, let it be 
with few: Words, and always in general 
© Terms, without ever deſcending to Par- 
* ticulars; but his Actions and Behaviour 
* are the Language will moſt fitly and beſt 
1138) L 2 « ſpeak 
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* ſpeak her Praiſes ;. the Reſpect he ſhews, 
© the Love he bears her, are the greateſt 
Orators to ſpeak for her; there is no Pa- 
* negyrick fo much extols her, as the 
Company and Kindneſs of her Huſband. 
* If a Woman has Faults, it is his Duty 
© (if poſſible) to correct, if not, at leaſt 
to hide and conceal them.” 

It will not be amiſs to remember thoſe 


who ſuffer their Affections to ſtray to- 


Wards their Maids, to the great Hazard 


of the Reputation of their Families, to 
which they are falſe, and deſerve an exem- 
plary Puniſhment. The very Birds of Prey, 
that live upon what they find, generally go 


far from home, to ſeek their Food. Why 
then ſhould Men be leſs cautious and wa- 


ry? Tho' all manner of unlawful Con- 
verſation with Women, be of very dan- 
gerous Conſequence to Man, yet none ſo 


abſolutely pernicious as that which is enter- 


tained within his own Houſe. The dif 
orderly: Proceeding of the Maſter is ſoon 
krown to the Family, the ill Example pre- 


vails, one Vice creates another, and thus 


they multiply till they bring on ſome un- 
expected Misfortune on the Family. The 
Maids finding themſelves beloved by theit 
Maſter, plot againſt their Miſtreſs, and 
contrive ſuch. "—_— Miſchiefs, a 
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FF fatisfy*d; with the firſt Wrong, they often 
Y endeavour to deprive them of their Ho- 
nour, and ſometimes of their Lives. Some 
hope hereby to ſucceed in their Places (as 
it often, happens) and others the more freely 
to follow their diſſolute Courſe. of Life. 
Hence follow ſometimes lamentable Tra- 
gedies, and ſometimes ſcandalous Mar- 
riages. | 
+I reduce all the Government of a Houſe 
to two Heads, that is Diet and Cloathing, 
Rules well known to the Wiſe. By Diet 
is to be underſtood all Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniencies requiſite within the Houſe; and 
by Cloathing, all that is for making an Ap- 
pearance abroad. 
It is requiſite the Maſter of a Family 
endeavour always to ſupport it in that 
Splendor and Plenty, that his Fortune 
will afford, ſtill labouring that nothing 
may be wanting, either for Credit or Con- 
veniency. The Table muſt always be ſo 
regularly ſupplied, that it may be plenti- 
ful and orderly furniſhed, without any 
thing of Penury, It avails not to have 
JP plenty of all things brought in from abroad, 
if they are miſerably diſpenſed and deli- 
3 vered out at home. Servants are more apt 

; to reſent the feeling of Want in the midſt 
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of Plenty, than they would Liberality in 


Want. 

- Some Maſters think of nothing but 
hoarding Money, and neither pay nor 
cloath their Servants. I would not plead 
for Fortune, which ſometimes ſo orders it, 
that thoſe who treat their Servants worſt, are 
beſt attended by them; but muſt appear in 
the behalf of Reaſon, which commands, 
and requires him that would expect to have 
good Servants, to be a good Maſter. He 
that would have Servants to gueſs at his 
Thoughts, ought to divine their Wants. 
T hold it as a general Rule, that the Table 
ought to be more plentiful than dainty, and 
the Cloathing more ſightly than coſtly. Set- 
meals and proper Times of Cloathing, ought 
to be obſerved. A great Lord uſed to ſay 
of one much inferior to himſelf, that go- 
verned his Family very orderly, That he 
never fo much wiſh*d for any thing as to 


be his Servant, becauſe his Uſage to them 


was ſuch, that not only their Cloaths, but 


even their Perſons never grew old. 


The beſt Pay is that which is given in 
time. Let Servants have what is agreed 
upon, and Workmen the Value of their 


Labour; he who does fo, will be well 


ferved by both: Good Serviee is to be re- 
warded, that Servants may be ready in 
| time 
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time of need. Preſent Pay is beſt, though 
little ; for if, as the Spaniards fay, he gives 
double who gives immediately, it is a Sign 
the Readineſs of the Gift enhances the Va- 
lue. An ill Pay-Maſter by delay fo far 
offends his Creditors, they are ſcarce to be 
reconciled with double their due. A cer- 
tain Servant-being aſked, whom he waited 
upon, anſwered, I ſerve my Son; and being 
again aſk'd, what he meant by that, re- 
ply'd, 1 ferve my Heir. This gave Occa- 
fion to an ingenious Man to fay, it was a 
falſe Proverb, that a good Pay- maſter in- 
herits what is not his own ; becauſe it is 
certain, he who pays not other Men their 
due, is Heir to what does not belong to 
him. Let all things be governed by Pro- 
vidence, not Pride, for the Effects of the 
former will be good and juſt, and thoſe of 
the latter extravagant and ſcandalous. 1 
would adviſe a Man of Quality to keep a 
decent, not a hungry Table, that it be ra- 
ther to feed the Mouth than the Eyes; 
that is, that it be more for Uſe than Of 
t entation. BIR! ein Sag 
I will relate two Paſſages to this purpoſe, 
both which I faw and had Experience of to 
my own Coſt. There was a Grandee of Spain, 
as great for his Vanity, as remarkable for 
Penury, he had daily twelve Diſhes ferv'd 
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up at Dinner, and as many at Supper with 
publick Ceremony, and it was certain only 
three of them had Meat, the other nine 
were carried along for Form, but as empty 


as their Maſter's Head. 


I knew another, to whom by his Place 
the Reverſion of a Prince's Table, whom 
he ſerv'd, belong'd. The Meat was car- 
ried to his Houſe, and ſerv'd up to his own 
Table. Next it deſcended to bis Son-and- 
Heir, who kept a Table apart, .and enter- 
tain'd Company, and by whom I was ſome- 
times invited; and this was the third time 
thoſe Diſhes appeared i in publick, But it 
ſtopp'd not there, for thence they went 
down to the chief Servants, and from them 
to the inferior; ſo that thele Diſhes ap- 
peared in five ſeveral Places before they 
were conſumed. This gave occaſion to a 


Servant in that Family, with the native 
Sharpneſs of that Country, to ſay: His 


Maſter was the greateſt Man in Spain, for 
mat he was ſerv*d by Grandſons of Princes, 
becauſe all his Servants were but four De- 
grees removed from his Highneſs. .. Allud- 
ing to the four Tables, by which the 
Diſhes gradually deſcended to them. 

So great is the Power of Vain-Glory, eſ- 
pecially 1 in our Age, that it flies at Nature, 
and overcomes it. For a Man to cat well 
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to ſupport Nature, is neceſſary; to eat | 
deliciouſly to pleaſe his Palate, is tolerable; 
but for him to build a Reputation upon 
empty Diſhes, brought in for ſhow as in a 
Play, is a Foppery, we ought to pray to 
God to deliver us from, * | 
Since we are ſpeaking of Eating, it is not 
amiſs to adviſe not to keep. unſeaſonable 
Hours. It is very inconvenient: for the 
Servants, and Maſters that require their 4 
Attendance, If Attendance and Buſineſs 
obliges a Man to dine late, I would have 
1 the Servants eat firſt, otherwiie they ſuffer 
| much, and the Houſe is never well fery*d; 
; and it often happens when the Servants are 
3 to dine after their Maſter, he loſes: his Buſts 
S neſs, and lips his Time for want of Atten- 
dance. I highly approve of keeping up 
our ancient Cuſtoms of keeping Servants 
well fed, cheriſhing, and treating them 
with Kindneſs, which binds, and inclines 
them to love their Maſter. EX 

I would adviſe every married Mlan at 
ſome tirnes of the Year, without being 
aſk'd, but of his own accord, to make 
ſome. Feaſts, and have ſome extraordinary 
Mirth and Paſtime in his Houſe, to pleaſe 
and divert- his Wife and Family. Let him 
promote theſe things himſelf, they will be 
the more valued; he will be cry'd up and 


: ap- 
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applauded for it, and indeed it is a Sign 
of good Nature to delight in ſeeing others 
pleaſed, and delighted with what is decent 


and allowable. Not as our King Peter, 


firnamed the Cruel, who cauſed the People 
to be kept waking at Night, becauſe he 
could not fleep. Let him contrive as often 
Entertainments abroad, whereof the mean- 
eſt Servants may be Partakers, that he may 


be thought eaſy and careful of their Sati(- 


faction. Let him prudently ſhare with 


them of all Extraordinaries, as Preſents, 


and other unexpected Refreſhments. Some 
Men will rather ſuffer any Rarities to rot 
and be thrown away, than beſtow any on 
their Servants. There are ſome things, 
tho? mean and inconſiderable in themſelves, 
very taking with the Family, that is, af- 
fording them thoſe things that are, or 
Cuſtom has made reaſonable at certain times 
of the Year, as Minc*d-pies at Chriſtmas, 
Pancakes at Shrovetide, Gooſe at Michael- 


mas, and the like which tho' in them- 


ſelves of no moment, nor worth the men- 
tioning, yet being "56 at thoſe Seaſons, 
are miſſed by Servants if not had, and 
when had, ſatisfy and content them. 

I cannot avoid putting in a Word touch- 
ing ſome Huſbands, who ſtudy nothing 


mere, but how to be always abſent from 
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home, upon long Journeys and Voyages, 
ſome of their own ſeeking, and others 
which they do not endeavour to prevent, 
leaving young Wives behind, and perhaps 
not ſo well provided, or taken care for as 
they ought to be. Theſe Men pretend it 
is Buſineſs of Honour and Profit, that calls 
them away; and Experience teaches us, 
they often, under theſe Pretences, ruin their 
Fortunes, and many times hazard what is \ 
of more Value than their Eſtates ; to wit, 
their Reputation. Women marry to live as 1 | 
Wives, not Widows; and he that puts the 
1 _ contrary upon them, knows not his Daty 
| I know not whether it was Loathing, K- 
Anger, or Forgetfulneſs, that has kept me 
from thoſe who paint their Faces. | 
The Woman that lays Paint upon her 
Face, lays on her own Infamy, and lays 
alide her Shame ; ſhe: adds no Youth: or 
Beauty, but wrongs her Judgment, her 
Age, and her Countenance. Every one 
who ſees it, concludes ſhe has little of her 
own to truſt to, that has Recourſe to ſuch 
baſe borrowed Helps. He was always eſ- 
teemed a Coward, who wore moſt Armour. 
How many Women, inſtead of pleaſin 
by theſe means, ſcandalize their Beholders, 
and provoke to Laughter and Scorn thoſe 
very People, whoſe Admiration they ex- 
N 7 pected 
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pected to raiſe, and whoſe Affections per? 
haps, they hoped to gain. This is an A- 
buſe a Huſband ought carefully to take 
away at the very firſt; for Time or Age 
does not correct, but rather increaſe it. I 
am of Opinion, the Huſband that permits 
it, has as little Senſe as the Woman that 
uſes it. | | 
1 remember but very few Years ſince, 
Painting and Patching were the two diſ- 
c tinctive Marks of a Proſtitute in England; 
c tho*I dare not ſay, they are all Harlots that 
« paint; yet this I may ſafely ſay, they 
« have the Harlot's Badge, and their Chaſ- 
< tity is queſtionable. Some Women, of 
« the upper Rank, coveting to be known 
as ſuch, firſt made it faſhionable. In an 
old Woman, it is no better than daubing 
</a rotten Poſt, the Worm eats through, it 
s moulders away, and Age and Putrefac- 
© tion'appears through all the Varniſh. But 
to paſs by the Damage done to the Face, 
< there can be no greater Folly, in regard 
Nature has given the Complexion, and 
no Art can mend it; for the worſt Com- 
© plexion is better than. the beſt Counter- 
feit. Yet, what makes moſt to our pur- 
« poſe, is, married Women can have no 
« Pretence to it, becauſe the Huſband muſt 
< ſee-them at Night and Morning in 2 
* the 
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© the Deformity it leaves, which muſt cauſe 
Horror to him; and if they lay it on to 
* pleaſe, it muſt be ſome other Man; for 
© no Huſband can be delighted, to ſee that 
* aſſume the Shape of an Angel, which he 
* knows in itſelf tos be a Devil. The Man 
that bears with ſuch an Impoſition, is 
certainly paſt all Pity, and deſerves to be 
* made the publick Scorn; and the Wife, 
© that. practiſes ſo baſe and open a Cheat, 
* to be reputed Infamous, tho?, in reality, 
* ſhe-were not 10.” 
One of the Caſes, wherein married Men 
have moſt need of Counlel, is to marry 
their Children, and it will not be fit that I. 
who have remembered ſo many Trifles, 
ſhould forget a-thing of ſuch Conſequence. 
It is a common received Opinion, that the. 
beſt Time to marry Children, is when the . 
beſt Opportunity offers. This Rule, in 
my Judgment, is very uncertain; for jn 
caſe there be a good Opportunity of a 
Match, and a bad Diſpoſition of the Par- 
ties, then the Goodnels of the Event will 
be doubtful, or rather Succeſs would not 
be hoped. But that Rule is to be under- 
ſtood of an Opportunity that follows a Dif- 
poſition, and that Children are inclined to 
that State of Life. For although it might 
be hoped from the Convenicncies of a 
9 Match, that the Advantages it brought 
4 bs might 
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might make it acceptable and pleaſing, 


-yet the Will, which is the chief Actor 


here, 18 ſeldom governed by thoſe Rules; 
and it is in vain to expect any Satisfaction 


or Content of a Marriage that is againſt 


Inclination. Let Sons be free in their 
Choice; yet in ſuch manner, that their 
Parents ſtill endeavour to incline them to 
what is for their Advantage. Fathers in 
this caſe muſt adviſe, not command. I 
Davghters, the Danger is very great, be- 
cauſe the Vanity of Man has introduced an 
inhuman Cuſtom, oppoſite to Honour, 
Virtue and good Parts, and only in favour 
of Intereſt: - whereby it often happens, that 


in great and noble Houſes, where there 


are many Daughters, there is ſcarce Por- 
tion enough to marry one of them accord- 
ing to her Quality. By this means the reſt 
are condemned to lofe their Liberty by 
force, and take upon them a Courſe of Life 
they have no manner of Inclination to, but 
by Compulſion is put upon them. This 
Evil is fearce to be remedied, for it would 
be firſt neceſſary to redreſs the whole Com- 
monwealth, and correct its ill Cuſtoms,” If 
we would govern ourſelves by Examples 
of our Forefathers, we have ſeen many 
great Men, who had ſeveral Daughters, 
have increaſed their Families, without put- 
_ Any” thing epo them contrary to their 
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Wills. I think in this caſe, he that has 

many Daughters, might be ſatisfied not toi 

fall, though he did not riſe z which, in 

plain terms, is to marry their Daughters: 

to Men, that would ſue for them to ho- 

nour their Houſes; and not to endeavour 

to find ſuch Sons as ſhould add Honour to- 
them. It is enough that the Son-in-lLaw 
be not diſhonourable. This is no general 
Rule, nor do I perſuade any body not to- 
ſeek what is beſt, I only adviſe Men to- 
conform to Neceſſity. I could name many 
Pecſons of great Note, who have obſerved 
this Method, and even deſcended to Infe- 
riors, Which were thought at firſt ſcanda- 
lous, and yet Time and Fortune at length 1 
made them all equal. The Favour of | 
Princes, great Riches, extraordinary Me- | 
rit, either in Warfare or Learning, make 1 
Men (whoſe Original is not infamous) fit 1 
to match with Perſons of the greateſt 
Quality. A great Man, in a few Words, 
expreſſed all that is to be ſaid in this Mat- 
ter: His Words were, That Parents to 
marry their Sons well, ought to offer and 
court for them ;, but to marry their Daugh- 
ters, ſhould be intreated and courted. And 
another no leſs ingenious ſaid, That good 
Parts were the Steps that lead to Quality ; 


for that oflen Men of ſmall Note, by them roſes 
to be equal with the greateſt. 
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I cannot forbear putting in one Word 


here for ſome Parents, who turn their 


Daughters looſe to get Huſbands, eſpeci- 
ally "thoſe that have any. Charms of Beauty, 
and herein exceed the Bounds of Decency. 
I confeſs, in this Particular, I am of a moſt 
rigid Nature; and therefore were I to judge 
of it by my own Inclinations, I ſhould ne- 
ver ſufficiently exclaim againſt it. But this 
Practice is grown fo familiar, it appears not 
near ſo odious to us, as it has done to o- 
thers. That Courtſhip is openly managed 
by Aſſignation; nay it is carried ſo far, 
that Parents inſtruct their Daughters how 
to manage their Gallants, to gain them for 
Huſbands, Though much againſt my In- 
olination, I will allow it lawful to wink at 
a Daughter, when ſhe is courted by one 


who will make a fit Huſband for her. 


Yet the Manner of this Convenience ought 
to be ſuch; that 1 look upon it as impoſ- 


ſible to manage it right, Let every one in 


this Caſe conſult his Honour. 


To this Place belongs what we call Mar- 


rying by Stealth, and without the Parents 


Condit. This may. happen two Ways, 
actively, or paſſively ; z actively, when the 


Son marries ; paſſively, when the Daugh. 
ter, I would adviſe a Man, whoſe Son 


marrics well, but without the Conſent of 
the 
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the Wife's Parents, to bear with it, under- 
hand to aſſiſt them, and not ſeem openly 
to countenance or diſavow that Action of: 
his Son. In this caſe, I would adviſe a 
Man for a while to withdraw, or retire in- 
to the Country, which is a good Expe- | 
dient to conceal his Joy or Grief, when it 1 
1s not fit to make either publick. And if 
this be done before the thing is known, it 
is the better. I would adviſe the Man, 
whoſe Daughter is married without his =— 
Conſent, provided the Match be not ſcan- — 9 
dalous, to go to her, and overcome his- | 
Anger for her Diſobedience; which in-: 
many Men is rather Rage and Obſtinacy f 
than true Concern. This Perverſeneſs be- 
tween the Parents of thoſe ſo married, 
breeds Enmity, Strife, Quarrels, Slanders, 
Reflection and Scandal; they rip up P. 
digrees, diſcover Secrets, and defame each 
other; and after laying all their Faults- 
open to the World, they become Friends. 
When Children, marry well, they are in; 
ſome meaſnre excuſable for doing it without. 
their Parents Conſent, whe - ought to be. 
conſenting to all that is for the Advantage 
of the Children. In fine, it were well every 
thing were carried in its proper Courſe 
but. as the Span; Proverb ſays, So the Mi- 
racle be wrought, what matter is it if the 
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Devil does it. To marry ill, and a gainſt 

the Parents Will too, is the — Mif- 
carriage, and moſt generally happens. All 
the Remedy i is to make the beſt of it, for 
the Fault cannot be undone. To prevent 
this, let Parents endeavour in time to pro- | 
'vide for their Children, -or at leaſt, rf it | 
cannot be done as ſoon as deſired, let them | 
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underſtand, Proviſion is making for them. 
This Hope will content them. 

There are ſome Men, who only devils 
they will not part with any thing they have, 
but keep their Family together, cannot en- 
dure to hear of marrying their Children; 
and ſome Women, who rather than ſee a | 
Daughter-in-Law dreſſed up gay by them, | 
or their own Daughter out of their power, \| 
and for fear of becoming Grandmothers 
td ſoon, refuſe good Matches, which often 
are ſo nice, that once rejected they are not 
eaſily found again. Let a diſcreet Huſ- bf 
band and virtuous Wife have a care of this F 
dangerous Fault, let them'defire that for 

their Children when they are Parents, they 
would have deſired for themſelves at their 
Age. 64h 

I have ſtretched this Diſcourſe to a great 
Length, and it grows tedious, and I could 
wiſh every Point T ſpeak to were the laſt; 
yer, with your Leave, I will not break off 

: without 
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without one Word concerning Fathers and fi 
Mothers-in-Law, Sons and Daughters-in- 1 
Law, and Brothers and Sifters-in- Law. | 
This is generally an awkward fort of Kin- 1 
dred. I have many times conſidered and 8 
argued with myſelf, what ſhould be the 
Cauſe of this Diſcord between them, and 
can find none but that which the Grand 4 
Politician gave upon a different Occaſion, | | 
ſaying, That Obligations were acceptable to 'Y 
great Men, as long as it was in their Power 
to requite them ;, but «when they grew above 
Recompence, inſtead of Love, they produced 
Hatred. I am of Opinion, the Duty be- 
tween Fathers and Sons-in-Law, and the . 
Love that ought to be between ſuch near 'Y 
Relations as ' Brothers-in-Law is ſo great, | 
that not being able to pay it, they convert 
it into Hatred. The Affection that is due 
among them plainly appears, in that they 
i call one another, Father, Son, and Bro- 
| ther. This ſufficiently expreſſes now great 
5 the Tye is between them, and yet we daily 
3 ſee how much greater their Averſion is. 
A Widow Lady complain*d of the great 
Friendſhip that was between a certain Gen- 
tleman and her Son, to whom ſhe thought 
it not advantageous, - and was therefore 
much diſguſted. -- A Servant came running | 4 
to aſk what ſhe would give him for the 
* * good 
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good News he brought; and being aſked 
what it was, reply'd, That my Maſter is 


fallen out with ſuch a Gentleman, for be is to 


marry bis Daughter. Since I did not un- 
dertake to give the Reaſon why it is, 1 
will only endeavour to preſcribe a Method 
to prevent the Practice of this Abuſe, An- 
ſwer me this: If a Man, with great Coſt, 


ſhould build a ſtately Houſe, ſpend many 


Years in perfecting it, employ. his Lime 
and Eſtate in making it compleat, and af- 
ter all ſnould make you a Preſent of this 


Houſe, and annex à Fortune to it, what 


would you do? Nay what would the moſt 
ungrateful Man upon Earth do? Would 
he not reſpect, love, cheriſh, and be ob- 
ſervant. to that Perſon ? Would he not: 
own himſelf his Servant, his Debtor,. and 
his perpetual Friend? Does he do leſs, or 
does not he deſerve. more, who for ſe- 
veral Years breeds up a Daughter, main- 
tains, inſtructs and acconfpliſhes her, then 
ſhares his Fortune with her, and then puts 
half his Soul, and. all this. Treaſure into a 
Man's Poſſeſſion, to whom perhaps he owed 
no. Obligation? 

I will give you an Inſtance of a good 
Father-in-Law, for an Example to others, 
and this * d in our Country and our 
Time. A rich Man had married. one. 
þ: Daughter 


4 
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Daughter to a Man of Quality, and defir'd 
to marry her Siſter to another no way ſupe- 
rior to the firſt, This latter would not 
marry. the Daughter, unleſs he had with 
her a thouſand Pound more than the for- 
mer; the Father objected, it would be an 


Affront to the firſt, to give another more 


than-he had received. This Excuſe would 
not take place, but he was forced to con- 
deſcend,. but ſo generouſly, that the fame 
Day the Writings were ſign'd and ſeal'd for 
the latter, he gave a thouſand Pound more 


to the former, ſaying ; He would not baue 


any body think he valued him leſs than the 
other. N 5 


* 


I have not ſeen nor heard of a more gal- 


lant or generous Action than this. And 
that it may appear, there are ſome Sons in- 
Law who behave themſelves as they ought, 
I will relate another Paſſage to that pur- 
poſe. Not many Years ſinct, there was a 
Perſon very rich that had only one maiden 


Daughter, who was Heireſs to all the Eſ. 


tate, her Mother took a Fancy to a Neigh- 
bour of hers, a Man of Quality, but of a 


mean Fortune. She ſent him word, ſhe 


was ſo taken with him, ſhe had reſolved to 
beſtow on him the two deareſt things ſhe 
had, to wit, her Daughter, and her Eſ- 


tate; he anſwered, Ir were unreaſonable be 


ſhould 
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ſhould at once deprive ber of all ſhe had, wwho- 


loved bim-. ſo.well, and do bam he was _ jo. 
much obliged ; - that he accepted of the Daugh- 
ter, upon. Condition ſhe ſpould-give ber but half 


her Fortune, ': - 


I am very fenſible, theſe Examples are 
very ealy to write, but very hard to prac- 
tiſe; and it is that I find fault with. In 
fine, I do my part, proving a good Cor- 
reſpondence between ſuch Relations, is not 
impoſſible to be found. A Curſe on In- 
tereſt, which is the chief Cauſe it does not 
always prevail; for generally it happens, 
the Cs between Fathers and Sons- in- 
Law are grounded upon what was given, 
or not. given. -L look upon Brothers-in-Law 
to be ' fitteſt for Companions and Friends, 
when there is any thing of Proportion of 
Quality and Humours between them; and 

o* this be wanting, there ought to be ſtill 
a. fair Correſpondence, There muſt be a 
Diſtinction made, between ſuch as are real- 
ly bad, and ſuch as are only ignorant: 
Tho? a Brother. in- Law be not an Ariſtotle, 
he ought to be admitted, and the more, 
that others may not impoſe upon him. 


But he who is never ſo wiſe, and wicked. 


withal, ought to be carefully avoided, if it 
were only to avoid being thought to have: 
ay" ſhare in bis ill Actions. 
It 
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It is not fit we quite paſs by in Silence, a 
Diſturbance cauſed by that which often 
happens among married People, which is 
Jarrs and Diſcontents, that become ſcanda- 
lous between the Wife and Kindred, whe- 
ther they be her own or her Huſband's, 
This often proceeds from very ſlight Oc- 
caſions. Womens Revenge being com- 
monly weak, their Complaints are the 
more, which occaſion Miſtruſt and Ani- 
moſities, very oppoſite to the Rules of 
Decency, and dangerous to the Conſcience: ; 
for very often, under a Pretence of Friend- 
ſhip, is concealed an inveterate Malice. 
Some Men think it great Prudence to have 
no hand, nor appear in theſe Differences. 
1 do not approve of it, becauſe not only 
(the juſtifying,” or correcting a Wife's Pro- 
ccedings, belongs. to the Huſband, as a 
Superior, but alſo the directing and guid- 
ing of them, belongs to him chiefly in mat- 
ter of Friendſhip and Enmity ; as the Sub- 
jects making Peace or War appertains to 
the King. In Caſes of fmall Importance, 
which are the moſt common, I would al- 
low ſome Connivance; the Reaſon is, when 
an Arm or Leg is broke or diſlocated, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to have Recourſe to a 
Surgeon 3- but, when it is only ſome Sore 
in the Fleſn, it is better to let it alone, 1 
Fes ; heal - 
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X heal itſelf, and perhaps, the more is ap- 
. plied to it, the worſe it grows. When the 
2 Differences between the Wite and her Re- 
| 3 | lations run high, and are in Danger of being 
= noiſed abroad, and giving Scandal, then 
= the Huſband is obliged to interpoſe, and 
= -reconcile all. The beſt way to compaſs 
| . this, is to treat with the Huſband of that 
=P Kinſwoman, if ſhe is married, whether 
. ſme gave or received the Provocation : It 
NR is good to reconcile and make them Friends, 
1 tho' to compaſs it, a Man were obliged to 
1 tell each of them a Lie, ſaying, I is the 
..- Dejire m_ other ; which, to them is a 
= great Satisfaction. Some Women, and 
17 not a few, are obſtinate, and in theſe Caſes 
4 will not yield the leaſt Point: However, 


- the Huſbands are obliged to bring them to 
3 what is reaſonable, and perſuade them, it 
is fit. they take their Advice, upon whom it 
lies, to Icok to their Honour and Reputa- 
tion. Yet, if all his Care and Induſtry 
ſhould fail of Succeſs, I would not adviſe a 
Man to fall out with his Wife, becauſe ſhe 

is at Variance with another, - 
But if after all, this Doctrine ſhould be 
judged by the Women too rigid and au- 
ſtere, I do aſſure them, I deſigned it not 
fo, but rather to direct all things for their 
Satisfaction, Service, and Reputation. That 
this 
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this may more manifeſtly appear, let any 
deſireme to write a Letter of Inſtructions for 
the married Women, and they ſhall ſee 


what I fay in their Behalf, if they are not 
fatisfied with what I have faid to the Huſ- 


bald. 


Sir, a clean Houſe, a neat Table, * 


cent Diet, Attendance without Noiſe, good 
Servants, one to direct them, Wages duly 
paid them, a Coach upon occaſion, much 


Silver, leſs Gold, ſome Jewels, as much 


Money as may be, all Utenſils, Store of. 
Furniture, the beſt of Pictures, ſome Books, 
a few Arms, a Houſe of your own, a little 
Country-Houle, Prayers. at home, much 
Alms, few Neighbours, Children not pam- 
per*d, good Order in all things, a virtuous 


Wife, and a Chriſtian- like Huſband, make 


Life pleaſant, and Death happy. 


Eud of the third and loft Part, 


find out new Arts and Tri 
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The Introduftion.. 


HE. main and principal Study of all 
- Perſons, of what Condition ſoever, 
's, how to divert and paſs away their time 


with moſt Eaſe and Satisfaction; and like- 


wiſe how to ſoften and leſſen that perpe- 
tual Stock of Miſeries, which Sin and the 
Devil have ſo unhapply brought upon us. 


This makes Mankind in a continual Trou- 


ble, and cauſes them ſtill to exerciſe their 
Parts, and ſet their Wits » the rack to 
3 and are al- 

ways hoping for new Diverſions, to gratify 
their hot and eager Deſire after Happi- 
nels, and to quiet "and pleaſe their _ 
' We lent 
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be Introduction. 135 
lent and unruly Paſſions; which, when 
beſt of all, they may be compared to 
peeviſh, troubleſom and froward Children, 
that muſt ſometimes be humour'd, and 
-play'd withal meerly out of Policy. And 
this makes human Life ſo unquiet and diſ- 
turbed, ſo ſtrangely reſtleſs and uneaſy, 
that nothing can ſatisfy us but the Proſpect, 
at leaſt, of thoſe flattering Joys, which 
Hopes, through a large Teleſcope, preſent 
to our longing Eyes. It's Hope alone that 
makes us wiſh to live; and theſe are the 
-puffing Bladders that raiſe us up, bear us 
above Water, and keep us from plunging 
ourſelves into the Midſt of an Ocean ot 
racking. Doubts and Deſpair; tho* oft they 
carry us over each rolling Wave, and dafl 
us againſt ſome ſecret Rocks. When a 
wiſe and thinking Man comes carefully 
and ſeriouſly to reflect upon all his paſt 
and former Actions, he finds little but vain 
idle Fooleries, not worthy the Conſidera- 
tion of a Man, and ſcarce deſerving a ſe- 
rious Thought; and, in truth, would 
ſooner chooſe almoſt any ſort of Life ra- 
ther than have them play'd over once more; 
and the very beſt and pleaſanteſt of them 
would be both dull and tedious; were they 
known before han. E 
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Forthis Reaſon it is, that we can never 
be at reſt, our active Souls being perpetu- 
ally in Motion, like the wide Seas, where 
ſwelling Billows are always working and f 
beating upon the Shore, tho? the Winds 
be never ſo ſtill and calm: ſo that we are 
always contriving and inventing, always 
expecting and deſiring better Things than 
what we already enjoy, let our Wants and 
. Reaſons be never fo ſmall and 'inconfide- 
rable. And for this it is, that every Man, 
of what Nature ſoever, ſo violently pur- 
ſues ſome ſorts of Pleaſures and Divertiſe- 
ments or others, tho? but very little and 
mean, if they be ſuch as they may hope 
Satisfaction from. Some we find, who 
greedily deſire nothing but the groſs De- 
lights of Senſe; others pleaſe and hug them- 
ſelves with the ſorded Hopes of Wealth 
and Riches; a third ſort are for gratify- 
ing their Curioſity, with the more refined 
Pleaſures of Books and Knowledge; and 
others feed upon the airy Charms of Ho- 
f nour, and the loud Trumpets of uncertain 
'S Fame. And ſo for all others, who com- 
1 monly follow thoſe Pleaſures and Delights, 
1 which either the Dictates of the natural 
zl Temper, or the common Rudiments of f 
4 their Education guides them to. 0 
N But the ſureſt and moſt certain way to 


gain Quiet and Satisfaction in this World, 
e p 
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is, ſome ſettled and honeſt Imployment, 


ſuitable to our Eſtates and Qualities; and 
that accompaniet with an unſpotted Repu- 
tation and a good Conſcience. I mean ſuch 
loyment as may keep us from 
being idle, and free us in a great meaſure 


from the ſenſual Temptations of the Devil. 
Then don't queſtion, but I may bring in 
Marriage for a large and principal Share of 


our Happineſs. For this Bleſſing of all o- 


thers, ſeems to be moſt ſolid and durable, 
and what is moſt univerſally agreed upon 


by all Men: it being a facred Order and 
Inſtitution appointed by God himſelf, when 


firſt he made the World; ingrafted by Na- 


ture, and ſought after by moſt Men, as a 
State of Life capable of affording all thoſe 
Pleaſures and Delights which a voluptuous 
Man can ſeek for; all thoſe Comforts that 
Virtue and Innocence can deſire, and of 
ſweetning the many bitter Portions of this 


Life. Tis this that increaſes the World, 
upholds Mankind, and keeps them from 
being at an End; and by this we fee our- 
ſelves renewed, the little Images of our- 
ſelves ſtill growing up as we go down. 
This is à principal Means to keep us chaſte 
and honeſt, and free us from the heavy 
Clogs of Conſcience, which always attend 
unlawful Acts. Tis this, like the univer- 
ſal Cement, unites. Society, joins our my- 
UH N3 e 
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tual Loves, and blooming Joys, and makes 
us happy ; for before we were but half 
Men, and our worldly Delights but half 
compleat. And as tlie moderate Pleaſures 
of it are innocent, ſo are the Comforts in- 
r 
Tis true indeed, that notwithſtanding all 
theſe Bleſſings of a married Life, yet a ſin- 
gle one is much more to be preferred and 
eſteemed beyond that, by reaſon of the 
many and vaſt Advantages belonging to it. 
But then it muſt be ſure to be always ac- 
companied with tliat perfect Innocency and 
unſpotted Chaſtity, that is ſo wonderful 
ſtrictly required of all that intend to keep 
to this Condition. And then indeed this 
State of Life may be well termed the beſt 
and happieſt of all others, it being perfectly 
ſtrip'd and diveſted of all the unhappy 
Treubles and Cares of this World; free 
as the unbounded Light of the Sun, whoſe 
glorious Beams do ſhine over all the World, 
and a Life that moſt reſembles that of the 
Angels. But theſe indeed are more pecu- 
liar Bleſſings, which Heaven beſtows on a 
few, and never deſign'd them for all; there- 
tore a ſingle Life, in the greateſt Part of 
the World, is fo far from being good or 
commendable, that it generally proves a 
dangerous Trap for their Virtue, and a 
gilded Bait which the Devil ſets to corrupt 
l I's their 
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their Innocency. So I ſhall inſiſt no longer 
thereon, nor on thoſe ungracious Wretches 
who damn and ridicule Matrimony, as long 
as they can get Miſſes for their own uſe ; 
but ſhall look upon Marriage as a thing. 
not only moſt abſolutely neceſſary to keep 
up and propagate the World, but alſo to 
keep it honeſt. By 217 
If this great and excellent Bleſſing of 
Matrimony be ſo very commonly and fre- 
quently found ſo vaſtly contrary to Mens 
Expectations, the Wonder is neither great 
nor ſtrange, ſince the main Deſigns and 
principal Ends of it are too often groſly 
-perverted, and horribly abuſed, as tho? it 
was an ordinary and indifferent thing, ſcarce 
worth a taking notice of. And if ſuch a 
State of Life as Matrimony, begins raſhly 
and: wickedly, 'tis nothing / ſtrange if we 
find it ends foohſhlyand deſperately. When 
Vixtues, mutual Love, Equality in Humours 
and Ages, Conſent of Friends or them- 
ſelves, are never, or at leaſt but very ſlightly 
conſidered, the Devil always comes in for a 
good Part, and is certain to have a princi- 
pal Share in all ſuch Matches. When he 
finds that he can ſo well inſinuate himſelf 
into our Buſineſs, and can have ſo great a 
hand in the Chief of all our Concerns, there 
he finds a large and ſpacious Field to play 
and pleaſe himſelf withal; and there he 1s 
el 2 ſure 
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ſure to take his full Swing of Pleaſure, by 
ſo much indulging his chief Attribute, 
Envy. " 1 by a . 
Since then this is a State of Life of ſuch 
a vaſt Concern, and upon which depends 
ſo large a Part of human Happineſs or 
Miſery in this preſent World, it will be the 
higheſt Piece of Imprudence and Folly 
imaginable, to venture upon ſuch a ſerious 
and folemn Undertaking, without either 
Caution or Conſideration. Want of Care 
is often reckoned as ill and as dangerous as 
MWantof Virtue; and if this will hold good 
in any Place, certainly it will in a Buſineſs 
of ſuch Importance as this, where all Per- 
ſons ought to be more than ordinary 
thoughtful, and to conſider that this is their 
laſt and beſt Stake, which ſhould not be 
thrown away upon every flight and trivial 
Occaſion. Toſſee a Man run deſperately 
and raſnhly to his on certain Ruin, muſt 
be an unpardonable Fault, that wiſe Men 
would ever be aſhamed of; neither would 
the World ever acquit thoſe Perſons (who 
marry only to pleaſe others) of the moſt 
extream Madneſs, were it not already ſo 
ſordidly wedded to Money, and for that 
Reaſon alone moſt abominably partial to all 
its Friends. n k 
Now ga main and principal thing that 


cauſes Marriages to be ſo unhappy, and 


1 | makes 
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makes this State of Life ſo miſerable, 'is the 
Inequality of them. This is the great Miſ- 
chief that is become ſo Epidemical ; and 
from hence ariſe moſt of thoſe deadly Feuds 
and Breaches, and thoſe” ſad Misfortunes 
and Sorrows that ſo uſually attend a Mar- 
riage-Life; which, like peſtilential Di- 
ſeaſes, infect the whole Maſs of Blood, 
and put all things out of order. It is this 
alone, that ſo often deprives a wedded 
Couple of that bright and ineſtimable Jewel 
Content; making all their Deſigns and 
Actions unſucceſsful and unfortunate, and 
their Ends moſt unhappy and miſerable. 
And it is this Content, which is the main 


and only White to be levell'd at, it being 
the very Throne of all our Happineſs, and 
the utmoſt Height of our Ambition. And 


when this is miſſed of, the Perſon is ſo far 
from being pitied, that he is often counted 
an obſtinate Fool that would not, or, at beſt, 


but an ignorant one, that could not attain to 


71. Yo Tres 
As concerning unequal Marriages, it will 
be very difficult to determine any thing 
that ſhall pleaſe all; and I don't at all queſ- 
tion, but a great many Perſons will think 
themſelves very highly affronted, when 
they come once to find their own Faults ex- 


poſed in their true and proper Colours; for 
every Perſon mortally hates to ſee his ugly 


- * 


Face 
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Face in a true Glaſs. There is uſually ſuch 
à vaſt Diſagreement between Parents and 
Children in this Caſe, that there is no 
hopes of ever reconciling them, for they 
are always ſo very partial in their own 
Cnſes, and ſo madly run into the Extreams, 
that they at laſt become inſufferable; ſome- 
times urging things ſo far, that they ſeem 
to try who ſhould bid moſt for the higheſt 
= Place in Bedlam. The old Men always hug 
1 themſelves with the golden Thoughts of 
Tatereſt and a Name; and the young Men 
with the glittering Hopes which -proceed 
from their own fooliſh and vicious Hu- 
mours. So that however the Caſe be 

EO given, one Side mult of neceſſity be ex- 
4 ploded; for to pleaſe two Oppoſites: at 
. is next to impoſſible; But to ſhew 

| myſelf as impartial as poſſibly I can, ſhall 
aim at the middle Way, and ſtrive to ſplit 
% the Hair, chooſing rather to diſpleaſe both 
1 i P arties in a juſt Cauſe, than humour one 
E in a falſe. 
—< Noy this ſame keeping exactly in the 
xx middle Way in all things, is the great Con- 
= cern that has always been admired, and 
= _ _  Jought after by the wiſer and more publick 
* Heads of all Ages; a thing much com- 
mendled and talked of, -but ever little, prat- 
tiſed and underſtood. Men are always ſo 


much In love with themſelves, that they 
4 believe 
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believe nothing is good or bad, juſt or un- 


juſt, but only thoſe things that are for or 


againſt their particular Intereſts. And if a 
Perſon has a ſettled Mind, perfectly calm 


and ſerene, and as free from all Prejudice 


and Partiality, tis but at beſt like an exact 
and equal Balance, which ſtands ſtill whilſt 
nothing moves it, but yet is turned aſide 
with the leaſt Breath or Blaſt of Wind. So 
that this Way muſt needs be very difficult 
to hit on; and in truth, *tis like a Perſon 
forced to walk over a deep Well upon a 
ſmall Cord ; if the diſtant Bottom, or his 
giddy Head, ſhould make him ſtep aſide, 
he's loſt beyond hope; but if he keeps up- 
on it, he hurts his Feet, and is ſtill in 


Danger of the burſting of the Cord. Ho w- 


ever, I ſhall venture my Fortune, as ſome 
others before me, and ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew the unhappy Conſequenees- in both 
Caſes; for in truth, there are Vices not to 
be ſpared or humoured; tho? I have a very 
unthankful ſort of an Office, when I am 
almoſt certain to diſpleaſe all Sides. 

But before I come to Particulars in theſe 
Matters, I. ſhall premiſe thus much, that 
to compleat a true and happy Marriage are 
required virtuous Inchinations, hearty Love, 
and true Liking; ſo that they may be both 
of the ſame Mind, and both have one and 
the ſame Intereſt and Concern; and to 
E204, make 
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make up this, there muſt be a ſuitable A- 


greement in Ages, Humours and Breed- 
ing, as well as Religion, Families and For- 
tunes. Then when the Perſons are ſo well 
and happily joined, they may expect to 
find all that is good and pleaſant, all that 
is ſweet and comfortable, and, in a word, 
all the Content and Satisfaction that this 
World will afford. 

But when any of theſe main and princi- 
pal e "cg are wanting, if God beſtows 


his worldly Bleſſings upon ſuch a Match, it 
will be much to be wondered at, becauſe 


in every thing they will be tempted to claſh 
and jar together, making their Lives in 
continual Trouble, like furious Storms: and 


Tempeſts, which often end with Ruin and 


Deſolation, 


In diſcourſing of unequal "Marriages 1 


hall inſiſt chiefly upon theſe three 1orts, 
mmer. firſt of old Petſons marrying with 


young; ſecondly, of marrying without 
1 Conſent; and thirdly, of marry- 
ing without their own Conſent. And all 
theſe I may, with good reaſon, call une- 
qual Marriages : The firſt more properly 
comprehending Inequality of Ages and 
Humours ; and the two latter, Inequality 
in Families, Fortunes and Breedings. Of 
theſe I hall endeayour to treat with all the 

Juſtice 


1 
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Jaſtice imaginable, and with all the Par- 
tiality of an unconcern'd Stander-by ; not 


fearing the ſurly Looks of the old Men, 


nor the inſipid Scoffs and Jears of the 
young, 


—— EEE EE 


CK. 
Againſt Old Perſons marrying with Young. 


HIS Chapter contains a very odd 

ſort of a Subject, which will, I am 
ſure, afford Matter enough for Ridicule; 
for to tie Old Age and Youth together 
in the matrimonial Nooſe, is a thing that 
may be well ranked among the greater ſorts 


of Extravagancies; and which neither Na- 


ture, Juſtice, or the World can juſtify 


them in. As for Nature, there can be no 
manner of Pretence of Incitemert from 


thence by either or both Parties; for what 
can be more unnatural. and prepoſterous, 
than to go about to unite briſk and ſprightly 


Youth with dull and ſenſleſs Age? They 


might as well have undertaken to have 
joined Summer and Winter, Light to Dark- 
neſs, or any other ſuch likely Piece of Bu- 


ſineſs, as to think with all the Strength of 


Imagination to couple together a young 


luſty Piece of Fleſh with an old frigid 
Q Statue, 
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Statue. Then as for Juſtice, it will never | 
be: fatisfied, for what greater Breach can 
there be of that, than to join two ſuch diffe- 
rent Natures together, which will almoſt 
certainly be the Deſtruction of each other, 
and to entail a Stock of Miſery upon Per- 
ſons for Term of Life. But for the World, 
to be ſure that will never excuſe them, but 
I am confident will be as forward as poſſi- 
ble to laugh at them; and in ſober Sadneſs 
ſuch Matches ſeem as if they were deſign'd 
for the Laughing-purpole. As {or my part, 
ſcarce any ching can ſeem more ridiculous ; 
| for ſuch Marriages look like ſome very 
* ſtrange extravagant Farce, intended only 
* to ſet all the Spectators into a huge Fit of 
. = - Laughter. And he that obſerves it well, 
\ | . think they rather deſign'd to make 
* #0 Mirth and Sport for others, than to pro- 
| cure any manner of Satisfaction to them- 
N ſelves: For ſome Perſons are hugely pleaſed *' 
= when they can ſay, I am glad I bave made : 
1 you Sport, Sir. 
=_— But to come a little cloſer to the Matter 
1 f in hand; I will ſuppoſe an old Gentleman, 


13 . whiole briſk Days are over, that has a 
. Mind to take a Turn or two in the World, 
and once more venture the Strength of his 
Body upon that comfortable Text of In- 

4 creaſe and multiply, What can be more 
en, than for ſuch a dull walking 

Clod 
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Clod of Earth, an Old Doting Fellow of 
Sixty, to fall a Dying, Sighing, and Lan- 
guiſhing, for a ſprightly Girl of Sixteen? 
Certainly it muſt be very comical to ſee how 
featly and trim our ſweet Sir Courtly dreſſes 
himſelf up for a Ball, or a Viſit to his 
Miſtreſs; how ſpruce, gay, and ſparkiſh he 
appears with his new Tricks and Fooleries 
about him, and withal how antickly fine 
he is in all his Accoutrements, whilſt a very 
Monkey's Face and a Dzath's Head, ſhall 
brave it out, and be called a Beauty, for- 
ſooth. Nor can it be leſs pleaſant to ſee 
how Ape- like he mimicks the Cuſtoms 
and Actions of the young Sparks and ſnin- 
ing Beaux of the Town (whom he conti- 
nually envies and mortally hates) and to ſee 
him how neatly he practiſes the Bon Mien, 
the good Grace, the exact pointing of the 
_ Sword to his right Heel, the genteel Role 
in his Stocking, the allamode combing of 
the Wigg, the careleſs placing of the Hat, 
and the other noble Accompliſhments of 
the Town. TS 1 | 
But the beſt of all is to ſee him addreſ- 
ſing himſelf, and paying his Devoirs to the 
bright Goddeſs his Miſtreſs, where he falls 
down right to ſhewing and commending all 
his Excellencies, eſpecially thoſe which he 
fancies may be moſt pleaſing and grateful 
to the young beautiful Sex. He tells her, 


O 2 He 
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Heis ſtrong and luſty, tough and ſound at heart, 
and that the young Men of this Age are all pi- 
tiful, weak, half-gotten Milkſops, neither 
laſting nor able to 45 ſervice, and all conſump- 
' zive puny Shrimps, fit for nothing but to make 
Sauce of. His Miſtreſs, perhaps, all the 
while ſtands liſtening, being ſtruck dumb 
with the charming Rhetorick of this vene- 
rable Mumfſimus. But ſhould Father Grey- 
beard perceive any ſort. of Complacency in 
| the little Creature by ſimpering, ſmiling, 
| or the like, then he falls on a freſh to brag- 
38 ging of his great and mighty Feats of Ac- 
= tivity, as how well he can run, leap and ride, 
and the like. But if by chance at any 
ö time his Performances are found to be lefs 
1 than his Pretenſions (for old Men oft make 
| Trials) then he comes off with an idle Flam 
or Excuſe, that *Tis only a Fall, a Strain, 
er Hurt, or ſome other accidental Misfortune; 
but that he can till drink and wench with the 
beſt of the Town, And thus he goes on 
wich ſuch extravagant Commendations of 
his own dear ſelf, all the while out-ranting 
a common Gameſter, and out-heCtoring a 
Town Bully. 

The poor young Girl, who knows little 
or nothing of the weighty Concerns of 
Matrimony, i is perhaps caught at laſt, being 
allured into the Snare with the gay Ex. 
pectations of being married forſooth, x1 
„ wit 
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with the wonderful Honour of having a 
Huſband, before ſhe has got over the long 
and tedious Time of her Teens; or rather 
(which is more probable) with the flatter- 
ing Hopes of riding in a fine gilt Coach 
and Six, -or with the harmonious Gingling 
of his Guineas ; or laſtly, ſhe is forced upon 
him by a ſevere and rigid Father, or 
ſome baſe mercenary Guardian, who, upon 
all Accounts, makes his markets on her, 
and ſells ker at what Price he pleaſes. 
Whilſt jolly Sir Feeble Faintoould leaves no 
Stone unturn'd, but beſtirs himſelf on all 
ſides to obtain his Deſire; is as bufy as a 
Bee, and as merry as the wanton Thoughts 
of a briſk young Wife can make him. But 
when the Wedding-Day is come, then he 
is all in Raptures, and is tranſported be- 
yond meaſure with delicate Hopes of a 
{ſweet Encounter, as he calls it. Methinks 
this Conjunction ſeems far unlike that of 
Caſtor and Pollux, but rather like Mecęſius, 
tying the Living and Dead together. 

But to what purpoſe is all this ado? Or 
what is the Conſequence of ſuch a hopeful 
Match, but only the getting himſelf the 
Right Worſhipful Name of Fool, or that 
more Honourable Title of Cuckold? And 
indeed theſe dignified Names are not very 
hard to be obtain'd, nor much harder to 


F be deſerved, For the laſt of theſe he is 
| O 3 ſure 
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ſure to have, let his Wife be never ſo chaſt 
and virtuous; except the World be won- 
derous civil in this Point; which I may 


venture to aſſure him is no common Obli- 
gation. For the common People, as the 


Times go now, have got an ugly ſcurvy 
Trick of ſpeaking as they think, when they 
find no Inducement to the contrary. But 
this is not all; from Sayings they will com- 
monly fall to aſking of Queſtions; as, 
What Kindneſs ſhe can have for ſuch a 


& boyiſh Piece of Gravity; what real Com- 


* forts can ſhe find in the loathſome So- 


« ciety of a fond jealous Dotard, who ſul. 


<< pects all that either look at or ſpeak to 


« her, and dreads nothing like what he 


„ knows he deſerves? And what true 


Satisfaction can ſhe have by embracing a a 


„ Statue, and being all Night by an un- 
«© wholſome Net of Diſeaſes, a cold Lump 
« of Clay, whoſe utmoſt Power is only to 
« increaſe Deſires, and ſet an Edge upon 


« that Appetite, which he can by no 
„ means ſatisfy.” | 


Thoſe Perſons that are fo curious and 


exact in aſking Queſtions of one fide, with- 


out doubt won't be backwards in the o- 
ther, but will ſlily demand, Where are 
% the great Pleaſures. and ſweet Delights 


« ſuch a Huſband can take, when he finds 


6 himſelf fettered to a peeviſh, ill-natur'd 
| * Mie, 
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c Wife, that moſt certainly hates him, 
« and at every turn wiſhes him hang'd, 
« or at the Devil; a very kind Creature 
«© who inſtead of comforting and cheriſh- 
« ing him, plagues and torments him? One 
« that care for nothing but his Money, 
« fears nothing more than his Preſence, _ 
« and wiſhes for nothing more than her 
« Gallant's Company, and her Huſband's. 
« End?” Theſe are only Queſtions tis 
true, but they are good comfortable ones 
however, and ſuch as would make the old 
Man's Wiſh tunable all Weathers. No 
doubt but our Hero will find a huge deal 
of Pleaſure in being almoſt tongue-wearied 
to Death by a ſcreaming ſhrill Voice, louder 
than the Waters of London Bridge, or the 
Chataracts of Nile; and now and then for 
a pure breathing Diverſion, to have his 


Bald-pate moſt civily faluted with a good 


brown Cudgel, inſtead of being rub'd by 
a cleanly young Girl; or to have a Bucket 


of fine cool Water thrown upon him, when 


he has far more need of a warm Bed, and 
a good Cordial to chear up his old Heart. 
It will alſo be a wonderful Satis fiction to 
him, to have two or three brawling Brats 
got for him by ſome NWighbour, hanging 
about him and calling Daddy, Daddy! 
Perhaps this wiſe Fool of a Father can hug 
himſelf with believing, he was inſtrumen- 
Fe: e [057 NT 
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tai in getting ſuch bouncing Boys at this 
Age, when his kind Wife and obliging 
World know to the contrary. 

. Theſe and ſuch like Misfortunes are the 
common (I may ſay) almoſt certain Con- 
ſequences of all ſuch Matches; and what- 
foever Miſeries and Troubles the Huſband 
meets withal in theſe Caſes, he can't fo 
much as comfort himſelf with that poor 
and mean Pleaſure of being pitied, The 
World, tho* never in ſuch a good Hu- 


mour, will but laugh at all his Complaints, 
and abuſe him for what he has done, ſay- 


ing, Now he is paid for all his old 


« Tricks; the old Sot is right enough 


&« ſerved ; who bid him play the Fool in 
4 his old Days?” Nay more than all this, 
the nacſt abominable Rogueries, and great- 
eſt. Pieces of Villainies ſhall be called Acts 


of Juſtice forſooth. Sometimes indeed we 


meet with a very extraordinary kind Sort 
of Women, who lily to prevent the com- 
mon and frequent Diſtempers of old Age, 
and to eaſe the dear ſweet Huſbands of 
their many Cares and Troubles of this 


preſent World, do ſometimes give them a 


gentle Puſh into the next: but this falls 
out as their old Friend the Devil and they 


can agree. a 


Having made a tew Obſervations, and. 
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Men a little, let us face about to the other 
ſide, and take a ſmall View of the old 
Women, who cannot forget the Pleaſures 
of Youth, but muſt be- ſporting and play- 
ing ſtill, tho* juſt at the Grave's Mouth. 


. Certainly this Sight can be no leſs ridicu- 


lous and ſtrange than the other; to ſee an 
old decay*d worn-out Widow caſt by a 
Veil, and fairly ſet up for a Beauty and 


Fortune, when her. ſhrivel'd Skin looks 


like ſo much Parchment, and ſerves only 
for a coarſer. Sort cf Bag to carry her 
tatter'd Limbs and decay*d Joints it; with 
an ugly Hag's Face, looking like the true 
Picture of Envy, And all this in Expec- 
tation of catching ſome young Woodcock 
in a Fool's Trap, whom ſhe doubts not 
but to out-wit ſufficiently, and ſhew him a 
ſly Trick for all his Diſſimulation; or per- 


haps of ſtriking up a Bargain with ſome 


puny ſmall Wit, whom ſhe ſuppoſes eaſily 
to bring up to her hand, and manage him 
which way ſhe pleaſes. Tho', by the way, 
Fools for the moſt part are the worſt edg*d 
Tools to meddle withal, and the moſt un- 
manageable Creatures under the Sun. | 

No to obtain her Ends (that is to ſay a 
Huſband): *tis neceſſary to ſeem briſk and 


young again; and to run back ten Years 
in ſuch a Caſe is but a ſmall matter. For 


this Reaſon ſhe falls to uſing all the affected 


Smiles 
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Smiles, antick Tricks, and toyiſh Actions 


ſhe can think of; ſtil] bag the gen- 
teel Motion of the Body, the ſtately car- 
rying of the Head, the neat Side- glance of 
the Eye, the graceful Toſſing of the Fan, 
Se. Then to ſhew that all her merry 


Days are not over yet, ſhe's chaunting, 


fiele and moving her Body, at every 
craping Tune ſhe hears. And ſhe prates 
and talks the whole Company to Silence; 
(for when the Teeth are fled, the Tongue 


ſeldom lies ſtill) and all her Diſcourſe is ; of 


fine Balls, Dancing-Bouts, Weddings, Mer- 
ry-Meetings, Gay 1 Gallants, Miſtreſſes, In- 
trigues, and the like. The Defects of her 


old wrinkled Face muſt be carefully ſup- 
ply'd by Art, and Patch and Paint muſt 


made uſe of to fill up, thoſe Furrows, 
which old Time, with his Iron Teeth, has 
ſo well and plentifully beſtowed upon her. 
As for her Body, whether ſtrait or crooked, 


her Taylor can beſt fit that. But theſe in- 


deed are Diſguiſes too affected and mean, 
to be of any conſiderable Uſe in theſe Con- 
cerns, being in the readieſt Way to make 


the Buſineſs more odious and ridiculous ; 


for all ſuch unnatural Things carry with 


them a Deformity ſo groſs, as can never 
be concealed. 


When ſhe finds theſe little Tricks to fail 
in the intended Promotion of her ah 
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(as one may venture to ſwear they will) 
more ſubſtantial Means are then to be uſed; 
and the only way left, is to give out, ſhe 
has good Store of Gold, as a thing that 
ſeldom fails, and is ſufficient to make a- 
mends for all other Imperfections and De- 
fects whatſoever: for that, like the glo- 
rious Sun, is never old or ugly, but always 
briſk and charming, young and beautiful. 
With theſe gay Hopes, ſhe probably de- 
coys ſome young gaming Fop, or crack'd 
Debauchee, who, when he is admitted to 
the Favour of a Viſit, ſwears to her, by 
all that's Good, tis her excellent Perſon he 
admires, and adores before all the Wealth 
and Grandeur in the World; and *tis her 
Diſcretion, Gravity, Virtue, and (ſome- 
times for -Variety-ſake) Beauty, which he 
values and eſteems infinitely beyond her 
Money; with a great many of ſuch faſhion- 
able Pieces of Gallantry (as they are called) 
which every Blockhead, that is not blind 
and ſenſleſs, may ſee through, and per- 
ceive both the Knavery and Folly of. And 
truly this is no great and wonderful thing 
now-a-days, to ſee ſuch baſe Perſons as 
theſe ſwear and lye for ſomething, when 
they do it ſo very often for nothing at all. 
This formal Piece of Antiquity. (you 
muſt ſuppoſe imagining ſomething extra- 
ordinary in herſelf) believes all he fays, 
"7 Þ and 


— 


- "4 = | os „ ; n 
— 1 mo - * Sy i. | n - dy 
” - Ty, » we F1-ah. 0h, tne i. tn. 
yy * 
— — 


EW” 
wy —_—_ — . —Ä—Q— TS 7 — 


Li 


= 
* 3 


156 Of Unequal Marriages. 


and perhaps as much more; then pincking 


up her formal Face, with a ſimpering Kind 
0 


Smile, ſhe tells him, She cannot be- 
* lieve but he is a meer Wag, a very Wag 
«-all over, and only diſſembles and flat- 
e ters to wheedle kind-hearted Creatures; 
e but yet ſhe vows that theſe ſame young 
«© Men have always a very ſtrange taking 
«. Way with them, and will never be ſaid 
e nay, when they are once ſet on.“ Upon 
this, with a Complement and a gracious 
Smile on her Side, and a fawning Leer on 
his, with the Formalities of a ſecond or 
third Viſit, a Match is clap'd up between 
the old Fool and the young. She indeed 
expecting great and mighty things,” but he 
gueſſing before-hand what he is like to 
meet withal, ſeldom comes at her, paſks 
away his time merrily, and cares but little 
(as lorig as the Money goes briſkly about) 
which End goes forward; ſo that at beſt 


he is only as a kept Perſon in continual Fee, 


But this won't do with him; for he'll 
make her know who's Lord and Maſter, 
and ſince his old Granum of a Spouſe can't 


pleaſe him, her Money muſt then procure 
him ſuch a one as can. 


But what ſays the World to all this? O 
wonderous civil! as may be gueſſed by that 
obliging Language which follows : Oh, 
hang her (ſays one) for an old Beaſt : 
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c muſt ſhe be for Riding at this time of 


« Day? She is paſt Man's Uſe now, tis 
« high time to fall to procuring. * Ay, 
« (ſays a ſecond) what ſhould ſhe do but 
« procure a good Bit for her poor Huſ- 
« band, and help him at adead Lift? Rot 
« her old Corpſe (ſays a third) ſhe is good 
« for nothing but to make Money of.“ 
But he, for his part, ſhall be applauded, 
and commended for what he does, and en- 
couraged for all his fine Rogueries, and ſhe 
herſelf muſt be content to bear the Brunt 
of all, People are ſtrangely pleaſed to 
find ſhe is met withal at Jaſt, and wonder- 
fully pleaſed at every Trick he ſerves her, 
if he ſhould bring a Miſs publickly to his 
Houſe, or ſome ſuch ſlighty Buſineſs, But 
if he chance- to find the Advantage of 
touching her Copyhold ; of making the 
dirty Acres fly about, the old Houſes to 
go to pot, and the tall ſturdy Oaks to rore; 
that is Mirth and Sport enough for a Month 
at leaſt, > 

I will not infiſt any longer upon the ill 
Effects and unhappy. Misfortunes of ſuch 
Matches as theſe, and ſhall omit the many 
grateful Returns theſe Perſons may expect 
from their Children and other. Relations, 


who are very often fool'd out of good Ef- 


| tates bf theſe means, and new Heirs ſeldom 


fail o 
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being produced, tho? tis not in 
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[every Man's Power to get them. In my 
Opinion, the beſt Uſe and greateſt Advan- 
tage that can be made of ſuch Matches is 
Pennance and Mortification. For ſuch old 
Wives and Huſbands (beſides the many 
Afflictions they cauſe) may indeed prove a 
better Memento Mori than any Death's 
Head; and perhaps give Perſons a more 
lively Hint of Mortality than a Skull can 
do. Such ſort of Marriages may indeed 
be well compared to tying a Man Neck and 
Heels, and leaving him to ſhift for him- 
ſelf, whilſt his ſtruggling only makes him 
worſe. But how great ſoever the Misfor- 
tunes are, they have always an Original ſo 
very ridiculous, that they are things more 
to be laugh'd at than pitied, which have 
made me leſs ſerious in this Chapter than I 
thought to have been, or perhaps will be 
coumted agreeable to the perfect Rules of 
Gravity and Modeſty ; and truly I am very 
much aſhamed to handle this Subje& any 
longer. | 
Before I finiſh this Chapter, I muſt de- 
fire the courteous Reader to take notice, 
that in all this Diſcourſe there is not any 
thing ſpoken with the leaſt Deſign or In- 
tention to bring old Age into Contempt; 
for I always held that to be a thing that 
merits the greateſt; Eſteem, Honour and 
Veneration imaginable. But let all old 
s JEN | | Perſons 
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Perſons take this along with them, that it 
will ever be accounted baſe and contempt- 
able, and a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing, 
while it wants the ornamental Marks of 
Gravity, Judgment and Diſcretion, which 
always ought to carefully attend it, and be 
inſeparable ; and that a merry old Fool, 
and a gay apiſh Matron are things ſo un- 
natural, that a very ingenious Perſon has 
deſervedly reckoned them among the tamer 


fort of Monſters, * = 
E 
CHAP III. =_ 
Aeainſt Per fons marrying without the Parents 7 I 
5 or Friends Conſent. {7 


HE main Defign of this Chapter is 

to ſhew the great Imprudence and 
Impiety of all ſach as run raſhly, or with- i 
out Friends Knowledge or Conſent, upon = 
ſuch a folemn thing as Matrimony ; with- 
the fad and fatal Conſequences thereof, 
which will be enough, I am ſure, to deter | 
all Perſons, of any Senſe or Religion, from- 1 
ſtealing of Matches, or ſuffer themſelves 
to be ſtolen by others. This is a great and | 
abominable Crime, which has grown won- 1 
derful common in theſe late times; and for 
ought we can hear, more frequent in our 
| NS Na-. 
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Nation, than in our neighbouring Coun- 
tries, eſpecially for the Female Sex, be- 
cauſe they are allowed more Liberty here 


than in moſt other Parts. Though within 


theſe . few Tears, there hath ſomewhat 
more Care been taken to prevent theſe In- 
conveniencies, and Licenccs have been more 
cautiouſly delivered; yet ſtill we find fre- 
quent Examples of this nature, to the great 
Misfortunes of the Perſons themſelves, and 
ſometimes to the Ruin of their Families. 
And we cannot expect it will be other- 
wiſe, as long as there are ſome at every 
turn ready in the Fleet, who will do this 
ſmall Job of Coupling, without the incon- 
fiderable Formality of a Licence, or the 


little Conſideration of the Canonical Hour. 


I ſhall firſf ſpeak a Word or two con- 
cerning ſuch Man as ſteal Perſons much a- 
bove themſelves. i in Fortune, (for I can af. 
ford ſuch vile Practiſes no better Title than 
ſtealing.) For though this at preſent is 
reckoned little or no Fault in the Man's 
pats and the moſt rigid and cenſorious 

art of the World ſeldom lay any thing to 
his Charge: Yer ＋ my my part, I can moſt 

clearly and plainly ſfe ſomething in it that's 
moſt . baſe and ungenerous which i is far 
beneath the great and noble Thoughts of 
Man. For to pretend Love in this Caſe, 
is almoſt as ridiculous as the Taylor that 


very 
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very fairly fell in love with Queen Eliza-- 4 
beth ; fo that the Perſon can have no man- 1 
ner of Colour for his Deſign in hand, but” 1 
a greedy Thirſting after Money, and an 1 
eager Purſuing after thoſe Riches which he 
hath no ſort of Title to, and gets them as 
unjuſtly as Pirates and Robbers do their 
Booty. Beſides, to marry purely for Mo- 
ney, without any other Conſiderations, 
ſeldom fails of cauſing an unhappy Life: 
And common Experience ſhews us, that 
ſuch Perſons as theſe have very ſeldom any 
manner of real Love or Kindneſs for their 
Wives,. though they be never fuch accom- 
pliſhed, beautiful and deſerving Ladies; 
then to what a fine paſs have theſe poor 9 
Creatures brought themſelves to? 1 
Let all your high Lookers, and great 5 
Pretenders to large Fortunes but ſeriouſly 
conſider, Firſt, What a vaſt Piece of In- 
juſtice *tis to rob a loving Father of a A 
Daughter, in which he places ſo great a |. 
Part of his Delight; to take his deareft 
Jewel from him, and violently to tear a 
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lovely blooming Sprig, which he has nou- 
riſned with ſo much Care and Tenderneſs: 
8 And though the Night promiſes well, the 
Horſe ſtands at the Gate, the Doors open, 
the Riding-Gown is on, the Lady ready, 


the Parſon waiting, and all things finile 
and fayour the Deſign, running very 
73 ſmoothly 
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ſmoothly along; yet in a ſhort time after 
they are chained together, the Magick 
ceaſes, the Inchanted Caſtle vaniſhes into 


fleeting Air, the Tempeſt riſes, and whole 


Showers of Afffictions fall thick, imbitter- 


ing all their Joys, and deſtroying all their 


fine Expectations, Secondly, Let them 
all conſider what a high Piece of Impru- 


- dence *tis for a Man fo dangerouſly to ven- 


cure himſelf with a young Creature, whoſe 
fickle Fancy turns like the Wind, and 
whoſe ungrounded Love oft upon ſuch Ac- 
counts meet with its cold and loathing Fits, 
and curdles to Hatred in a few Hours, 
which by the overſwaying Power of flat- 
tering and threatning Friends may bring 
his Life at her Mercy. Beſides, if he 

marry ſuch when her Portion is not cer- 
tain, he commits a double Folly to no pur- 
poſe; and then his Love for Money has 
left him in a very ſweet pickle indeed. 


But now to come a little cloſer to the 


Buſineſs of marrying without Friends Con- 
ſent, and to ſhew the Greatneſs of this Of- 
fence. It always ought to be conſidered, 
that Nature has given to Parents an extra- 
ordinary Power over their Children, mak- 
ing far greater Diſtinctions here than in 
any other Perſons whatſoever. And as this 
ſort of Government is certainly the moſt 
natural of any; ſo all other Governments 


ſeem 
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ſeem rather to have been made in Imita- 
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tion of this firſt Method; being for the 1 
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moſt part acquired by Uſurpation and meer 1 
Force, and increaſed by the Strength and 7 
N Policy of more crafty Heads. As Parents „ 
| Authority is great, ſo ought Childrens O. . 


bedience to be great too; and all the A- vn 
mends and Satisfaction they are ever able I 
to make for their bringing of them into 
the World, Education, Eſtates, and the 
like, is only a dutiful Compliance to all 
their juſt Commands, and a hearty Deſire s 
of performing all their good Wiſhes, Here 4 
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it 1s that a young Man ſhews his noble 2 
Temper, as well as humble Diſpoſition ; 2 
and *cis this that Heaven promiſes ſuch 1 

eculiar Bleſſing to, and that the World = 
K ſo oft crowned with its juſt Applauſes. = 


As Marriage is the greateſt Concern, and 
the principal Thing in which a Parent 
ought always to take moſt Care, and to ſee 
them well matched, is as much as to ſee | 
them made happy: ſo for a Son or a | 
Daughter to be diſobedient to this, is the * 
greateſt Piece of Rebellion, as well as the | 
higheſt Point of Ingratitude they can well 1 
be guilty of. This indeed has made many 
a Father (and that with Juſtice too) utterly 1 
caſt off a hot-brain Son from all his future 
Care; and whoſe unlucky Curſes have hit | 
him ſo right, and ſtuck ſo cloſe to him ever x 

after, 
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after, as have driven him to the utmoſt 
Miſeries that attend Poverty and Rags. 
The Greatneſs of this Crime few young Per- 
ſons conſider, efpecially ſince they are 
commonly ſo extreamly partial and ſelf- 
conceited of their own Prudence and Judg- 
ment in chooſing ; laughing at their own 
Parents and Friends, thinking. them all 
very unfit Perſons to conſult withal, and 
not good or wiſe enough to chooſe for them; 
but will run madly and furiouſly on, big 
with the Expectation of ſome wonderful 
Charms and extraordinary Bliſs, till they 
are ſoon foundred and loſt, like one that 
rides a fiery Steed that ſtops at nothing, 
but runs at ſwelling Rivers, craggy Rocks, 
and deadly Precipices, till the Rider is 
hurl'd off and daſhed in pieces. Theſe are 
the furious Tranſports of hair-brain Youth, 
who run mad for a Face, and ruin them- 


| ſelves for a meer Trifle. 


Tf all things be throughly and carefully 
conſidered, fuch a Crime as this muſt ap- 
pear extraordinary foul and infamous, and 
of ſuch a bale Nature as can never be ex- 
cuſed by an unconcerned Stander-by, ſuch 
as I profels myſelf to be, To have a kind 
induigent Father, whoſe ſofteſt Wiſhes and 
greateſt Joys always attend his Son's good 


Fortune; careful of him even to the raging 


Paſſion of Jealouſy, to beſtow his utmoſt 
| Pains, 
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Pains, uſe his utmoſt Endeavours, and ſtill 
racking his contriving Head both Day and 
Night; and all with the joyful Expecta- 
tion of his Son's being great and happy 
after his Death, and: placing the greateſt 
Part of his own Happineſs in his: then to 
have a ſtubborn ungrateful Son to daſh 


and overturn the whole Fabrick of his great 


Deſigns, and by an unlucky Caſt, blaſt all 
his thriving Hopes at once. This is too 
much for a Father to bear; and then *tis 
no wonder to ſee a Parent (tho? never fo 
gentle and good-natured) decree the utmoſt 
Severities, and at one Blow to lop off a 
monſtrous Excreſcency. | ; 
That this Offence is puniſhed with Diſin- 
heritance, there's ſcarce any thing more 
common; and a Father in this Caſe is very 
ſeldom much blamed, or reckoned ſevere 
or unjuſt; for when a Son or Daughter 
have by their Diſobedience broke their Fa- 
ther's Heart, and have thrown him off as 
a Perſon that bas nothing to do with them, 
he has a good and honeſt Plea to leave 
them to themſelves, Some Fathers indeed 
are, often glad to find ſuch an Excuſe, when 
they have a mind to put off their Daugh- 
ters without Portions, becauſe they are 
ſure this will certainly vindicate their Pro- 
ceedings to the inquiring World. So that 
it is. moſt apparent, that this is a far greater 
| Crime 
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Crime than moſt young People take it to 


be; ſo that for a Man of Ingenuity and 


Generoſity to be guilty of ſuch a Fault, to 
me ſeems very inconſiſtent, Neither can 
I well conceive how a Man of Senſe can 
ever excuſe himſelf from ſuch a prodigious 


Piece of Ingratitude, ſince that, of all o- 
ther Vices, is juſtly eſteemed the baſeſt and 


meaneſt, and of ſuch a Nature, that even 
thoſe Perſons, who have ſeemed to make 
it their Buſineſs and Deſign to act and brag 


of all other Rogueries, are yet aſhamed of 


that, and are very careful to conceal it, as 
a thing that can get them no manner of 
Commendation or _— not ſo much 
as among their rude Companions. 

Nut let us now ſpend a Thought or two 
about the Female Lex. As for thoſe, Na- 
ture has ſeemed to take a more peculiar 
Care in moulding them, and making them 
more eaſy and compliant, and of giving 


them a ſofter and more flexible Diſpoſition, 


finely adapted to Obedience. But to the 
Male, it has afforded a ſtronger and more 
governing Nature, and has given them 
more Power and Command. Therefore 
Obedience and Compliance in the Female, 
ſeems more convenient and neceſſary, as 
being more ſuitable and natural. And if 
all things be rightly conſidered, they are 
not to expect to be their own Carvers | - 
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all things, nor to have ſo large a Right in 


chooſing as Men. Their Friends Care and 


Judgment is always rationally looked upon 


as far more fit and proper for the Choice 


of what will be for their Happineſs and 


Well-being, than their own fond Humours, 
which proceed from an unſettled Fancy. So 
that their main and principal Care in this 
Life, ought to be how to ſoften thoſe 


Troubles, and how to make that pleaſant 
and eaſy which falls to their Share, if they 


ſhould chance to meet with a Perſon and 
Humours, not altogether ſo well and a- 


greeable as might have reaſonably been 


wiſhed for. 


The Truth of all this will eaſily appear, 
and become as clear as the Sun, if we 
come carefully to conſider and reflect upon 
the unſteady Nature and unfatisfied Diſpo- 
ſition of Youth, and eſpecially of the Fe- 


male Sex, whoſe Reaſons are for the moſt . 
part byaſſed by their Humours, and not 


ſtrong enough to. diſcern and ſearch into 
thoſe things which are beſt for a ſettled and 
married Life, For their Fancies arealmoſt 
always carrying them aloft, which makes 
their Brains giddy, over-ruling their Rea- 
ſons, and leading them about through By- 
paths and uncertain Places, like an Inis 
Fatuus, and at laſt loſes them in a wild de- 
ſolate Wilderneſs, It will be much more 


apparent 
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Ei apparent and viſible, if we look upon Ex- 
amples, which frequently ſhews us how ex- 
treamly fortunate many young Women are 
in their Choice, when it has depended 
wholly upon themſelves. And further, it 
is very common to find thoſe very Ladies 
that have been ſo extreamly nice, ſo won- 
derfully curious and difficult to pleaſe, diſ- 
daining and laughing at all that look like 
the Vulgar, and ſcorning and deſpiſing 
all that ſeem mean or common; ſo that 
one would think, nothing leſs could ſatisfy 
them than an Angel dropt from the Clouds: 
Yet (I fay) tis very uſual for theſe Mock- 
Criticks at laſt to throw themſelves under 
the Subjection of a . whimſical fluttering 
Fop, or a meer ſtarched and jointed Bar- 
tholomew Puppet, whoſe Stock of Wit and 
Money is as ſmall, as his Impertinence and 
Impudence is large. / 

If we do but obſerve the Generality of 
the young Ladies of this our Age, who 
pretend ſo much to Modiſhneſs, and the 
like, we cannot but wonder to find ſo many 
Inconſiſtencies, and to ſee. with what large 
Mixtures of Fickleneſs, Unconſtancy, Va- 
nity and unſettled Fondneſs they are made 
- up withal; how difficult to pleaſe, how 
critical in fooliſh Trifles, how extravagant 
and finnical in their Attire ; how wonder- 
fully delighted with all that's gay and 
111 AAR | glit- 
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glittering, how ſtrangely abounding in 


Diſcourle, how toyiſh and freakiſh in their 
Actions; having vitiated Palates that can 
reliſn nothing that is grave or ſerious, or 
can endure any thing that's prudent or diſ- 
creet: We may (I ſay) when we conſider 
all this, well enough conclude, that that 
Perſon who courts one of them, and de- 
fires to gain her, needs only a gay lac'd 
Coat, rather than a decent one, to pleaſe 
her nice Fancy; an impertinent Tongue 
(like Sir Formal Trifle*s) overlud with Ful- 


tian and bombaſt Words. rather than Senſe, 


to hold her in Diſcourſe ; and a maggotiſh 
Noddle well ſtuffed with Impudence (like 
Sir Poſitive At All) to make her believe 
any thing, | 
Upon ſuch ſort of Perſons as theſe, com. 
mon Experience ſhews us, that Dancing- 
Maſters and Singing-Maſters have chieily 
the greateſt Influence; the one by the rim- 
ble ſhaking of his Heels; and the other by 
the cunning Quavering of his Voice, to 
melting and charming the poor Fool, that 
| ſhe is all upon the ſighing, whining Vein, 
till ſhe is ſtark mad to be delivered from 
her old Father's Clutches. And this is 
| much more likely, if Age has not ſtrength- 
ned her Reaſon, or ripened her Under- 
ſanding ſo far as to diſtinguiſh between 
Say things and good things, and to diſcern 
1 " the 
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$1 the fatal Effects of ſuch Baſeneſs; and this 
1 brings her to laugh at the kind and whol. 
1 ſome Advices of a Father, and to look up- 
wr. on her Friends as all peeviſh, filly, and in- 
4 conſiderate Perſons, that deſerve not a ſe- 
1 .rious Thought to be thrown away upon 
4 .them. After this indeed Years may harden 
3 her in her Wickedneſs, and help her to a 
large Stock of Impudence, but they ſel- 
dom teach her any Prudence or Diſcretion, 
for her ridiculous Folſies and ſtubborn 
Vices will, yet grow ſtronger with her Age, 
hke gliding Rivers and flowing Streams, 
Fill increaſing the further they run from the 
Fountain Head. But the poor ſelf- de- 
.ceiving Creature ſeldom 3 about her, 
till the manifeſt Appearance of approach- 
ing Ruin from an inhuman Huſband opens 
her Eyes to ſome purpoſe, and ſhew * 
that all the Wit and Experience ſne has got, 
are the deareſt things ſhe ever — 
Thus we find many fad Examples of 
this nature, of ſeveral young, Perſons who 
run raſhly, and without any Conſideration, 
to get themſelves married, never minding 
any thing that belongs to ſuch-a Condition, 
but thoſe vain flattering Pleaſures that their 
deluded Hopes preſent to their diftant View 
through a corrupted and falfe Medium. 
Tis often ſen, that many a poor young 
Girl is trick d and cheated into Matrimony | 
| 30 
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to the great Grief of her Parents, and her- 
own laſting Torment; and that too when 
ſhe has but a ſmall Knowledge of the trou- 
bleſome Cares and Concerns of this World, 
and before ſhe well underſtand what a Hut- 
band means, or what and where lies the 
Conveniencies and Inconveniencies that a- 
married Life is capable of. And perhaps 
the Perſon that did it, is ſome 448 
beggarly Rake hell, ſome baſe ungenerous 
Fellow, whoſe Dunghil Paſſion will never 
raiſe his drowſy Soul above the Smell of 
Duſt, and deſires nothing but Money, which 
he ſo greedily devours and ſwallows down 
to his Wife's Ruin, and his own Deſtruc- 
tion. 

Now the main Source from whence theſe 
Paſſions (on the Man's Account). do riſe, . 
and the chief Spring that moves ſo many 
young Mens Affections, and hurries away 
their Reaſons; from paying the Reſpects 
due to their Parents, is Beauty z an Ob- 
ject that always carries ſomething with it 
ſo excellent and charming, as can never be 
well defined or deſcribed. . And 'tis this 
that ſo many times ſets unſteady Youth all ina 
raging Fire, ſo violently toſſing his tempe- 
ſtuous Soul, and ſo forcibly carries him on 
towards his imaginary Bliſs, that the loud 
Cries of Reaſon can never be heard, but: 
only when it comes with a gentle Smile, to 
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favour the Canſe in hand, and plead for 
that ſoft Paſſion: and this cauſes them 
ſometimes to be ſo extra agant, as to make 
Goddeſſes of Women (Angels at leaſt) and 
place even Divinity itſelf in a poor ſilly 
Mortal. Then you will hear nothing from 
bim but wiſhing, complaining, ſighing, 
languiſhing, and deſpairing; of charming 
Pleaſures, gentle Flames, broken Hearts, 
melting Tears, and the like; and all his 


Diſcourſe ſhall be about his Miſtreſs, of vin- 


dicating her to all the World, of under- 
taking all deſperate Attempts, and dying 


for her three or four times a Day, Theſe 
things, tho? fooliſh enough; are true, and 
oft deſerve more Pity than Lavghter z for 
Beauty, the chief Cauſe of all this, 1s hke 
a cruel Baſiliſk, that often kills us at a di- 
ſtance and before we know any thing of it. 

The old Men indeed come bluntly to 
their Sons, and tell them that Beauty will 
buy no Beef; (a coarſe Complement to ore 
up te the Ears in love) but the young Men 
as pertly reply, It will buy Content, which 


is far better; an Anſwer truly ſufficient, 
and of full Force we grant, if it were as 


true as the other, But this we frequently 
hnd fo far from procuring any real Satiſ- 
faction or Content, that it has many times 
been the primary Cauſe of the greateſt Mi- 
{cries and Afflictions that can befal a married 

Life. 
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without Friends Conſent, 1. 
Life. And if Prejudice be wholly la'd a- 
ſide, *twill eaſily be ſeen that ſcarce ever any 
Marriage has been on both ſides happy, 
that had no other Foundation than what 
comes from the Charms of outſide Beauty + 
which indeed is far more fit to increaſe a + 9 
Man's Appetite, than to ſettle any true 1 
Liking, and will ſooner procure Fondneſs- - 9 
than real Love; the fatal Effects of which 1 
is Jealouſy, that curſed Bane to all the 
Pleaſures of the Marriage-Bed, which makes 
their beſt Delights a raging Torment, and AY 
turns the greateſt Bleſſings into the greateſt 
Plagues. So that to have this without 
Virtue, is a thing that none but ſtupid and 
ſenſleſs Perſons would endure: For then 
tis like a · hot burning Coal, whoſe bright. 
and ſparkling Looks many may gaze oo 
with Admiration enough, but none but 
Fools and Madmen are willing or daring; . 
enough to touch. For who butgſuch- a 
Madman would for the gratifying df his-“ 
Fancy run and throw himſelf into the de- 
vouring Flames? Who for a few tranſient 
Fits of Joy would part with all the Plea- 
{ures of his ſoft 4 i Repoſe ? Who 


for the Honour of embracing a painted 
Cloud, would forfeit both his Heaven of 
Content here, and his Heaven of Happi- 
neſs hereafter, by being always upon the 
rack of Jealouſy, and tormenting 8 5 

leſt 
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leſt his beautiful Jebel prove falſe, and 


another admire that fantaſtical Face which 
he himſelf formerly doated on. 


Let us conſider Beauty by itſelf, and 


quite ſtript of all thoſe Ornaments ſhe bor- 
rows from the Arts and Tricks of others; 
for her upper Decorations ſhe gets from 


common Shop-keepers and Tyre-women, 


her lower ones from Taylors and Brokers, 
and her ſweet raviſhing Complexion, very 
often from a little Stuff that comes from a 
Painter's Pencil, which ſometimes daubs 
her over like a Sign-poſt, There uni- 
ting all their Force, do dreſs her up as gay 
as poſſible, and are as extravagant, if it can 
be, as our unbounded Fancies. 1 ſay, if 
we ſeriouſly reflect on all this, we ſhould 
not find it ſo conſiderable, as to make us 
forget our greateſt Bleſſings our Freedoms 
to enjoy it; nor yet ſo permanent, as to 
make us hope for any laſting Pleaſures from 


4 it. For when 'tis never ſo natural, a ſmall 
Fit of Sickneſs oft takes away the ſuperfi- 


cial Part of it; and a few Years, Children 


and IIl- nature do take away all the reſt of 


the varniſhed Features. Then the hot Fit 


of Paſſion ſoon turns to the cold one of 


loathing ; and all thoſe ſoft Joysand charm- 
ing Pleaſures, which raging and unruly 
Deſires expected to meet withal, dull Frui- 


tion and Experience finds abſent, and no- 


thing 
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without Friends Conſent! 15% 
thing left but a rotten decayed Veſſel, be. 
reft of all that is good, and emptied of all 
its Delights. So that young Perſons are 
under a very ſtrange Miſtake, when they 
think Beauty alonecan make any Marriage 
happy; for this they may be moſt certain 
of, that whatſoever Love has no ſtronger 
Ligaments than what proceed from thence 
(beſides the Racks of Doubts and Jealouſies 
which ſo often attend 1t) can never laſt any 


longer than that will; no more than that 


love which is grounded on Money can out- 
laſt the ſpending of it. Fn 
There are ſeveral other things beſides 
Beauty, which makes many a Woman be 
loved and admired, and oft cauſe young 
Perſons to tranſgreſs the Duty they owe 
to their Parents; as Good-nature, a fine 
Carriage, a quick Wit, and a {ſweet Voice; 
and all theſe have each their peculiar Charms, 
and are admired by many Men (and per- 
haps with Juſtice too) as much as Beauty 
itſelf. Yet for all that, when every one of 
theſe unite their Power and Forces, and 
meet together in one Woman (which is 
certainly a ſtrong and mighty Temptation 
for Youth to encounter withal) they are 
many times Misfortunes (when abſtracted 
from Virtue) rather than Advantages, and 
Plagues rather than Bleſſings, they being all 
to be found in many a common Proſtitute, 
* and 
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and in the very worſt of Women. Nei- 
ther indeed can theſe procure any mannes 
of Satisfaction or real Content, when true 
Love, virtuous Inclinations, and a Com- 
petency are wanting; the two former be · 
ing abſolutely neceſſary to make firm their 
Happineſs, and keep it ſo perpetually; 
and the latter to gain Friends Conſents, and 
to crown all their Joys. 

Now, what Man, in his right Wits, 
that has the leaſt Grain of Conſideration in 
him, would ever be ſo groſly ſilly and ſenſe- 
leſs, as to marry a Woman (tho' endowed 
with all the fore-mentioned Charms) that 
he knew for certain did not really love 
him, or had not Virtue or Honour to con- 
tinue that Love? Certainly he can have 
no manner of Regard to his Quiet and 


Happineſs in this Life, or muſt be moſt 


ſtrangely ignorant of the Means and Way 
to it, who ſhall thus fooliſhly plunge him- 
ſelf into the midſt of an Ocean of Doubts, 
which will be a devouring Torment and a 


'perpetual Rack to his Mind, if he has any 


thing of Life or Soul in him. Yet he that 
marries a Perſon without his Parents Con- 
ſent, (the Want of an Eſtate being ſuppo- 
ſed to hinder their Conſent) though per- 
haps he is not abſolutely certain his Miſtreſs 
don't love him, yet he can never be certain 
ſhe does, or that ſne don't love his Money far 

better 
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better than himſclf; which if he knows, 
he is doubly mad to marry her. For when 
all ſuch Perſons firſt ſet their Hearts upon 
that (as it is moſt frequent in this caſe) 
they mind little elſe but thoſe ill Proper- 
ties and ridiculous Vanities, that all mean 
Perſons ſo much ſeek after; and what is 
more uſual than to have mercenary Spirits, 
ſoon loſe all Senſe of Generoſity or Grati- 
tude ? | 
Some Perſons are of Opinion, that if 
they marry with them of an inferior Rank, 
they can manage them as they pleaſe z and 
do verily believe that Gratitude will always 
be a ſufficient Obligation to bind them to 
all Affection, Love, Reſpect and Obedi- 
ence; and by this means they propoſe to 
themſelves ſtrange and wonderful things, 
and their Contrivances the beſt ordered, 
and the moſt ingeniouſly invented that can 
be for their Quiet and Content. But ſuch 
a Perſon ought to be put among the cau- 
tious Sir Solomon's Projectors, and be ſure 
to meet with no better Luck than he; for 
this is a vain and fooliſh Suppoſition, fit 
for only the unthinking Part of the World, 
and contradicting all common Experience. 
For tkat conſtantly ſhegys us, that he that 
takes his Maid for his Conſort, finds her no 
leſs proud and imperious, than he that mar- 
ries with one of the higheſt Rank; nay 
| very 
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very oftentimes more; for all baſe-born in- 
ferior Perſons (though naturally of a Diſ- 
poſition good enough) are ſtrangely chang'd 
and altered by ſuch Honours, as being fo 
much above their Companions, which 
makes them have a vaſt Conceit of their 
own Worth and Merits ; their Pride and 
Inſolency increaſing to that degree, as they 
become altogether inſupportable, while 


better Educations are far more noble 


and generous, being apter to own Obliga- 
tions, 


Not to inſiſt too long upon this Head, 


nor to be tedious on this Subject; in ſhort, 
all young Perſons whatſoever may obſerre, 
and take this for a moſt certain and unde- 
niable Truth, that they neither have nor 
can have a Power of diſpoling of themſolves 
as they pleaſe, as long as-their- Parents, or 
Friends intruſted by them, are alive, and 
they have any manner of Dependance upon 
them; and let their Inclinations and Ds-- 


| fires be how they will, they cannot enter 
into ſach a folemn and ſacred Inſtitution- 
as Matrimony, of their own accord, with- 


out their Parents Conſent z they being ſo 


far part of their Goods (and the cleareſt. 


and moſt valuable too) that to give them- 


ſelves away unknown to them, is a kind of 


Robbery or Theft, or perhaps ſomething 
worle, This is a Crime which they can 
never 


; 
: 
a 


A 
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never anſwer to God or good Men; for a 

Marriage is not real or truly compleat, ac- 

cording to God's Laws, till Parents, by 

their Conſent, make firm the Contract, 

And this is the common Opinion of the. 

| ; Chief of our Divines, as far as I can un- 
| derſtand. 

But ſome perhaps, whoſe ungoverned 

Paſſions have wholly led them away, will 


pretend that the ſoft Allurements, and ſweet | F q 
Temptations of Beauty, good Nature, Wit, -v 


and the like, have been ſo very ſtrong and 9 

powerful, that they have not been able in g 

any manner to reſiſt them. I will not ex- 

amine how human Nature may reaſonably 

be ſuppoſed to have power of encountring 

chere; but however this Pretence will never 

ſerve, ſince the venturing to ſtand the f 

Brunt and Force of them, and of favouring 9 

of Opportunities, is one of their principal | 

Faults. For thoſe above all things, are 

ever to be moſt carefully and cunningly 

avoided, and ſhunned as the moſt dan- 

gerous Infections; and, like a full Neſt of 

enraged Hornets, diſturbed by ſome un- * 

wary Traveller, more to be fled from than {4 

fought withal. Beſides Temptation is a | 

poor Pretence, that every common Pro- 

ſtitute makes uſe of to extenuate and excuſe "i 

her filthy Laſts, and every perjured Vil- 1 

Rin to uphold his Rogueries; and if this = 
would 


180 Of Unequal Marriages 


would hold good, the greateſt Wickedneſs 
in the World might. go unregarded, and 
Crimes of the higheſt and blackeſt Nature 
go ſtill unpuniſhed. 

Therefore let Children conſider, and 
dread the unhappy Conſequences of all 
ſuch Matches, as their own Raſhneſs and 
moſt unruly Deſires leads them to; whoſe 
Beginnings are commonly with the violent 
and hot Flames of Love, and do ſoon turn 
to the ſad and cold Fits of Loathing. By 


this means it is common for a Man to have 


a tormenting Wife, that plagues and hates 


him, ſtubborn and rebellious Child ren that 
deſpiſe and ſcorn him, an Eſtate quite 
ſhatter'd and waſted, his unhappy Self up- 
on the very Brink of certain Ruin, not 
knowing haw to avoid or eſcape it, and all 


the time perhaps the Hatred and Anger of 


his unreconciled Parents ; which laſt will 
always be as a devouring and gnawing 
Worm, and a Clog of ſome Weight to his 
deſtracted Soul. For Diſobedience (the 
fatal Cauſe of their Troubles) is an Aſ- 
perſion ſo very vile and ugly, that nothing 
but Time and Repentance can wipe off in 
this World. And therefore once more let 
me earneſtly deſire and adviſe all young 
Perſons whatſoever, to have a more than 
ordinary Care of ſuch things, and that their 

Stub- 


qoithout their own Conſent. r8r i 
Stubbornneſs and Diſobedience do not pull 


down God's juſt Vengeance, and their Pa- 
rents Curſes upon their Heads. 


CHAP TV. 
Againſt Perſons marrying without their own 
| Conſent. 


4 Arents, I do not doubt, but will be 
well enough pleaſed with moſt of the 4 
Paſſages of the former Chapter, ſince that 
- ſpeaks ſo much in behalf of their Pre- 
rogative, and againſt Childrens Diſobe- 
dience ; but I am afraid they will ſcarce re- 
liſh this following 3 nor well digeſt 
a Buſineſs which touches them ſo nearly ; 
for this treats of the laſt fort of unequal 
Marriages, in which they themſelves are 
the principal Actors, and are moſt guilty ; 
namely, of marrying their Children with- 
out their Conſents, or againſt thaw Wills. 
We may obſerve, that every Penis very 
angry and uneaſy, when he comes to ſce 
his own vile Practices and Vices laid open 
to the cenſuring World; but above all, -" 
old Perſons take it moſt grievouſiy, becauſe * 
their high Conceit, of- their own Expe- 1 
rience, leads them to believe themſelves: 
beyond doing of Injuries, or at leaſt of de- 
ſerving to be cenſured. 5 EP : 
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182 Of Unequal Marriages 1 
I am now arrived and juſt entering upon 
a-nolt fad. and melancholy Subject, and 4 
cannot but beſtow a few ſerious Reflections 
and ſome mournful Thoughts upon it; a 
Sabje& that many are apt to ſtart at, and 
cannot endure to hear it ſo much as once 
wentiqned, having experimentally found 
the ſad and fatal Effects of it,- either in 
themſelves or their Relations. And this 1s 
4. Curſe that mean and inferior Perſons are 
ſeldom or never liable to, and are but very 
rarely troubled with the Misfortunes that 


+ commonly attend it. But this very fre- 


7 


quently accompanies the gaudy Pomps and 
airy Noiſe of Magnificence, Grandeur and 
Riches, ſtill aiming and ſtriking at great 
and lofty Places, whilſt little ones com- 
monly eſcape free; like the ordinary and 
common Diſeaſes which proceed from 
Luxury, being ſtarved at Cottages do al- 
ways ſhun them, and inhabit Courts and 
Palaces. 80 that this is a thing that lights 
more upd the Heads of great Perſons 
Children than others, and that too upon 
the Female Sex more commonly than the 
Male. | ; | 
Ass for the Greatneſs of this Injury, there 
is nothing. more apparent; being fuch, 
that all the Pains and Cares that a Parent is 
able do take, or perform for a Child in this 
jad Cafe, can never make amends, or give- 
| any 
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any reaſonable Satisfaction, the Misfor- 
tune being often ſo large and compleat, that 
it is beyond the power af Man to relieve, | 

or give eaſe : Tho? a married Life is 
very often found to be the happieſt and 
moſt comfortable of all others; yet when 
K comes to begin thus diſmally, it moſtly 
proves the worſt of all Conditions whatſo- 
ever, and is very often one of the greateſt 
Plagues that can well befal a Man, making. 
their Conditions more ad and miſerable 
than the pooreſt Wretches, who beg Bread 
from Door to Door : And this may be con- 
firmed ſufficiently by too many lamentable 
and deplorable Examples of this kind, So- 4 
that a wiſe and thinking Man (eſpecially Yn 
if he comes to conſider the great Sins that / 
conſtantly attend it) would ſooner chooſe 
the baſeſt and meaneſt Imployments, and 
moſt contemptible of all Callings, than en- 
dure thoſe reſtleſs Tortures, that ſo neceſ- 
farily belong to all ſuch unfortunate Matches. 
For a Parent to bring up his Child with 
all the Kindneſs, Tenderneſs and Care 
imaginable; to be always ready to inſtruct 
him in every good and virtuous Exerciſe; 
to be moſt exact in teaching him all the c 
eellent and noble Accompliſhments, which - 
his Condition, Eltate and Quality ſo much 
deſerve; to ſuffer him in, and to procure 
him all the moderate and innocent Plea- 


2 ſures 
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ſures and Recreations that may be had; and 
ta indulge him and love him as his own 
Soul, is a thing tho? frequently done, yet very 
commendable, and is ſomething that will 
bind a generous Diſpoſition far ſtronger 
than the Obligations that proceed from 
Fower, Fear and conſtrained Obedience. 
But then for ſuch a Parent, by his over 
violent Zeal, and too eager Deſire after his 
Son's Happineſs, by an unlucky Blow to 


ruin him at o beyond all Relief, is a 


thing moſt ſtrange, uvnaccountable and pro- 


digious. I am extreamly ſorry that 1 can 
truly ſay, tis a thing that has been often 


done and practiſed; and that too by ſuch 
Parents, whoſe good Reputations, Gravi- 


ty, Prudence and Ingenuity, would have 


ſpoke far better things for them, and (one 


would have thought) might have taught 


them more Virtue, Piety and Honeſty, or 
at leaſt more Wit and Diſcretion, than 


out of a fooliſh Humour, ſcarce worthy of 


fuch a Care, to imbitter their Childrens 
Happineſs, and entail] Miſery upon their 
Families for ſucceeding Ages. 

When 1 come to conſider the ſtrange 


Cares and Troubles that Parents have for 


their Childrens ſake, *tis then, and only 
then, that I am-:zcady to think almoſt all 
Marriages unhappy and unfortunate : but 
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on the other fide, when I look upon the 
| ſweet Comforts and pleaſant Satisfaction 


they receive from their good Behaviour, 


and their Hopes they feed themſelves withal 
of their proving well, when they ſee no- 
thing to the contrary ; I find thoſe are En- 
gines ſtrong and powerful enough to hole 


them up, and to keep them from ſinking 
under a Load of Cares and Concerns. Pa- 
rents Lives are often like thoſe of Poets and 


Gamſters, who can very rarely arrive to 
the Pleaſure of being cool and at reſt ; their 
buſy Souls and overwheln?dq Deſires are 
continually in Flame, whiclr* never falfcrs 
them to have a cam and even Temper, 
bat makes them always either in Rapture 
or Deſpair, according as their good or bad 
Fortune requires it. Tis their overdoing 
of things which commonly ruins their De- 
ſigns, and breaks all their Meaſures; their 
Exceſs of Love makes their Children bold, 
impudent and ſaucy; chejr overmuch Care 
and Deſire for them, makes them idle, 
careleſs and undutiful ; their Jealouſy makes 


them miſtruſtful, diſdainful, and to hate ani 
flight their Commands; and their Rigid- 
neſs cramps and deſtroys all their generous 
Thoughts, and corrupts their Morals. Let 
they think many times they can mould then 
as they pleaſe, ,and incline their Minds as 
they think” fit ; and becauſe they ſuppote 
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their Childrendo not know what is good for 
themſelves, their Threats muſt drive them 


to it, which deſtroys the very Eſſence and 


Nature of Good of Marriage; and when 


they have once got them coupled to an 


Eſtate and a few Titles, they think they 


have. done all, tho? perhaps they have un- 
doneall, and ruined-them to all Intents and 
Purpoſes. . . | 
That no Man might think that I have 
ſaid any thing out of IIl-will or Prejudice, 
I do free and fincerely declare, that 1 
have ſo goo@fan Opinion of all Parents, and 
particularly of theſe forts I am treating of, 
that I cannot ſo much as. ſuppoſe any of 
them to deſire, or heartily wiſh their Chil- 
dren the leaſt Hurt or Injury, much leſs 
their laſting Miſery or Ruin; (tho? we find 
ſeveral, upon the Account of Faults and 
Diſobedience, to have put extraordinary ill 
Things upon their Children, and ſuch as 
they themſelves. muſt needs know to be 


hard and cruel.) But when I go about to 


acquit them of this Vice, I muſt of neceſ- 
ſity accuſe them of an inſufferable Piece of 


Folly (beſides a horrible Sin, which I ſhall 
mention to them by and by) when they 


think to make that Match happy which 
begins with Hatred and Loathing; and 


this is a ridiculous thing, which Men of 
their Age and Experience can never be 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to be ignorant of, N They may as 
well hope to ſee the Poles of the Heavens 
meet, or make Fire and Water agree, as 
the Loves, Inclinations and Affections of 
ſome Perſons. Young Peoples Humours 
and Paſſions are very often ſtrange and un- 
governable, and ſuch as are impoſſible to 
unite; and Fathers are not to imagine that 
their Children are like Trees, in which they 


can graft different Humours and Inclina- 


tions, as well as different Fruits. 


But ſome Parents, who beginning to per- 


ceive and reflect upon the miſcrable and 
deplorable Effects of the hard and ſevere 
Ulage, their Pity flowing in a- pace, do 
ſtill flatter themſelves with the Hopes that 
Time ſhould eaſe them, and help to et all 
to rights again. And this is the common 
and thread-bare Pretence that all Parents 
make uſe of to excuſe their Severity and 


Injuſtice ; for, ſay they, Though the 


% Wound be wide and troubleſome, yet 
the Cure is not very hard; Time and 
« balmy Blood, with a little Care, will 
% make all well again.” But ſad Expe- 
rience confutes this, and ſhews it to be al- 


gether falſe and frivolous; for we con- 


ſtantly find that [Length of Times and 
Days do very rarely produce any ſort of 
Cure for this Diſtemper (as it has been of- 
ten hoped for) but for the moſt part rather 

encrealing 


A 
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encreaſing the Torment; for theſe Wounds 
are like To Breaches of Ships and Veſſels, 
which Time only makes wider, but can 
never ſtop up : which, as the frequent and 
common Diſeaſes of old Age and Years, 
growing worfe and worſe, rill kind Death 
comes and puts an end to all, 

As for Emperors, Kings, and ſuch kind 
of Perſons as thoſe, I ſhall not dare to pre- 
ſume to meddle withal, or concern myſelf 
in this Caſe; nor will 1 venture to deter- 
mine any thing in the myſterious Matters 
of State: But to all others I mult take the 
Boldneſs to tell them, that this is a very 
heinous Offence, and Piece of Wickedneſs, 


Hands, but the Marriage can never be 
compleat or lawful till their Hearts be 
joined too; this being a moſt perfect Vio- 
lation of their native Freedom, and to be 
forced this way is the worſt and moſt mi- 
ſerable of all Slaveries. Neither can theſe 


1ng their Children guilty” of two mortal 
and abominable Sins, namely, Perjury and 
Treachery, and thoſe of the baſeſt and 
blackeſt Die too. For let any Man ſeri- 
oully conſider, and ſee if they can find or 
imagine a greater and groſſer Perjury, than 
to make the moſt ſacred and moſt ſolemn 


Vo 


that cin never be let paſs unregarded. They 
indeed may make the Miniſter join their 


Parents any ways acquit themſelves of max- 


4444 
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Vow that can be thought of, in the awe- 
ful Preſence of God and the whole Con- 
gregation, to a thing that is abſolutely 
falſe? Or indeed how can there be a baſer 
Piece of Treachery, than to make ſuch a 
ſolemn Vow, when they neither can nor 
will keep it; and in a Concern upon which 
ſo nearly depends all that is good and hap- 
py in this World? _ $5; 
For my part, when I come to conſider 
| the Greatneſs of theſe Crimes, I can but 
d tremble, and am amazed at the very 
Thoughts of ſuch monſtrous Impieties as 
theſe; and can but ſtrangely wonder how 
either Parents or Children dare ſo much as 
appear in ſuch a horrid Buſineſs, and are 
not afraid of the Divine Vengeance in the 
very Act. For certain Experience ſhews 
us, that things done with ſo much Pre- 
caution, Conſideration and Solemnity, al- 
ways ſtrike a moſt fad and deep Terror in 
Mens Hearts, more than Sins commonly 
practiſed, though never ſo great and hei- 
nous. This moſt facred Order of Matri- 
mony is not to be play'd withal, paſſed 
ſlightly over, or made a common Property 
for private Intereſt, but there ought to be 
a wonderful deal of Caution and Care in it. 
And when a Match begins with two ſuch 
ſhamefu] Crimes as theſe, tis no wonder at all 
the Almighty ſends his Plagues upon their 
Heads 
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Heads, - puniſhing Parents in beholding 
their Childrens Miſeries, and Children in 

feeling the deadly Effects of their own Per- 
juries : nor is it ſtrange, if the Devil be 
ſuffered to ſow his curſed Diſſentions among 
them, and keeping them at ſuch a vaſt di- 
ſtance, that nothing can be reaſonably ex- 
pected but Deſpair and Deſolation. 

Now a main and principal Cauſe of all 
.theſe Troubles and Diſturbances,. and that 
. makes old Men fo raging mad and'deſpe- ' | 
3 rately hot, is Money „ a thing which al- 
1 ways commanded, ruled and governed the 
„ more degenerate and baſer Part of the 
World as it pleaſed, bringing them wholly 
= and entirely to its own Devotion, and mak- 
1 ing them hazard all Troubles and Dangers, 
1 Honours and Reputations, and their very 
Bodies and Souls; and all in. hopes of ob- 
taining. Favours from, and enjoying that 
bright Beauty. This *tis that caſts ſuch a 
deadly Milt, and blinds Parents Eyes, per- 
verts their Reaſons, and corrupts their Un- 
derſtandings ſo much, that all great and 
5 generous Thoughts, all glorious and noble 
1 Deſigns are clog'd, pulPd down and de- 
5 ſtroyed ; ſo that by this means they be- 
1 fcome ſo ſordid and dull, as they cannot di- 

ſtinguiſh between the beſt and worſt thinge. 

*T'is for this, that many, a Father toils and 

torments himſelf, racks and diſturbs hs 
; plotting 9 
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plotting Brains, for a ſtubborn ungracious 
Son, who won't ſo much as beſtow upon 
him the ordinary Complement of Thanks, 
but will ſpend and make it fly faſter than 
ever they got it. This is fo ſweet and 
pleaſant, that the moſt rigid Quaker, and 
moſt preciſe Puritan, who will ſcarceper- 
mit or endure the moſt common and inno- 
cent Reereations; yet they ſhall finely re- 
create land ſolace themſelves with this, and 
hug themſelves over their full Bags, whilſt 
Beggars may ſtarve in the Streets for all 
any of them. | 

Parents do ſtrangely pleaſe themſelves 
with theſe Hopes, and are continually en- 
deavouring to imprint their infectious No- 
tions into their Children when they are 


young, telling them what ſtrange things 


they may expect from a good Fortune; 
ſo that they may make it their chief Buſi- 
neſs to obtain it.; for they themſelves be- 
lieve there is no Happineſs equal to a large 
Eſtate, nor no Pleaſure like the Sight of 
a huge Heap of Guineas; ſo that if they 
can but obtain this for their Children, they 
think their own and their Happineſs is 
perfectly compleat. But this is a vain and 
ridiculous Conceit, which whole Multi- 
tudes pleaſe themſelves withal; for Riches, 
1t we conſider the many ſlaviſn Cares and 
Troubles that ſo conſtantly attend them, 
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are far ſhort of that Value, that their gay 
and glittering Appearance makes them ſe:m 


to be. And, in truth, they are but Bau- 


bles and meer Traſh at beſt, if compared 
with a clear unſpotted Reputation, and a 
true contented Soul; neither will all the 
Gold in Peru purchaſe one Moment of real 
Satisfaction to an unfatisfied and diſturbed 
Mind; but will rather ſerve as a heavy 


Clog to his dejected Spirits, to plunge him 


the deeper into a Sea of Sorrows, 
Covetouſneſs is a very ſtrange and incon- 
ſiſtent thing, and (as a very ingenious Gen- 
tleman obſerves) ſeems not ſo much a Vice 
a: a deplorable Piece of Madneſs; fo that! 
can reckon it nothing but a tormenting 
Diſeaſe and Plague, which is peculiar to 
ſome ſort of Conſtitutions; and is more 
contagious and epidemical in old. Perſons 
than the Gout, Stone, or Palſy, and very 


often a far greater Torment than any of 


them. In the ſpending Money, I grant 
there may be ſeveral forts of Pleaſures ; 
but in the hoarding of it up, and keeping 
it under Lock and Key, (and very often 
for they know not whom) and making no 
uſe on't at all; for the Pleaſure of that I 
own goes beyond my Conceptions to ima- 
gine, unleſs 1t be ia weighing and telling 
of it, and then I reckon that picking of 
Straws, and catching of Flies are far more 

noble 
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noble and innocent Recreations. This 
however has been always obſerved, that 
all fuch Perſons who deſire and love it moſt 
of all, and hug and graſp it cloſeſt, do 
conſtantly make the leaſt uſe of it, and find 
ſmalleſt Comfort and Satis faction by it. 
As for the Pleaſures and Joys that belong 
to much Riches, they are always more 
imaginary than real, and the Eaſe that ſo 
many expect in the Enjoy ment of Money, 
is commonly found to be the moſt falſe and 
chimerical of all things. And he that 
eagerly purſues and thirſts after Abundance 
of Money, only with that Expectation of 
living a quiet and undiſturbed Life, is as 
ridiculouſly filly, as he that hid himſelf 
in the Water cunningly to avoid a Shower 
of Rain, | 

For may part, whenever I carefully re- 
flect upon the many ſad Diſquiets, Noiſes, 
Envies and Cenſures, that ſo conſtantly at- 
tend Grandeur and Riches; I can but ad- 
mire that they ſhould be ſo hotly ſought 
after; and alſo can but heartily pity the 
ſad and mournful Conditions of many ex. 
cellent young Ladies, who only for the fake 
of their Quality, Greatneſs and Fortunes 
are forced and driven by the dreadful Fears 
of threatning Ruin, to do that which is di- 
rectly contrary to their Natures, and which 
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their Souls moſt abhor; and that too by 
baſe Uncles and mercenary Guardians (of- 
tentimes the worſt of all People) as well as 
Parents themſelves. On the other ſide, I 
can but almoſt envy the Quiet and moſt 
happy State of many inferior Perſons, whoſe 
Qualities and Fortunes are ſo ſmall, as ne- 
ver to prove. dangerous to their Eaſe, or 
be made a Trap to their Ruins, and can 
bleſs themſelves with the ſweet Satisfaction 
. of Liberty, ar d with perfect freedom of 
= Choice, being truly happy in each others 
= Loves and Affections, not teas'd and trou- 
bit bled with thoſe baſe and contagious Noiſe - 
7 of ſuing for Portions, Tenants Complaints, 
= Creditors Duns, Neighbours Quarrels, G c. 
_ © nor plagued. with the nauceous Impertinence | 
of a whole Covy of griping Lawyers and 
mercileſs Attornies, and a Houſe full of 
Writings at every Match, x 
There is one .moſt ridiculous Piece of 
Folly that I have often obſerved in ſeveral 
Parents, which apparently ſhews, that Mo- 
ney has turned and made their Brains ſo | 
muddy, that they are not right, that is, 
they will never conſider of, nor ſuffer an 
thing, tho* never ſo eſtimable and valuable 
to ſtand in competition with Money, no 
not ſo much as to make the Scale even. So 
that by this means none of thoſe noble Ac- 
qiuiſitions, 


x” ” * 
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Acquiſitions, and excellent Accompliſh- 
ments, as Learning, Education, Nobility, 
Ingenuity, Virtue, Good Nature, and the 
like, ſhall-ever be eſteemed of or thought 
of any value, whilſt their grand Idol Mo- 
ney, like a moſt ſoveraign and abſolute 
Monarch ſhall rule the World, and ride 
great Lord of the Univerſe; the mean time 
theſe ſhall crouch beneath its Feet, and be 
content to go in Rags. This is a piece of 
Folly that one would think People of their 
Diſcretion, Experience and Prudence ſhould 
above all Men not be guilty of, being of 
that Age, as can never be ſuppoſed not to 
know the real value of theſe forementioned 
things. For my part, I think it was moſt ge- 
neroully and nobly done of the Old Mer- 
chant that granted his Daughter to that In- 
genious Gentleman who valued his Educa- 
tion at fifty thouſand Pounds, and his Bar- 
reſters Gon at as much more. 


Notwithſtanding all that have or could 


be ſaid by others in the expoſing this moſt 
manifeſt Piece of Ignorance and unthink- 
ing Prejudice, yet ſtill we ſee Parents run 
on in their old perverſe Ways, without 
either Fear, Wit, or Honeſty, ſo that nei- 
ther Senſe or Reaſon can no more be driven 
into their Heads than into a Mill- poſt; 
but ſtill reckoning and judging all their 
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Childrens Happineſs by the Rule of their 
own corrupted and byaſſed Thoughts, and 
their depraved and (ſometimes) doating 
Diſpoſitions; and fo impertinently cautious 
it ſeems ſome are, that after their Deaths, 
the Conſent of no leſs than ſix or ſeven 
muſt be had for the Marriage of a Daugh- 
ter. Some we find ſo inconſiderate and 
raſh, that they ſhall willingly choſe for a 
Son-in-Law the moſt dull, illiterate Block- 
head, the moſt ill natur'd deformed Fellow, 
and the moſt horrid wicked Wretch that 
can be, for the ſake of his Money ; 3 when 
at the ſame time an ingenious, virtuous, 
and moſt accompliſhed Gentleman ſhall be 
caſt off, and not looked upon, and for 
nothing elſe but that poor and pitiful Rea- 
ſon, That his Eſtate was but half ſo 
large as the others.“ Now let any Per- 
ſon of common Senſe but conſider and 
judge, if theſe be not pitiful and incon- 
ſiſtent Follies, beneath any Man that has 
any manner of Pretences to common Pru- 
dence, Piety or Honeſty. 

There is another Humour I have ob- 
ſerved in ſome Parents, which has the 
ſtrongeſt Tincture of Baſeneſs and Par- 
tiality, that is, they ſhall uſe their utmoſt 
Power, and be ſtrangely careful to put off 
a Daughter to any pititul Fellow that has 
. but 


1 
11 — nartenmrthes "Tow m: 


a * 
*& Kg 
1 1 8 _— 1 * — 
4 . 1 | 8 ry 2 7 2 — : dF 
— 0 — 83 * 8 — 
Ti mn — — 2 — . 
ITT — To © 
8 — 1 


———— 


— 3 _—— — Ä LS 


a GS. BEA. wb 4 8... 


 avithout their own Conſent, 167 


but an Eſtate bigger in Proportion than 
what ſhe's like to have, tho' it be never ſo 
much contrary to his Parents Conſent; and 
then at laſt perhaps find ſome fooliſn Quib- 


ble and ridiculous Pretence to fob her off 


with a few gay Promiſes, and give her no- 
thing at all, eſpecially whilſt he is alive. It 
would certainly make a very pleaſant Farce, 
but to take notice of and obſerve the many 


grave Inſtructions, cunning Ways and ſſy 


Tricks, ſuch a Parent makes uſe of to obtain 
his Ends; how wonderfully careful and ex- 
act he is in teaching his Daughter her Leſ- 
ſon, how extraordinary civil he is to the 
young raw Gallant, and how large and 
weighty are his Promiſes, till he once per- 
ceives the Gudgeon well hooked; then 
but to ſee how ſlily the old Fox gives them 
the ſlip, leaves them both in the lurch, and 
marches off as gravely with an idle Flam to 
his Father, as if he knew nothing at all of 
the Buſineſs. 


Yet ſuch a Fellow as this will never en- 


dure to hear of a Son to marry one a little 


below his Fortune, tho? never fo deſerving 
a Woman, but will be always telling him, 


what a vaſt Happineſs *twill be for himſelf, 


and what a wonderful Comfort *twill be to 
his old Father, to fee him marry a mighty 


| rich Wife. « Ah, Tom! (fay, he) a For- 


S 3 tune, 
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e tune, Tom! thou look'ſt like a good ho- 
« neſt Boy; I tell thee, there is nothing 
& like a good Fortune at laſt Tom, Thy 
« Mother was a Fortune Tom, elſe old Fack 
c muſt have knock'd under board, and 
« ſhrunk in his Head, and been content 
with making a leſs Figure in the World, 
« Ay, but (ſays Tom again) you won't al- 
« low me any good Cloaths, nor ſcarce a 
Shilling in my Pocket, and how ſhall J 
<« oo to work to get a Fortune? Ah, Tom, 
„ (cries the old Miſer) Times are very 
hard, and Money is ſtrangely ſcarce , 
e you ſhould learn co be a good Huſband, 
« Tom; I fave it all for thee Boy. But 
« however ſince I have one in my Eye for 
e thee, thou ſhalt want for nothing, if 
< thou doſt but get her? Ah, brave Tem 
« Boy! right Father's nown Boy; ſhan't 
e cheat the old Fool her Father, hah, 
% Boy? Upon this perhaps Tom gets new 
Cloaths, and he and his old Father fall to 
work upon ſome young Creature much a- 
bove his Fortune, and perhaps gets her 
and marries her to the great Grief of all her 
Relations. But if Matters ſhould chance 
to come to the Pinch, and to the utmoſt 
Extremities that may poſſibly be in this 
Caſe, old Jack will be fure to find a Trick 
ro ſlip his own Neck out of the Nooſe, and 
, kave poor Tom fairly to hang for it, 
an I Now 
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Now are not theſe, and the like things, 

very groſs Pieces of Partiality and Injuſ- 
tice? Yet we frequently find thoſe very 
Parents, who are ſo very hot and violent 
in exclaiming againſt the Impiety and In- 
gratitude of Children that marry without 
their Parents Conſent, thoſe Perſons we 
often find to be moſt ready to tranſgreſs it 
themſelves in the Perſons of others (and 
that on the baſeſt Manner too) when they 
perceive it is for the Advantage of the Fa- 
mily, And all their Railings and bitter 
Exclaimings againſt this Vice, is only a 
right down Forgery and Cheat, a pure 
Piece of Hypocriſy to ſcare their own Chil- 


dren, and fright them into Obedience, 


This is the Nature and Diſpoſition of a 
great many Parents (tho* not all on ſuch 
groſs a manner) and (that which is more 
ſtrange too) even of ſuch as have very pru- 
dent, grave, diſcreet, ingenious Gentlemenz 


and ſuch too as have had all the Appear- 


ances of generous and religious Perſons, 


But how much theſe things can agree with, 


or be any ways conſiſtent with ſuch mean, 
ſordid, baſe and ignoble Actions, I ſhall 
leave.to the Candor and Judgment of any 
impartial and unprejudiced Man whatſoever, 

I ſhall conclude all with a few Words-of 


friendly Advice. Firſt for old Perſone, 
Who 
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who are on the other ſide ſixty, I would ad- 
viſe them not to marry at all; but rather 
employ themſelves on the Thoughts of the 
other World (for they know they can have 
but a ſhort time to ſtay in this) and in in- 
ſtructing and doing good to others; and 
this will be the only ſure way to get true 
Honour and Satisfaction. But if they muſt 
trouble themſelves with the Thoughts of 
Matrimony (which upon ſome accounts 
may be reaſonable enough too) let them 
pitch upon ſome grave and pious Matron, 
ſuitable to- their Years and Fortunes, by 
which means they may prove mutual Helps 

and great Comforts to each other, and not 
ſet their Minds upon young wild Creatures, 
who will be too hard for them every way, 
cauſe them to be made common Laughing 
ſtocks to the enquiring World, plague and 
diſturb all their Quiet and Eaſe, and help 
to ſend them to their Graves long before 
their times. | 

Next for Children, ſince they have not 
a Power of diſpoſing of themſelves as they 
think fit, and fince ſuch fad and deplorable 
Effects do often follow from their making 
uſe of ſuch a Power, let them not dare to 
venture upon this facred Order of Matri- 
mony without their Parents Conſent, but 
let them have a ſtrift and more than or- 
| dinary 
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dinary Care to avoid all Temptations till 
they have leave, asthey would a moſt deadly 
Precipice. But for the young Peaſons that 
havea larger Power of diſpoſing themſelves, 
*twill be the higheſt Piece of Folly to marry 
one that is much beneath them (except 
there be ſome extraordinary Excellencies 
beſides Beauty) for he can never be ſure of 


her Love, the very Life and Soul of all their 


Hopes and Comforts, Neither would 1 
have any Perſons aim at thoſe that are much 
above their Rank (a Paradox indeed to a 
great many People) for then the Mind is 
often ſo horridly corrupted with baſe and 
ungenerous Deſires, that the Danger and 
ill Conſequences are much the other way. 
Laſtly, For Parents and the like, let 
them ſeriouſly conſider the great Account 
they muſt give at the Jaſt Day for many of 
their Childrens Failings, eſpecially thoſe 
woful Misfortunes they have brought upon 
them by their own means, and with the 
heinous Sins of Perjury and Treachery ; 
therefore let them dread the very Thoughts 
of all ſuch unhappy Matches, For this 
Reaſon let them not be extraordinary am- 
bitious of marrying theit Children above 
their Fortunes; but however they ought 
to take care to have them married in time, 
leaſt they prove diſhoneſt, ſtubborn and 


irre- 
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irreclaimable. On the other fide, i-' em 
not diſdain to marry them belo their 
Rank, nor ſtand too much upon Sie 
Bargains, when they have a Competency 
themſelves, and they find a ſober, virtuous 
Perſon, whoſe Education, Ingenuity, and 
other good Properties will make amends 
for Money, and all other inconſiderable 
Trifles. | 

Before I quite conclude all, I muſt ad- 
viſe every Perſon whatſoever, let them be 
Old or Young, Parents or Children, to 
have a peculiar Care of marrying to any of 
different Religions; for notwithſtanding 
there be Content on all ſides, Love, Mo- 
ney, Good Inclinations, c. this one thing 
is enough to ruin all, deſtroy all their Plea- 
ſures, and may make it the deareſt Piece 
of Folly to them they ever were guilty of 
in their Lives. 


